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Message from the Vice Chancellor of the
University of Sri Jayewardenpura

The Sixtieth Anniversary of University of Sri Jayewardenepura falls in the year
2019. Its predecessor, Vidyodaya Pirivena at Maligakanda was founded 145 years ago.
When we further investigate the lineage of the Vidyodaya School of Education, we
find that its history goes back to the time when Maha Vihara monastic college was
established at Maha Megha Udyanaya in Anuradhapura that was donated to Arhat
Mahinda by King Devanampiyatissa in the 3™ century BCE. As the incumbent Vice
Chancellor of University of Sri Jayewardenepura, an institution that inherits such a
long and proud history, it gives me great pleasure to issue a message of greeting for the
anniversary celebrations and the book launch.

A series of programmes have been lined up to commemorate this event. It was
launched on 17" February, 2019 with an all-night ‘Pirith’ chanting by the venerable
Maha Sangha which was followed by an alms-giving at the university premises to 145
Bhikkhus. On 20™ February, an International seminar on Pali, Sanskrit, Sinhala and
Tamil languages was held. On 21% February, a series of educational videos pertaining
to the GCE Advanced Level (new syllabus) was released to the relevant teachers and
students of our school network. On 18" of March, a blood donation campaign was
held. A programme to meet eminent personalities who can be considered as ‘walking
libraries’ in their respective fields was held on the 27" of March. In addition, a musical
programme ‘Gee Pedura), a variety entertainment ‘Bak Maha Ulela’, reunion of alumni,
a seminar for young researchers, Vidyodaya Literary Awards Festival, etc, are planned.

The culmination of these celebrations is to be held on the 2™ and 3™ April at the
Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall. Today (2™ April), an exhibition
of new innovations of all Faculties and of private sector organizations and individuals
will be held which will be declared open by His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, the
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and Vidya Jyothi Dr.
Bandula Wijay. Parallel to this, the Faculty of Medical Sciences of our university will
be holding a medical exhibition. This evening, at 6.30, ‘Sandheshavali Kavi Naluwa’ a
music and dance recital will be held at BMICH where H.E. the President will be the
Chief Guest. On this occasion, seven books will be launched to commemorate the



sixtieth anniversary, namely, ‘Vidudaya 60th Anniversary Commemorative Volume,
‘Sri Sumangala, Sri Soratha Sahitya Praveshaya’ (A New Approach to the Literary
Works of Ven. Sri Sumangala and Ven. Sri Soratha), ‘Vidudaya Handbook, ‘Deshana
Sampradana’ (An Offering of Selected Convocation Addresses), ‘Vidudaya Journal,
‘Vidyodaya Current Research’ and ‘Indra Cult as Ideology. The 60" Anniversary
Commemorative Volume and all these other books have been compiled with the
intent of bringing out the best in the history, educational philosophy and educational
tradition of our university.

This is one of those seven books. On this memorable and historical occasion,
I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the authors of this book and the editors of
other books for making available to the public the fruit of their academic efforts.

Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunga,
Vice Chancellor,

University of Sri Jayewardenepura,
Gangodwila - Nugegoda.

27 April, 2019
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Vidudaya Handbook

Introduction

The term ‘Vidyodaya’ or ‘Vidudaya’ represents the dawn of science, vision and
wisdom. The aim of Vidyodaya or Vidudaya is to produce a community of academics
who would work towards building a society imbibed with the Vidyodaya Vision and
wisdom. This collection contains three key pieces of writing that would shed light
upon the path towards wisdom endowed in Vidyodaya. Therefore, it is my deepest
wish that this collection will be a handbook to everyone affiliated with the University
of Sri Jayewardenepura.

The first article in this collection, titled Vidyodaya Vishwavidyalaye Parama
rthaya — The Mission of Vidyodaya University is by the Founder of the University,
the Most Venerable Welivitiye Sri Soratha Thero. In this article, Venerable Soratha
explains that the objective of any university should be to produce individuals who
are armed with the potential to identify and respect the civilisation of their country,
love their country, are investigative, placed in the middle path and are creative and
altruistic. He also emphasized the importance of the students seeing themselves as
part of a larger community where a sense of ‘ours’ resonated within them as opposed
to sense of ‘I’ or ‘mine.’

The second article is the Convocation address delivered in 1979, by the first
Chancellor of the newly renamed University of Sri Jayewardenepura, the well- known
educationist and philosopher, Dr. E.W. Adikaram. In his speech, he emphasizes
that the most important objective of education is to create a society that consists
of individuals who are both mentally and physically happy. He explains that the
university is the most suitable setting for such a task. For this purpose, a university
must produce educated, disciplined graduates. Further, he emphasizes that the true
essence of education is a to ensure the development of both wisdom and character.

The third and final article in this collection is a speech delivered by the present
Vice Chancellor of University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Senior. Prof. Sampath
Amaratunge at the 107" commemoration ceremony of the Most Venerable Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Nayaka Thero in 2018. In his speech, Prof. Amaratunge speaks of
Venerable Sri Sumangala Thero’s life, service rendered to the nation and his vision
on education. If we are empowered with Venerable Sri Sumangala Thero’s vision on
education, we would be able to present the current society with a different but great
educational tradition. It is our wish that Sri Sumangala Thero’s vision on education
would come to the attention of modern educationists.

13



These three articles that we have chosen for this collection, holds a wealth
of information that is indispensable to any member of the Vidyodaya community.
Therefore, it is our hope that these articles will be useful to anyone who intends to
direct the education of this country in the right path; May it be a passage of light.

Finally, we wish to thank the present Vice Chancellor of the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Senior Professor Sampath Amaratunge and the 60th Anniversary
committee for identifying the necessity of this handbook and entrusting it to us to be
published in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the University. We further thank,
Prof. D.P. S. Chandrakumara, the Dean of the Faculty Humanities and Social Sciences
for his guidance and assistance, Ms. Sandau Diwakara and P.W.B. Jinandi Chathurya,
Temporary Assistant Lecturers of the Department of English and Linguistics, Mr.
N.W.W.V. Hasitha Saranga, Temporary Assistant Lecturer, Department of Pali and
Buddhist Studies, Ms Isanka Damayanthi Wickramasinghe Temporary Assistant
Lecturer in the aforementioned Department and Mr. Sameera Chinthaka Kumara,
Temporary Assistant Lecturer of the Department of Languages and Cultural studies
and Ms.Samurdya Vishmi Wijeratne, Research Assistant at the Vice Chancellors
Office, for assisting us in preparing this compilation. We also wish to thank Dr. Chami
Nilasha Patabendige, Senior Lecturer of the Faculty of Technology for assisting us
from the very beginning in creating the Vidudaya Handbook. As we conclude, we
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has helped us in this task in
numerous ways.

Prof. Saman Chandra Ransinghe
Senior Lecturer Dilini Chamali Walisundara
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
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The Mission of the Vidyodaya University

Ven. Welivitiye Sri Soratha Thero
The First Vice Chancellor of the Vidyodaya University

1. The Mission of a University

A Vice Chancellor of a university should have the consciousness, the knowledge
and the understanding about the Mission of the university than any other. I do have the
consciousness, the knowledge and an understanding of the Mission of the Vidyodaya
University. I do not measure the development of our University, by heads of its
students, or how big our buildings are, or by the number of graduates we produce
annually or by the number of our qualified academic staff. These might be features of
development in a university, however, they are not the mission of its existence.

A university can be compared to a great ocean. As many rivers flow into one
mighty ocean, students from diverse backgrounds, communities, educated by different
teachers, with a diverse range of knowledge, and talents become one upon walking
through the university gates. The ocean is vast and spread far and wide. Similarly,
the university students’ knowledge and opinions should be vast. As the great ocean is
deep, so should the knowledge and opinions of the university students be.

The ocean has but one taste; salty. Similarly, the students of the university
should have but one objective; to become citizens who are suitable, adaptable and
useful to our country. The ocean brings in all the dirt and debris to its shores, but most
of them go back into the ocean. Similarly, university students should always seek
the truth. Discard the untruths. Just as the ocean never sweeps beyond its shores, the
university students should not discard their loyalty to the traditions of their university.

My fervent hope is that this University does not produce a group of academics
who blindly follow and absorb what comes down from tradition or detest or even
resist criticism. Neither do [ hope that we produce a group of hypocrites who conceal
their true nature and masquerade qualities and traits that are untrue, nor those who
are but mere puppets that valourise anything that is foreign with no regard for one’s
own civilisation. Finally, I hope that we would produce graduates who would relish
life and would not be recluse.
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Our students should enjoy life. Be critical and investigative. However, they
should be truthful, just, intelligent, civilized, moral and boundless.

I have visited many universities in India such as Kolkata, Varanasi, Bombay
and Madras. I have observed their academic activities. I aware of their students’
general behaviour and functions. One of the most outstanding features of the Indian
university student population is their innate ‘Indianess’.

‘Indianness’ reflects their simplicity, humility and their ardent respect for the
Indian civilisation. Their dress, their speech, their ideas and even customs are a
strong representation of their Indianness. They take pride in their ‘Indianess’; they
stand strong against any foreign force and will not let any foreign force suppress their
Indianess.

In our University, Buddhist culture is a compulsory subject. Therefore, every
student that walks out through these gates should be nurtured by the principles of
Buddhist culture. Buddhist culture is an independent, simple and adaptable culture.
Students of our University should have a sense of unity substituting the ideals of
‘I’, ‘my’ and ‘mine’ with that of ‘we’, ‘us’ and ‘ours’. The mission of a university
of our country should be to produce individuals who would identify and respect the
civilisation of our country.

The mission of a university should be to produce a group of citizens who
are analytical, creative, and have been imbibed with the ethics and morals of our
civilisation, are placed in the middle path with a love for one’s country, are altruistic
and are boundless.

2. The Mission of the Vidyodaya University

We are all familiar with the eight worldly conditions: Laba - gain, Alabha - loss,
Yasa - status, Ayasa - disgrace, Ninda — censure, Prasansa - praise, Sukha - pleasure,
Dukkha - pain. According to the words of the Vedics “Suksayantharam Dukkum”
“Dukkasyanatharam Sukam” — happiness follows pain and pain follows happiness.
One can therefore be assured that adversity will be followed by good fortune.

One should look back into the history of the Viyodaya Pirivena with regard to
the above. I remember that since the Pirivena began in 1920, there were problems
that we had to encounter almost every week. These problems began to increase by
1934 and they developed further in 1936 and began to overflow from 1942. Since
then, amidst many problems and challenges, the Vidyodaya Pirivena became the
Vidyodaya University due to the spiritual majesty of our Founder Most Venerable
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Sri Sumangala Thero. From the day the thought of upgrading the two Pirivenas:
Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara to university status occurred to the Hon. Minster of
Education, W. Dahanayake, until it was accepted by the State Council, it was Most
Ven. Sumangala Thero’s perseverance that gave us the strength in this struggle to
obtain university status.

One of the strongest objections brought forth against converting the Vidyodaya
and Vidyalankara Pirivenas to Universities was that it would lower the standards of
the degree. It was claimed that if the standards of the degree declined, then it will not
be long before the standard of the university too would decline.

Our intention is not to produce graduates who are mechanical, but rather to
produce intellectuals. If we turn our University into a commercialised institution,
then we would do a great disservice to our country. If we fail to produce graduates that
reflect the level of education expected of a graduate, then the public would consider
our University to be nothing but a business establishment that sells degrees. Therefore,
we are not prepared to compromise the standard of our degrees or assessment and
bring dishonour to our University.

Everybody is aware of the fact that in order to succeed academically, one should
be able to read and understand texts written in English. Therefore, we would initiate
strategies that would give our students the ability and strength to understand texts
written in English. We also intend to introduce modern academic languages such as
French and German into our curricula.

If the education in a university is to succeed, a comprehensive library is
essential. Therefore, we are determined to enrich our library. The Vidyodaya Pirivena
had a vast collection of valuable books which were destroyed due to the actions of a
few individuals who failed to understand the value of these collections. However, we
have tried to overcome this loss.

The Vidyodaya University was formed not to be a part of the Vidyodaya Pirivena
premises, because in the event the Pirivena or its premises were to be lost, it would
take away the ‘Vidyadhara Sabawa’ — a committee that had been retained in these
premises for over 87 years. However, due to a few subsequent developments, the
Pirivena premises were a part of the University initially and later when the University
was granted a new premises, the old premises was returned to the Pirivena.

The time left to live in this world is less than the time spent in this world. Let us
not be in debt any longer to the poor temples or our nation that helped us to educate
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ourselves. Due to our efforts, we have managed to produce a text or two that would
ensure that our reputation remains untainted for two to three hundred years. We have
served the Vidyodaya Pirivena for thirty six years.

Presently, the only task left before for us is the advancement of the Vidyodaya
University. Therefore, we are determined to devout our time only for the University.
Some of the objectives of this University is to develop the Sinhala language and
literature, to broaden the knowledge of the Sinhala academics and to protect the
Sinhala Buddhist culture. The University will always muster its strength for this
purpose for we have no intention of deceiving the people of our nation by conferring
degrees on the ignorant.
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University Education
Dr. E.W. Adikaram

The First Chancellor of University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Man, as we know has made immense progress in one aspect of his life, while in
another he has made no progress at all. Perhaps he has regressed. Education is the
main cause for this progress as well as for this stagnation or regression.

Asinall other activities of man, there is no perfection in the field of education also.
In one aspect, education has progressed and mankind has progressed proportionately.
In another aspect, education has failed and so has mankind. It is the duty and the
responsibility of university education to investigate as impartially as possible both
these aspects and remedy their defects.

It is not possible to divide man into two distinct compartments as physical and
spiritual. The man who does not have sufficient food to eat or a suitable house to
live in has no time to think of spiritual matters. So is the man who has all physical
comforts, but is tormented in mind with his problems. Both suffer, each with his
own set of problems. The aim of education should be to bring about a society of
human beings who are happy physically as well as psychologically. The university
is the institution that is capable of bringing into being such a happy society. But
unfortunately no university in any country in the world today seems to be performing
this task satisfactorily.

The university is the highest educational institution in a country. The cleverest
students in a country are the students in a university. Moreover, those who will
occupy all the responsible positions in a country in the near future are the present
university students. As such, it is essential that university education should not
be fragmentary but should be aimed at developing all aspects of human life. It is
because of the present incompleteness of university education that there are people of
very high academic qualifications, who are deceitful, cruel or of unworthy character.
It is unfortunate that university education is limited to advancement of knowledge
and has neglected the development of character. True education will simultaneously
bring about both advancement of knowledge and advancement of character.
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In Pali there is the word “Sikkha” (Sanskrit Siksha). Which has two meanings;
One is “learning”; the other is “discipline”. This is very similar to the English word
“discipline” which also means both learning and orderliness.

Learning itself is a discipline. To understand how this happens, one has to
understand how learning takes place and how discipline comes into being.

The ordinary meaning of “learning” is advancement of knowledge”. In this
sense, the first step in learning is acceptance. In accepting, there is no understanding.
A child picks up words from his environment. The word is registered in his brain.
Such words become the foundation for the future learning of an entire language.
Later, he hears a new word or reads a new word in a book. He learns the meaning of
that new word by interpreting it in terms of words that he already knows and which
he has stored up in his memory. This is also how we use a dictionary. In learning
a foreign language too, one does not get a new understanding. He only acquires
the ability to use two words for the same object. What one means by saying that
a person has learned fifty languages is that he can now say the same thing in fifty
different ways. Earlier he could name a certain animal only by using the word “cat”.
Now he says the same thing in fifty different forms. He has acquired only words.
In this process he has neither acquired any new understanding nor has it brought
about in him any virtue. This is true not only in learning a language. It is equally
true in the learning of any art or science. What he actually does is to bring in and
store in his memory by way of words or symbols various external things. With such
learning one can become at verbal level an educated person or a well-read person
or a specialist. Not that such learning is useless. It has many essential uses in that
aspect of life which is generally termed physical. Such learning may also bring about
an external polish and an externally good demeanour but it will not bring about in a
person human qualities such as kindness and compassion. Such an educated man,
possessing no love or compassion, can employ his knowledge for the destruction of
mankind.

This is the disaster that unbalanced education has brought about in the world
today.

The other meaning, namely “discipline” of the Pali word “Sikkha”, mentioned
earlier, is also often incorrectly understood.
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Discipline brought about by fear is not discipline. Similarly, it is not discipline
which is the result of incitement or expectation of a reward. That discipline which
is the result of a belief or a practice is also not discipline. All such discipline is
temporary and will fade away when the cause ceases to exist. True discipline is
incorruptible. Such discipline comes into being when the ugliness, the harm, or the
incorrectness of some behaviour or act is clearly understood.

As mentioned earlier, by education we generally mean the storing up in memory
of what we hear, see or read and also the acquiring of the ability to reason out, to
examine and to make decisions on what we have thus acquired. Such learning is only
an acquisition of facts. What is good as well as what is bad can be acquired. Further,
as it is stored up in memory, such learning is always old.

There 1s another kind of learning in which there is no motive of storing up facts.
That learning is to look at something afresh and understand it as it is. In that looking,
there is no pre-judgement. Pre-judgement is a hindrance to the understanding of what
is. When a scientist investigates something with his microscope, he has no pre -
judgement of what he is going to see. Such pre-judgement is a hindrance to the
scientist in discovering something totally new.

When we are taking a journey in the dark, we do not see what is in front of us.
Our journey in life, too, is such a journey. The road may be uneven, there may be
thorns and stones, there may be poisonous snakes or there may be harmless creatures.
Non of that is seen by us who are travelling in the dark. We are aided only by a
description given by others. In the description, we get from our teachers and from
our books we are told what is good and what is bad and what should be done or not
done. As we are travelling in the dark, we have no first-hand discernment of what
is described. The ups and downs are not seen by us, nor do we know where the
poisonous snakes lie hidden. As such, we have to face many a danger in our journey.
As we have no clear personal understanding of what is good and bad, the description
can lead us astray. This is evident from what is happening in the world today. One
often comes across even among the most educated people, those who lead immoral
and degraded lives. In some countries one can see even cruel murderers among the
high religious dignitaries. Such education is clearly of no help to mankind.
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If, when we travel in the darkness, we have a light with us, this unfortunate
situation would not arise.

The light we have in this connection is that learning which instantaneously
brings about discipline.

If we perceive even a very small thing as it actually is, it radically changes
our attitude to that. If one sees the word “poison” on the label of a bottle, who will
meddle with it? Who, other than the insane, will take dirt from the roadside and
smear it on his body? He who has seen the cruelty of taking life, will never kill a
sentient being. Similarly, he who sees the ugliness of lying and deceiving will never
tell a lie or deceive another. He abstains from a thing which should not be done, not
because he is afraid, but because he understands clearly that it should not be done.
This clarity is the immediate effect of right learning.

The intense and earnest wish to perceive exactly as they are, what we hear, see
and do brings about attention and with it inward clarity. In that attention there will be
no comparing, doubting, accepting or rejecting. There is only attention and clarity.
With that light he discerns what is true and what is false. In that light he conducts
himself and that is true discipline. And such a life is orderly and innocent.

Peace in the world will come about through such educated and disciplined people.
Education in the university should be that which is so beautifully expressed in that
Pali word, “Sikkha> which produces both learning and discipline simultaneously. I
earnestly hope and trust that the University of Sri Jayewardenepura will impart to the
students that integrated education which is both learning and discipline.

(Convocation Address delivered by Dr. E.W. Adikaram, at the Convocation of
the University of Sri Jayewardenepura held on 13.12.1979)
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Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero: His Life, Service
and Vision

Senior Prof. Sampath Amarathunga

Vice Chancellor, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

A summary of the speech delivered by Prof. Sampath Amaratunge at the 107"
commemoration ceremony of the Most Venerable Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero
on the 4" of May, 2018.

1. A Brief Biography of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero

"When righteousness is weak and faints and unrighteousness exults in pride,
then my Spirit arises on earth.""

- The Bhagavad Gita

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero was born in Galle on the 20" of January
1827 as Don Nicholas Abeyweera Gunawardene, to Don Johanis Abeyweera
Gunawardhana Ralahamy and his wife Dandangoda Gamage Christina Hamine.

However, upon reading his horoscope, the parents were made aware that if he
remains as a lay person, it would be harmful to Nicholas’ life and thereby he was
entered into monkhood at the age of nine. He was ordained as Ven. “Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala’ in 1840 at the age of 13.

It is mentioned that after 4 years of monkhood, Sumangala Samanera Thero
studied Sinhala and Pali languages and literature from Ven. Jethuththara Panamgoda
Thero. From 1844, he was educated under Ven. Walane Siddartha Thero.

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero had a thirst for learning; he was not
confined only to the Pirivena education. He learnt Sanskrit and logic from a Brahmin
named Kdshinatha. In 1848, he gained his higher ordination in Kandy where he
gained popularity for his expertise in the Pali language.

Henceforth, he dedicated his life to education and the revival of the Sinhala race
during the colonial era. He was instrumental in the establishing certain newspapers,
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providing necessary information for national debates such as the Panadura debate
and of course for the establishment of the Vidyodaya Pirivena.

He held several important positions such as:
¢ Chief Priest at the Sri Pada

* Chief Priest of Southern Sri Lanka

* Chief Priest of Colombo Nawa Koralaya

* Patron, Mahabé6dhi Society

* Patron, The Theosophical Society.

He was respected by all sectors of the society including the up country and low
country Sinhala communities. He was greatly honoured not only in the East but also
by reputed Western societies and associations. He was a Buddhist monk of great
wisdom. In recognition of his academic excellence, he was conferred with the
titles of ‘Upddydya’ and ‘ Thripitaka Wagishwara’

2. His National, Religious, Educational and Social Service

The service rendered by Venerable Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero extends to
various areas such as national, religious, educational and social service. He was also
an expert in Sinhala grammar, Sanskrit, Pali and Logic. He has many publications
to his credit including ‘Sidath Sangara Sannaya’, ‘Kawyashékara Sannaya’, ‘Warna
Reethiya’, ‘Sathya Sangrahaya’, ‘Sandhi Granthaya’, ‘Masarththu Lakshanaya’,
‘Seema Vibahagaya’, ‘Akyatha Vibahagaya’, ‘Brahmadharma: a lyrical compilation.
The Balawathara Subodhika Teekawa’ was written specifically with the intention of
assisting any novice who was teaching the Pali Language.

One of the greatest contributions is the task of editing the ‘Mahawamsa’ - the
chronicle of Sri Lankan history which had many corrupt forms by that time. He
undertook the task upon himself to revive it again and translated this into Sinhala
with the well- known scholar, Batuwanthudawe.

In order to revive Buddhism, a ‘Sangayanawa’ - a Council of all Buddhist
monks was held in Palmadulla under the leadership of Venerable Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala Thero. As a result, the Vinaya Pitakaya with its commentaries - the
‘Atuwa’ and the ‘Teeka’ were edited.
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Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero had no hesitation in putting to good
use the art of printing which was a novelty to the Sri Lanka culture and he took the
initiative to establish the ‘Lankopakara’ press in Galle and the ‘Lankabhinawa’ press
in Colombo. He along with other Buddhist scholars, popularized newspapers and
magazines such as: ‘Lankaloka’, ‘Samaya’, ‘Sarasawi Sandaresa’, ‘Lakminipahana’
with the intention of reviving Buddhist scholarship.

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero was an ardent supporter of the national
and religious movement headed by Anagarika Dharmapala. The movement to
popularize Buddhist sentiments through the Sinhala Bauddaya newspaper was due to
the intervention of Sri Sumangala Thero. It is a well- known fact that Ven. Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Thero was the driving force behind the movement of academics
and intellectuals working towards a Buddhist renaissance. Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala Thero’s involvement in the Baddegama and Panadura debates; the most
influential activities in reviving Buddhism during the 19" and 20" centuries were
immense. He rendered a great service through his writings and sermons to propagate
Buddhism in both the East and the West. However, among his many contributions
in the national, religious and educational spheres, his greatest contribution was the
establishment of the Vidyodaya Pirivena in Maligakanda in 1873. This institution
contributed immensely to the revival of pirivena education in Sri Lanka and is a true
testament to Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero’s contribution to scholarship in
Dhamma.

3. Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero — His Philosophy on Education

At a time when the Buddhist educational tradition was facing its deterioration,
Ven. Welivita Saranankara Thero who lived in the mid 18" century began a great
educational tradition that was meaningful and endemic to our nation. Ven. Kahathota
Dharmarama Thero and Ven. Walane Sri Siddhartha Thero receives a prominent
position in establishing this system of education. In this endeavour, Ven. Walane
Sri Siddhartha Thero is credited to have brought forth two prominent figures;Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero and Ven. Rathmalane Sri Dharmaloka Thero.

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero established the Vidyodaya Pirivena
in 1873 while Ven. Rathmalane Dharmaloka Thero established the Vidyalankara
Pirivena in 1875. These two pirivenas were the cornerstones of the Universities of
Sri Jayewardenepura and Kelaniya.
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Our focus today would be the educational tradition of Vidyodaya of which
Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero was a pioneer. I believe that this educational
tradition should receive the attention of our country’s educationists. A summary of
the main features of this educational tradition is as follows:

1.  To protect and continue the traditional educational system that extends
from ancient times, to produce educated and virtuous intellectuals.

2. Adding new knowledge and avenues to the educational tradition without
disrupting its core values.

3. Any lecturer/ teacher who teaches a particular subject, should do so with
passion.

4.  If one encounters an unclear area while teaching, the teacher should
consult his teacher and teach the students accordingly.

5. Under no circumstances should you teach incorrect facts to the students.
6.  No matter how hard the task is, a teacher should not give up his/her effort.

7.  Knowledge is best demonstrated through memorisation, recitation in
class and discussion.

8. When a problem is encountered, a solution must be determined prior to
moving forth.

9.  Directing students to prepare their own notes on what they have learnt
rather than relying on teacher's notes.

Under the guidance of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero, generations of
educated, erudite, disciplined students were produced and these students produced
another generation of similar students; one of which is the Founder of the Vidyodaya
University: Welivitiye Sri Soratha Thero.

In forming the different faculties of the Vidyodaya University, Ven. Welivitiya
Sri Soratha Thero paid special attention to the educational tradition that has been
in existence from ancient times. Perfect examples of his philosophy in this regard
could be identified through the formation of the Faculty of Languages which taught
oriental languages such Pali, Sanskrit and Sinhala and through the formation of the
Faculty of Buddhist Education. The establishment of the Faculty of Applied Sciences
and the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce are further examples of a
new direction in this education philosophy, In addition, the University consists of
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the Faculty of Medicine, Graduate Studies, and the Faculties of Technology and
Engineering. We consider this to be continuation of the education path that was
initiated by Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero and propagated by Ven. Welivitiya
Sri Soratha Thero

The establishment of the, Vidyodaya Pirivena in Maligakanda was the greatest
contribution made by Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero. The Pirivena was
established in Maligakanda, a relatively under populated rural area of Maradana at
that time under the support of Don Philip De Silva Appuhami; a devout Buddhist
who built a large educational institution in this scenic area. The ‘Vidyadara Saba
wa’ — a Committee consisting of 13 devotees was formed initially. Before long, the
Pirivena became a centre for the revival of scholarship and learning in the country.

It has been stated in many government administration records that Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero was instrumental in reviving not only Pali but also
Sanskrit languages.

“It has not been long since the Vidyodaya Pirivena has been established.
However, we can be assured that Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero will train
and nurture academics competent in Pali and Sanskrit.”

Furthermore, in order to nurture a group of Buddhist monks armed with the
knowledge of the ancient traditions and modern developments, many modern areas
and subjects of study such as mathematics, English were taught in the Pirivena in
addition to, Thripitaka studies, Sinhala, Pali and Sanskrit languages, logic, prosody
and astrology.

4. Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero and His Distinguished Students

Just as ivory and pearls are rare and unique, greatness can only be achieved
by those who possess such qualities. Similarly, Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala
Thero was instrumental in nurturing many local and foreign lay persons as well as
Buddhist monks. Among these students, Ven. Mahagoda Sri Gnaneshwara thero,
Ven. Kukulnape Devarakshitha Thero, Ven. Benthara Sri Saranankara Thero, Ven.
Yarigala Sri Pragnananda Thero, Ven. Kahawe Sri Rathanasara Thero, Ven. Palane
Sri Vajiragnana Thero, Ven. Rambukwelle Sri Siddartha Thero, Ven. Bihalpola Sri
Devarakshitha Thero, Ven. Madugalle Sri Siddhartha Thero were some of the leading
local Buddhist monks, while Ven. Cojean Gunaratne Thero, Ven. Cojema Kondagna
Thero, Ven. Thachidana Thero, Ven. Chattigama Pragnanda Thero, Ven. Chattigama

53



Gnananda Thero were some of the foreign Buddhist monks. In addition, a Tamil
national was also ordained as Ven. Vimalabuddhi Thero.

Some of the other distinguished local and foreign students include, J.S.
Rajasundara, Thomas Karunaratna, Weragama Punchchibandara., Sathischandra
Vidyabooshana, Satho of Japan, Dharmananda Kosambi, Khecharadasa, Harage
Givonda and N.K. Bhagawan.

Having heard of the reputation and academic prowess of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala Thero, Sir Henry Steel Olcott, visited Sri Lanka. In his discussions with
Ven. Sri Sumangala Thero, he began to develop an interest in Buddhism and thus
began his involvement in the development of Buddhism in Sri Lanka. Subsequently,
The Theological Society and the first Buddhist school in Sri Lanka - Ananda College,
Colombo was established by Sir Henry Steel Olcott on the advice of Ven. Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Thero. At this point, as an alumni of Ananda College, I would like
to bring out a rather contentious issue. Since I’ve been interested in the history of
my school, I read a few books on this topic and I’ve spoken about the importance
of the history of Ananda College many times. As far as I’'m aware, Ananda College
was initially proposed to be named after Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero.
However, Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero had vehemently opposed this
decision and suggested that the school be named after Ven. Migettuwatte Gunananda
Thero. Finally, it was agreed to name the school as Ananda College. Ven. Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Thero had agreed to this not only because Ananda is the name of
the Chief Disciple of the Buddha but also because Ven. Migettuwatte Gunananda
Thero’s name also contained the word Ananda. Therefore, I feel that we have to
acknowledge that Ven Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero is in fact the Founder of
Ananda College. This is by no means intended to disrespect or devalue the service
rendered by Sir Henry Steel Olcott whom we continue to identify as the Founder of
Ananda College and commemorate his service annually. However, I strongly feel that
while we commemorate Sir Henry Steel Olcott, we cannot forget the contribution
rendered by Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero.

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero nurtured a multitude of students,
both lay and monk, who went on to become colossal figures that fragranced an
entire world. One such student was Ven. Welivitiye Sri Soratha Thero. Just as Ven
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero founded the Vidyodaya Pirivena in 1873, Ven.
Welivitiye Sri Soratha Thero founded the Vidyodaya University in 1959. According
to my knowledge ‘Vidyodaya’ means the dawn of knowledge. The word ‘Vidyodaya’
derives from the combination of two words - ‘vidya’ and ‘udaya’. Vidya meaning
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knowledge or science is formed from the root ‘vid’ and ‘udaya’ meaning dawn is
formed from the root ‘ud’. I am no linguist but I believe it’s our duty to investigate
the etymology of the words that are linked with our university.

5. Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero Through the Eyes Local and
Foreign Scholars

Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero was swift in making decisions, a
humble, kind, quick witted, farsighted, kind and charismatic Buddhist monk who was
honoured and admired by local and foreign communities alike. I will now present to
you a few of such anecdotes.

We have heard of the numerous historical accounts of the different debates
that were organised in different parts of the country to protect Buddhism from the
rapidly developing missionary forces. Ven. Migettuwatte Gunananda Thero was a
prominent speaker at these debates and everybody was aware that Ven. Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Thero provided the necessary information and training in preparation
for these debates. Sir Henry Steel Olcott who knew of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala
Thero’s involvement this these debates once said,

“The brains behind Migettuwatte Gunananda Thero’s voice is none other than
Sri Sumangala Thero.”

In the discussion of any distinguished personality, the views and opinions of his
contemporaries are significant. To me, the most comprehensive biographical account
of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero is by his student Ven. Yagirala Thero. In his
book, he speaks of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero in the following manner:

“If I have been elated and honoured by the birth of another honourable son to
Mother Lanka after Thotagamuwe Sri Rahula Thero, it would be for this honourable
son of Mother Lanka.”

The world renowned Sanskrit scholar, Satishchandra Vidyabhushana had the
great fortune of being taught by Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero. He arrived
in Sri Lanka to study Buddhism under Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero at the
Maligakande Vidyodaya Pirivena. In addition to learning to Pali, he also sought the
assistance of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero in academic matters relating to
Buddhist philosophy. He considered Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero as an
expert in Sanskrit.
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“To me, you are Ven. Thotagamuwe Rahula Thero who lived in Ceylon over
500 years and I Ramachandra Kavibarathi his humble student. As we travel through
this infinite universe, we unit again as teacher and student.’

Nobel Laureate, French Novelist Anatole France having once met Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero said:

“The Chief Prelate of the Southern sect (Meaning Theravada) of Ceylon, Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero showed a favourable reception to modern science.
This elderly monk with his light bronze-coloured face, draped majestically in his
yellow robe, reads Herbert Spencer’s work as he chewed betel-nut.”*

Ven. Welivitiye Soratha Thero was not a students of Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri
Sumangala Thero, but of Ven. Mahagoda Gnaneshwara Thero, Ven. Kahawa Sri
Rathanasara Thero and Ven. Bihalpola Sri Devarakshitha Thero who were all well-
known students of Ven. Sri Sumangala Thero. In order to show his gratitude to Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero, Ven. Welivitiye Soratha Thero compiled the most
comprehensive Sinhala dictionary to date and titled it ‘The Sri Sumangala Dictionary’.

According to Martin Wickramasinghe, the well- known Sinhala novelist, Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero is the successor to the movement initiated by
Welivitiye Sri Saranankara Thero to revive Buddhism and oriental languages that
were facing destruction with the expansion of western colonialism. He speaks of Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero in the following manner.

"As an ancient ascetic with a calm and peaceful demeanour, armed with
humility and great wisdom Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero spread Dhamma
scholarship to every corner of this country; setting aside all barriers of race, religion
and caste, he engaged in these activities who no expectations of fame or fortune."’

6. Commemorating Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero by the Present
Generation

‘Sabbe Sankhara Anichchati — all conditioned things are impermanent. As true
to the wisdom of the Buddha, Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Soratha Thero passed away 108
years ago. Although, we do not have the fortune of seeing him amidst us today,
the Vidyodaya Pirivena which he established continues to be an unshimmering light
withstanding the challenges of the changing times and while continuing to engage in
the dissemination of knowledge. Although, we do not have the luxury of listening to
his extraordinary lectures, we have an entire collection of his work. Ven. Hikkaduwe
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Sri Sumangala Thero dedicated his entire life not for his personal wellbeing but for
the promotion of Buddhism. He worked towards mentoring large number of students
who would work for the future of our country.

There are countless numbers of written texts commemorating the services of
Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero. However, we cannot built the society that
Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero envisioned by simply engaging in activities
of this nature. We have to continue to engage in Buddhist scholarship by combining
the local and global trends in education to ensure that Sri Lanka would shine in the
world.

Shantiniketan in India has introduced an entire course of study based on
its Founder - Rabindranath Tagore. Why can’t we offer a similar course on Ven.
Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero for all the students in all the faculties of our
University? I feel that we should do so because we have to study the life and work of
Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero.

To attempt to describe Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero’s character in few
words is futile. No amount time, books or words will ever do justice to this colossal
being and his magnanimous servitude to this nation. Thereby I conclude with simple
quote taken from Ven. Yarigala Thero’s: Sri Sumangala Thero:

“There are five invaluable jewels in your land. They are; The Sri Maha Bo
dhi, the Sacred Temple of the Tooth, Sri Pada, Ruwanmali Seya and this majestic
venerable monk who stands before us; ‘ Thripitakadhari’, the Most Ven. Hikkaduwe
Sri Sumangala Thero.

1. Taken from The Bhagavad Gita translated by Juan Mascaro; the Penguin Classics publication of
1962, p. 61.

2. Taken from Language, Literature and Cultural Influences of the Vidyodaya Pirivena. The 105"
Commemoration Lecture of Most Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thero by Ven. Prof. Neluwe
Sumanawansha Thero, Colombo 2016.

3. Same.

4. Ven. Yagirala Pannananda Thero (2009). The Biography of Ven. Sri Sumangala Thero, Colombo;
p.12.

5. Same, p. 218

6. Anatole France, ON LIFE AND LETTERS 3rd Series, A TRANSLATION BY D. B. STEWART,
1922, London.

7. Sri Sumangala : Edited by Kadihingala Soratha Thero and Premaratne Abeysekera. Colombo: Sri
Sumangala Commemoration Committee of the Vidyodaya University. 1962, p. 02.
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