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BIG DATA IN THE TIME OF A PANDEMIC

From the earliest time, it was observed that many plagues affected thousands of people
and destroyed colonies of civilizations. Up to today the exact number of casualties was
not recorded to the last digit, but rather an estimated figure was given. This was
mainly due to the absence of a correct recording system and not identifying the role of
big data in the time of a crisis. Since a pandemic is spread across the globe and the
causalities were rising every day it was rather difficult to keep track of the number of
deaths. Another complexity that arrived was that since many cases were different from
one another it was difficult to analyze each scenario in so little time. Fast-forwarding
to 2020 where technological development is at its peak, where robots are used to treat
the sick, data was given its needed prominence to cope with the pandemic. Therefore

the question arises, how can big data be used in a time of a pandemic?

What are the big data? Big data are large volumes of data that could not be analyzed
using traditional methods. Since data itself did not hold any value the data should be
analyzed using the correct methods to understand the underlying meaning of it.
Presently with the emergence of big data, scientists can analyze the data to understand
the virus patterns, record and analyze the previous medical history of individuals, track

travel patterns, and develop coping strategies with the lockdown.

Since the number of deaths is rising every day with the help of big data it is easier to
keep a track of patients' medical history to understand how the magnitude of Covid-19
could vary from other diseases. For example, if a data bundle of Covid -19 patients
was taken who are also having a history of diabetes, it is easier to understand that there
is a higher impact of Covid-19 on these individuals. Also by analyzing the symptom
variations and patterns of the infected individuals, the authorities can easily detect the
potentially infected parties. This could benefit the process of harvesting awareness

among individuals.
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Since the disease seems to be spreading around anyone who holds close contact with
the infected individual it is vital to understand the traveling history and close
associates of the infected individual to stop community spread. Big data can be used as
an effective method to make this process possible. By tracking the credit card history,

transportation tickets and receipts, and activated GPS locations, the intelligence can
identify where the individuals have traveled and with who they have kept close

contact.

Also with the help of big data different coping strategies for the lockdown can be
created. This can be made possible with the leads and insights generated by the
collected big data.

For example, if the authorities can identify; effective resource distribution channels,
highly infected areas to impose curfew in order to restrict entrance and exit for those
areas, demand for goods and identify low-level income owner in the areas to provide
subsidies the multi-effect of the pandemic can be minimized and different coping

strategies can be formulated.

Thus, with the emergence of big data and big data techniques and tools, the world has
discovered new platforms to generate insights that will enable better coping
mechanisms in a peak of a pandemic. This is an excellent portray that data is by far the
most valuable component and with the right tools and techniques, anything is possible

to identify, analyze, and achieve.

Navodi Wickramaarachchi

3rd Year
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Corona Diaries

The terrific Corona second wave,
Was dangerous than the first wave,
where it destroyed the attempts taken to rise up,
which made people’s eyes up,

Sample tests were done using PCR,
Severe patients in clustered areas were given CPR,
Day by day the GDP of people decreased,
Meanwhile day by day incidence rate increased,

Some people worked at home,
So they earned at fome,

Therefore their families enjoyed at home,
Meanwhile some people were unemployed at home,
Therefore they had to starve with poverty at home,

Therefore for them hell was [ike home,

E- learning came while students were day dreaming,
And then some students came to mode of learning,
Meanwhile poor students couldn’t start studying,
Therefore they had to start crying,
And then they started neglecting,
Because laptops, smart phones Internet connections were not in their
living,

How much data was collected, analyzed for conclusions no one Rnows,
Somehow at the end everyone had to mask their nose. ..

E. R M. JayaRody
Co-Secretary -Third Year




New Normal, New Life

I wonder how the world changes,
The rapid pace of constant changing,
The new normal always changes,

Every aspect in life is changing.

Education has become online,
No friends or family to meet,
Most aspects of life has become online,

Social distance is the new meet.

Social media has become easy to access,
Health has become doctor online,
Mental health decline with online access,

Bullying and crime is now mostly online.

Religious beliefs are spread online,
Misinformation is also spread onling,

More damage is done to lives online,

Suicide attempts has increased due to activity
online.

The adjustments in life are not easy to make,
Filtering good from bad has become difficult,
Bad decisions are now easy to make,

Keep in touch with yourself has become
difficult.

The number of new cases keeps on increasing,
Social unrest has kept increasing,

Social movements are online and increasing,

Mental health is now decreasing.

&

The life online is nothing to mess,
But online toxic comments are unrest,
Progress made by people is now a mess,

Everyone is now a bit or more unrest.

Use internet with extreme care,
Talk to your friends and family today,
Show compassion and empathy and care,

Everyone is battling a demon today.

Pandemic situations keep coming and going,
It is our duty to fulfill are part,
Adjust to new changes and keep going,

Everything is a story and you are a part.

Kenisha Liyanage

Final year
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Quarantine Puzzle

10.

11.

12.

14.




ACross

1. To stay at home separately from the
general public

3. Ability to resist or fight off an infection.

5. The city where is the starting point of
Covid-19.

6. People should stay away from public places
with large gathering of people

8. Keep people away from each other to prevent
the spread of disease.

12. Rule or law that sets a time that certain people
have to be off the streets.

13. The organization which is to protect public
health around the world.

14. A disease that can be transmitted from
animals to human.

Down

2. A large outbreak of a disease in a short period.

4. A large group of submicroscopic infectious.
7. Signs of illness.
9. The state of feeling alone.

10. Always cover your mouth when you have

.............. Or Sneeze.

11. An individual who is highly contagious and

capable of transmitting disease.

M. V. A. G. U. Pabasara

Committee member — 3" year
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Answers for the Puzzle

AcCross Down

1. Self 2. Epidemic
3. Immunization 4. \Virus

5. Wuhan 7. Symptoms
6. Social distance 9. Isolation

8. Quarantine 10. Cough

12. Curfew 11. Superspeader
13. WHO

14. Zoonotic
1. (iii) SARS-CoV -2
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