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Preface

The International Research Conference on Humanities and Social Sciences (IRCHS)
2012 is the first of its kind to be organized by the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences (FHSS) and therefore, this is a historic moment for the FHSS.

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences was initiated as one of the five faculties
of the Vidyodaya University when it was established in 1959 with the main purpose of
promoting national language and culture. The faculty has evolved from this noble
beginning to its present status as a modern centre of higher education in social sciences
and humanities. The faculty provides high quality education in a large number of
disciplines and is committed to the development of the community and the nation at
large through the dissemination and enhancement of knowledge enriched with the
country's cultural heritage. Presently, it offers courses for B.A. three-year and four-year
degree programmes conducted by ten departments in 22 main disciplines. The
International Research Conference on Humanities and Social Sciences — 2012 should be

viewed as a pioneering attempt to reach to the outside world in fulfilling its mission.

Without doubt, a research conference is a premier forum for academics and
professionals from around the world to come together to share their research on a
particular discipline. In this regard, FHSS of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura has
made a giant leap forward by providing such a forum for the academics and researchers
around the world to contribute to knowledge in the sphere of humanities and social
sciences. Further, IRCHS has offered the opportunity to the scholars to present their
papers in Sinhala, English, and Tamil thereby ensuring ethnic integration through
academic cooperation. Although this is the first conference of this nature organized by
the FHSS, the conference secretariat received 393 abstracts including abstracts from a
substantial number of international scholars too, which made the selection process very

competitive.

However, the organization of an international research conference involves diverse

stakeholders and contributors. We take this opportunity to thank them and express our



gratitude to them. First, we thank the Vice Chancellor, Dr. N.L.A Karunaratne of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura for his unstinting support and cooperation, advice
and guidance, and the keen interest taken in the organization of this event. Second, we
extend our deepest gratitude to the Dean of the FHSS, Prof. Athukorala for his
pioneering role in the organization of IRCHS-2012 and his excellent rapport with the
organizing committee from the inception of IRCHS till this day providing advice,
support and courage. Also, we deeply appreciate the advisory role played by Dr.
Chandrakumara of the Dept of Economics participating in all the meetings and
extending his cooperation in all matters relating to IRCHS. Our special thanks should go
to the Manager of the People's Bank, Gangodawila for his prompt response in
sponsoring the conference bag. Finally, we owe our gratitude to all the other
stakeholders and sponsors without whose cooperation and patronage, this event would

not take this shape.

We wish IRCHS-2012 all the best and look forward to some exciting and inspiring

presentations.
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Message of the Vice Chancellor

It is indeed a pleasure to send this message to the first International Research
Conference on Humanities and Social Sciences organized by the Faculty of Humanities

and Social Sciences of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

This conference is a pioneering effort of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
which reflects the spirit and enthusiasm of the faculty members to achieve academic
excellence through knowledge production and knowledge sharing. The significance of
the conference is tremendous especially in a context where the common acceptance
concerning the role of the Sri Lankan Universities has been that they should cater to
teaching and learning, rather than research. Therefore, an international research
conference of this nature is both crucial and timely as it provides a forum for the
scholars from around the world to come together and share their research in the
respective disciplines and thus contribute to the academic enhancement of the scholars
and, broadly, to the development of the country. As the Vice Chancellor of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, | have always accepted this significance, and
promoted research not only as a doorway to knowledge but also as a vital ingredient for

the country’s development.

However, | am also aware of the challenges associated with the organization of this type
of conference. Therefore, | express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the organizers,
advisors and all the other stake holders for their untiring efforts and commitment in this
regard and also express my readiness to support similar events in the university in the

future too.

Dr. N. L. A. Karunaratne

The Vice Chancellor

University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Nugegoda

Sri Lanka



Message of the Dean

It is with great pleasure that | send this message to the first International Research
Conference on Humanities and Social Sciences organized by the Faculty of Humanities

and Social Sciences of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura.

This conference is a historical event when viewed in the light of the historical
background of the Faculty. The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (formerly,
Faculty of Arts) was established in 1959 at the time of the initiation of the University of
Sri Jayewardenepura (formerly, Vidyodaya University) itself in 1959. Throughout this
period, the faculty has achieved academic excellence by training scholars in two broad
disciplines of Humanities and Social Sciences, who are presently working all over the
world winning acclaim in their relevant disciplines.

This symposium can be considered as a timely event which enhances Sri Lanka’s effort
of becoming the knowledge hub of Asia. It will be a good forum for intellectuals from
all over the world to share their new knowledge in a number of disciplines with the

fellow scholars.

The success of the symposium can be attributed to the untiring efforts of the symposium
committee who worked round the clock to see this event through successfully despite
numerous difficulties to have it on the scheduled date. | thank all the members of the
committee for their commitment and hard work to make this event a success.

Let me also express my sincere gratitude to the researchers for undertaking to present
their research findings at this International Symposium.

I wish IRCHS-2012 all the best and look forward to similar events in the near future

too.

Prof. P. Athukorala

Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Sri Jayewardenepura

Nugegoda

Sri Lanka
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

THE MAGIC ART OF HUMAN ACTION

Gunnar Olsson
Department of Human Geography
Uppsala University, Sweden
Gunnar.Olsson@kultgeog.uu.se

Esteemed friends of the University of Sri Jayewendenepura — when will | ever learn to

pronounce that long name properly! Honored hosts and fellow guests alike:

If you only knew how happy | am to be back on this enchanted island, to be able to once
again see the temples, hear the monkies, smell the incense, taste the fish, touch the
ground. Very sincere thanks to the members of the organizing committee for inviting
me and especially to you Professor Deheragoda for your unflagging friendship and for
your never faulting efficiency in arranging it all.

This said, on with the task for which | have come this long way over the
mountains and across the seas — a short lecture in which | will do my best to bring
together some of my own ideas about the relations between the humanities and the
social sciences, experiences that by now have been with me for more than half a
century. And what a fascinating, non-ending and interesting adventure those years have
been, from beginning to end an attempt to understand how we understand, every day
steeped in the hope of catching a glimpse of how we become whatever we become, how
and why we think-and-do whatever we may think-and-do.

But wait! What is it to be interesting, and where do I go to find it? As so often
before, the answer lies in the word itself, for the English term ‘inter-esting’ stems from
the Latin inter esse, literally ‘in-between-being’. To be interesting is consequently to
dwell in the razor-sharp limit between categories, to explore the trenches of the no-
man’s land of the excluded middle, to map the horrifying territory of the IDP’s. Now, if
I am courageous enough to enter that crater-strewn wasteland, and if 1 am curious
enough to keep my eyes and ears open, then | will eventually encounter the mythical

figure of Janus, my own favorite among gods. What intrigues me with this pivoting
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symbol of gate-keeping is less that he is equipped with a body that enables him to see in
different directions at the same time, more that he has a mind which allows him to
merge seemingly contradictory categories into one meaningful whole. From his
watchtower at the middle of the Kwai bridge he is consequently able to keep both sides
of the abysmal gorge under constant surveillance, in the same glance catching a glimpse
of those pasts that once were and of those futures that have yet to come.

Given the Greek fear of the void, it is not surprising that Janus was
invented in Rome rather than in Athens. In the lands surrounding the Mediterranean,
however, his image was everywhere to be seen, for it was stamped on practically every
coin, itself a symbol of what money really is: an abstract concept with one part rooted in
the past of material objects, the other stretching into the future of social relations, use-
value magically turned into exchange-value. Simsalabim and the bank makes a fortune!
For the same reason every gate-keeping janitor is named after Janus, just as January is
the month that marks the beginning of the year. To put it very succinctly, Janus’ main
concerns are one with my own: the magic power of human action, hence the title of
the present presentation. Defiantly, | therefore pray again:

Oh, Janus! Help me become a sinner. Let me understand how you break

definitions and thereby create. Show me how you erase what others see as

irresolvable paradoxes. Teach me the equation of that third lens inside

your head whereby contradictory images are transformed into coherent

wholes. Speak memory, speak! And the walls come mumbling down.
Accordingly, I will now place this friend of mine on the operation table, cut his skull
open, lay his brain bare, investigate how his mind is wired. And let me warn you that
what we will then discover is that this figure steeped in double bind is not a madman to
be locked up in the asylum, but nothing less than a condensation of what it means to be
human.

Lest it be thought that my understanding of the categorial void is too closely tied
to the Abrahimitic world, I now recall a stunning visit to the main temple of Kandy,
where | and my wife five years ago were taken by our friend, the Reverend Dr
Sangasumana, present here among us. Once at the temple gate this venerable man let us
know (most fittingly in a rather hush-hush voice) that the high priest had agreed to grant
us a rare audience. Not just any audience, though, but a visit to the holiest of the holy, a



small room on the upper floor with an altar bestrewn with jasmine flowers and the
sacred tooth of Buddha enshrined in a casket of gold, the national symbol. Before
entering this forbidden place, the two foreigners were most carefully instructed how to
be behave, especially not to step on the threshold, the barrier that separates the
commoners in an antechamber and the higher classes in a middle room, on the one side,
from the inner sanctum with the king, his closest ministers and the water-increasing
official, on the other. A wonderful illustration of how the taboo-laden limit between
categories can be materialized in an untouchable janitor.

Had he been with us (which indeed he was), then Janus would have felt at
home. Still our memorable experience was nothing compared to what reputedly
happened some time in 1592, that fateful year when the runaway King for the first time
entered the same space as the Swedish couple did in December 2007. For what the King
then did was that before he entered, he kneeled and put his forehead on the polished
threshold. In retrospect it is of course impossible not to grasp the symbolic meaning of
what was going on: the stamp of power in the place of power, the mark of Cain in a
Buddhist context, a clear warning that whoever sets foot on the threshold is trampling
not on a material object, but on power itself. No wonder that the Reverend was so
nervous, his own reputation, perhaps his entire future, put on the line. Why? Because it
is the clergy’s key function to handle transition rites, and that holds regardless of the
particular faith that the particular celebrant happens to be preaching. The conclusion is
that the limit between life and death, child and adult, bride and wife is so important and
so difficult to grasp that it is not for the non-initiated to bless.

Fueled by that conviction, my imagination now carries me on a red carpet
all the way from Sri Lanka to Syria, from the temple of Kandy to the town of Tell el-
Farah located forty kilometers north of Aleppo. Once there | immediately move on to
the remnants of the Ishtar temple, where a threshold with some huge foot prints has
been unearthed, marks presumably left by the goddess herself, by definition free to
move wherever she fancies, her promises never to be trusted. Predictably unpredictable,
such are the thoughts-and-actions of the secret police, the current atrocities in Libya no
exception. And thus it is first that every power-wielder thinks-and-acts with the mind-
set of a trespassing terrorist, then that the terrorist’s hide-away is located in the abysmal

void between categories, the space of the excluded middle which Aristotle in his



codification of the laws of thought inserted between the categories of identity and
difference. That said, it should now be obvious why the excluded middle is excluded;
because it is one with the power it symbolizes, a power notorious for its fear of having
its secrets told, of parading with its pants down.

Given that remark, Ishtar’s foot-prints remind us of the fundamental
distinction between the ruler and his subjects. Thus, while common people like you and
me are strictly forbidden to enter the no man’s land that separates one category from
another, it is the King’s privilege — nay, his very raison d’étre — to do exactly that. And
that explains why the threshold in Tell el-Farah is so incredibly inter-esting, for
according to the Babylonian belief it was Ishtar who bestowed on the ancient kings the
right to rule. Sweet lips she had and a beautiful figure, the goddess of sexuality and
fertility, by some accounts the mother who had born the world and still remained a
virgin, the embodied tension between the principle of self-reference and the logic of the
excluded middle, between the pointing arrow and the serpent snatching its own tail.

So what is the point? The point is that in their conception of human action
today’s social scientists might have as much to learn from the accumulated insights of
the humanities as from the failed politics of social engineering. The reason is, of course,
that by placing themselves so precisely on the threshold between this and that,
particularly between the immortal gods and the deadly humans, the old mythologies —
including currently practiced religions — go right to the pulsating heart of power itself.
Beware, though, for whatever we call god is in my mind nothing but a projection of
ourselves. Therefore, tell me who your gods are, and | shall tell you who you are, how
and why you think-and-act as you think-and-act.

Once that has been granted — if granted it is — it becomes immensely
rewarding to read the central parts of the Old Testament and the Koran as a critical
analysis of the structure and techniques of power, in many ways more fundamental and
more penetrating than anything ever penned by Niccolo Machiavelli. If, after such a
reading, you still wonder why they came to arrest you, then you can blame yourself.
Sorry, my mate.

True as this may be, | nevertheless pray that no one will interpret my
remarks as a blasphemy, but instead take them as what they really are: an homage to the

ancient writers who twenty-five centuries ago laid bare the structure of how the world is



governed. As the French have it, plus ¢ca change, plus c¢a reste la méme chose, in
postmodernist jargon, in every already there is always a not yet; and as Karl Marx never
tired of telling us, every ideology has its double roots in the forces of mystification and
domination, money itself a prime example. It follows that acting in money is like acting
in speech, by extension that wealth is not a material thing possessed but a social relation
performed. Once again, to find an analogy, we must have recourse to the mist-
enveloped regions of the religious world. And by no coincidence, both money and the
right angle — two inventions as important as the invention of the wheel — were made in
the Middle East about 2.600 years ago.
*

This said we are now finally ready to gather around the tree of knowledge, some
perhaps for admiring its beauty, others for picking its fruits. And as we stand there,
eagerly waiting to find out what will happen, we recall that the word ‘tree’ has its
etymological root in the Indo-European doru, a term which in its turn is directly related
to the English words ‘truth’ and ‘trust’. The implication is, of course, that these two
concepts — like the activities of logic and rhetoric — are the dialectical twins of each
other, that a non-trusted truth is not a truth at all, merely a fantasy. That situation,
however, is much complicated once we let the tautological, hence non-informative,

a=a
transcend itself into the informative

a=b
the former expression standing for the godly name of I AM WHO | AM, the latter for
the definite description of THIS IS THAT. Thus, while a=a is an analytic truism which
adds nothing to our knowledge, a=b is a synthetic statement which contributes
significantly to what we knew before. It follows that to state a scientific truth is to say
that something is something else, and be believed when one does so, from beginning to
end an exercise in translation. But everyone with eyes to see and ears to hear
immediately objects that just as a is a so b is b and that, regardless of all rhetorical
tricks, the two will never be one and the same. The quarrels of the Islamists and the
Christians in a nutshell, the New Testament originally written in Greek and later
translated into countless idioms, the Arabic of the Koran in principle considered non-

translatable.



Rephrased: How much difference does it take to turn an informative truth
into a deliberate lie? Difficult question in deed, for it is built into the structure of
language itself that perfect translation is impossible, that reality is never what it is said
to be, never a perfect copy of its maker’s intentions. A power-filled question as well, for
where is politics located if not in the wafer-thin interface between identity and
difference, individual and society, one and many, us and them. No wonder that the
excluded middle is excluded, for who can now doubt that it is one with power itself,
who can now doubt that by touching the threshold, the Sinhalese King was in effect
blessing himself. No wonder either that there is no civil war without internally displaced
persons. Sadder than sad, madness deployed as a strategic weapon.

Rephrased again: If

a=a
Is the shared fix-point of Aristotelian logic and monotheistic religion (which it is), and if
a=b
is the paradigm of scientific truth (which it is), then it is easy to understand why the
timing of the present conference is so well chosen. Perhaps you may even understand
why in my own mind we are meeting not in the Colombo suburb of Nugegoda (although
in a trivial sense of course we are), but in the non-touchable gap between past and
future, in that finger-snapping moment of human action in which the this no longer is
this and the that has not yet turned into the particular that, which it is destined to be.
Making knowledge deliver —thus, as you will recall, sounds the catcall that brought us
all here.

As the LorD of Genesis has it, Let there be, and there is, light and
darkness, land and water, the sun and the moon, man and woman, you and me,
everything flowing out of the creator’s mouth, the entire world built not with the help of
spades and bulldozers but by being literally uttered; nothing but a speech act. And like
our present-day lawmakers he looked back at what he had done, claimed that it was very
good, and took a day off.

*
But wait, wait again! What really is human action?
The answer is that human action is a game of ontological transformations, a

theatrical performance in which one type of being is turned into another, word into



object, abstract ideology into concrete reality, invisible meaning into touchable thing.
On that rendering the actor is essentially an applied semiotician, like the Lorp himself a
categorial juggler who uses the Saussurean bar as his magic wand, that wand being one
with the fraction line which in the sign of the sign keeps Signifier and signified together
and apart. Hokus pokus and via my tongue and pen a set of deliberations are being
codified into a document of paragraphs, rules through which human relations are
metamorphosed into streets and canals, bridges and airports, houses and beds,
eventually into the birth of a child. The point is that non-operationalized politics is not
politics, just as non-tested science is not science. The expression a=b in another light;
the names of Jahweh and Mohammed as well.

Once again, to counter the allegation that my analysis is too Abrahamitic, let me
now briefly turn to Enuma elish, the Babylonian creation epic which some say is not a
creation epic at all, but the well-rehearsed story of how the god Marduk gains and
retains his elevated position as the Lord of lords. No matter which, this ancient text is to
me a completely crucial document. For unlike the corresponding accounts in the Old
Testament and the Koran, the two texts that let us know how the world was created ex
nihilio — out of nothing — the Enuma elish details how it was the result of a violent
power struggle.

On this rendering the Enuma elish emerges as nothing less than a search
for the topos of topoi, a text more concerned with the creation of people than with the
manufacturing of things, a foundational treatise on politics rather than religion. Its
premise is that in the beginning of the beginning nothing has yet been formed, because
in the beginning of the beginning no things have yet been named. All that exists are the
two coordinates of above and below, cardinal positions waiting to be inundated by the
fluids of Apsu and Tiamat, the former masculine and sweet, the latter feminine and
bitter. And as if to underline the spatiality of its own structure, the term ‘Apsu’ literally
means ‘abyss’ and ‘outermost limit,” by linguistic coincidence connected also to ‘the
great deep,” ‘the primal chaos,” ‘the bowels of earth,” ‘the infernal pit.” A perfect
example of proper name and definite description merged into one.

From the mingling of Apsu and Tiamat there eventually emerge three
pairs of gods, and these, like ordinary teenagers behave so badly that Apsu decides to

get rid of them. Of this the youngsters of course came to know and to save themselves



their undisputed leader, Ea, kills him instead, the first patricide on record. On top of the
corpse, i.e. across the abyss, Ea then builds a splendid house for himself and his wife
Damkina. And there, right in the middle of the excluded middle, in the chamber of
destinies, their son Marduk is conceived, the most awesome being ever to be:

Four were his eyes, four were his ears;

When his lips moved, fire blazed forth.

The four ears were enormous

And likewise his eyes; they perceived everything.
Highest among the gods, his form was outstanding.

Much to tell about Marduk’s future adventures, including how he fought
with his mother, how he blew her up and out of the corpse constructed the world, how
he divided the gods (uncertain how exactly they had come about) into two groups, each
vassal assigned his proper place in the feudal system, three hundred stationed as
watchers of Heaven, an equal number as guardians on the earth. To solidify his position
and perpetuate his rule he summons them all to a parliamentary meeting where he first
tells them that they are working too hard and then lets them know that he has found a
way to lessen their burdens; he has invented mankind — the prototype of you and me — to
be their slaves. Not as in the biblical story a creation formed in his own image, but a
savaged concoction stirred together from the blood of the slaughtered Quingu, Tiamat’s
lover and commander in chief. Nothing like a perfect copy of the perfect original,
merely a black sausage! A deed appropriately described as a deed impossible to
describe. To top it off, and to make sure that like a fox he will always have a way out,
he gives himself fifty different names, in effect a version of the tautological 1 AM
WHO | AM.

To conclude: the central message of Enuma elish is that the world created is the
mirror image of the Court of Power, literally a representation of a representation, a map
of a map. Therefore, when the epic moves from the power struggles of the gods to the
creation of the world, Marduk is no longer dressed in the warrior’s coat of mail but in
the uniform of the land surveyor. Thus adorned,

he crossed the sky to survey the infinite distance; he stationed himself

above apsu, that apsu built by [Ea] over the old abyss which now he

surveyed, measuring in and marking out.



And for that reason this entire lecture should be understood as a formidable mapping
expedition, an explication of how we find our way in the power-filled world of human
thought-and-action.

*
Therefore — and since most of my listeners are neither geometricians measuring in nor
geographers marking out — just a minimalist sketch of what a map is.

Most importantly, a map is a rhetorical tool of unsurpassed strength, a weaving
together of picture and story, the former essentially metaphoric, the latter metonymic.
Now, saying that every map is a picture is obviously for everyone to see, a statement so
self-evident that it is almost trivial. But in which sense is every map also a story?
Because its very purpose is to charter the way from here to there, to take the user from
the this of the a to the that of the b. And the best way to do so is to tell a travel story,
indicative and imperative in the same breath, deductive logic and axiomatic geometry
outstanding examples. Here you are, there you should go, such is the rhetoric which
takes us from the truth of the premises to the truth of the conclusion, cartographic
reason in practice.

Now, in order to do his job properly, the mapmaker needs three instruments, all
of them freely displayed in the present performance.

First comes the fix-point, the hook on which the world is hung. In the
conventional case this is of course the magnetic North Pole, but in the medieval mappae
mundi it was Paradise, by general consensus located in the east, where the sun rises. In
my own case, the fix-point is instead in the concept of power, a force which is
inherently invisible, always on the move and generally symbolized by a range of gods;
on the surface Janus and Apsu, Tiamat and Ishtar, deeper down the tautological a=a and
the informative a=b, by extension Mohammed and Jesus Christ. The fix-point of fix-
points is nevertheless the personal pronoun I, quite appropriately the linguistic shifter
par excellence.

Then comes the scale, by definition a translation function — one centimeter on
the map corresponding to one kilometer on the ground, blue to water, a line to a road. In
my own case, the scale is instead in the concept of ontological transformations, the

formula that captures how abstract ideas are turned into concrete matter. Let there be,



and the material relations that are the stuff of the five senses of the body are
metamorphosed into the social relations that constitute the sixth sense of culture.

Finally comes the mappa, the cartographer’s version of the painter’s canvas, the
tain of the mirror, the wall of Plato’s cave. While for the conventional land surveyor a
high quality paper is good enough, for us the mappa is one with the taken-for-granted,
one with the socialization processes whose very point it is to make us obedient and
predictable. This is in deed the crucial difference between the humans and all other
species (some apes excluded) that we are the only animal blessed with the faculty of
imagination. And whoever masters the art of imagination he thereby also knows how to
play the trick of making the absent present; of lying and of telling the truths; of bringing
forth what has never been seen or heard before; to journey through and to map the
landscape of ontological transformations.

As an illustration — and at the same time a summary of my argument — let
us follow the word ‘power’ itself as it moves through the grammar of the parts of
speech, for every step along the way becoming less and less mimetic, more and more
abstract.

The starting point of that journey is in the fist, the whip, the bomb, in the word
‘power’ as a concrete noun, one material object hitting another. True! Yet not true
enough. For power now shows itself to be less a concrete noun and more an abstract
noun, not merely a thing, but a relation; as William Blake so famously put it: “Prisons
are built with stones of Law, Brothels with bricks of Religion.” True! Yet not true
enough. For in the blinding light of the torture chamber neither victim nor perpetrator
doubts that power is a doing, hence that ‘power’ is a verb. Not just any verb, though,
but a battery of modal verbs, those three and four letter words which tell both sides
what may, must and can be done. True! Yet not true enough. For when | eventually
listen to my own conscience, then | hear it whisper that killing is sometimes good and
sometimes evil, sometimes a duty, sometimes strictly forbidden. And in that twist the
word ‘power’ changes again, on this occasion into an adverb, even an adjective. True,
yet not true enough. For no act is performed in a vacuum, but always in a dialogue
between I and Thou, ‘power’ on that account a pronoun, us and them the politically
most prominent. True! Yet not true enough. For it is undeniable that the alternative

positions of us and them — to say nothing about the I, you, he, she and it — reflect their
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respective standings in the landscape of human action. Hence ‘power’ comes out as
what it really is — a preposition, literally a position assumed in advance; to wit, there is
a profound difference between standing inside looking out and standing outside looking
in, between being at a limit, on a limit, in a limit.

True! And finally true enough, the slashing whip condensed into a
dematerialized point, a century of art history resurfacing as a lecture on the relations
between the humanities and the social sciences. For it is when the cartographer’s
critique has reached this level that we are at the deepest layer of the taken-for-granted,
every mappa uniquely prepared. And this explains why regardless of how well you
know a foreign language, a faulty preposition will eventually give you away. Ludwig
Wittgenstein was right: Solipsism is at the same time the most honest and the most
unsayable of all philosophies. The limits of my language mean the limits of my world,
exactly as it was surmised in the opening lines of Enuma elish.

*
In conclusion: Magic is the art of human action, an imagination of the absent made
present, a desire so desirous that it can never be satisfied. Driven by its ability to
imagine what lies beyond its body, the semiotic animal is in fact constantly trying to be
what it knows it cannot be — a perfect sign perfectly communicated. Dreams are such
stuff that we are made of. As usual, Shakespeare was right:

When my love swears that she is made of truth,
| do believe her, though | know she lies;

O, love’s best habit is in seeming trust,

And age in love loves not to have years told:
Therefore, | lie with her, and she with me,

And in our faults by lies we flattered be.
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Interpretation of Rasas in Rasa Theory of Classical Indian Poetics
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Poetics is one of the three main branches of knowledge including grammar and
philosophy in which Indian scholarship has presented valuable and relevant findings
during ancient and medieval periods. Indian Poetics especially classical Sanskrit poetics
holds an old and rich tradition starting from Bharta’s Natyashatra (almost 2" century
C.E.) and extended up to Panditraja Jagan Natha’s Rasgangadhara (17" century C.E.).
It continued about thousands of years, presenting various logical, philosophical,
linguistic and semantic approaches to study the literary texts. As a result, a number of
great works have been produced in the concerned field and six main schools of Sanskrit
poetics namely Rasa School, Alamkara School, Dhvani School, Riti School,Vakrokati
School and Auchitya School came into existence.

The main issues discussed in these schools are; themes of literature, forms of
literature, purpose of literature, basic elements of literature, its characteristics, types and
the creative process as a whole. Rasa theory occupies the pride of place among all these
schools of Indian Poetics. Bharata Muni is acknowledged to be the first exponent of the
doctrine, which he has systematically set forth in his celebrated treatise on dramaturgy,
called Natyashastra. In Natyashastra Bharata has interpreted every aspect of literature
in terms of ‘Rasa’, a mental state or pleasure aesthetically enjoyed or capable of being
tested or relished. Further he has described eight Rasas linked with unique Sthayi
Bhawas or permanent moods of human mind. Even though, his main concern was for
the dramatic art form, but now Rasa theory has been applied to study all forms of
literature including other forms of art and aesthetic creations also.

This paper is based on a discussion of Rasa theory and specially focusing on
interpretation of eight Rasas. Overall contribution and relevance of Rasa theory will

also be discussed in this paper.

Key Words: Indian Poetics, Rasa theory, Bharata Muni
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Study on Involvement in Aesthetic Activities and Academic
Performance of Undergraduates: The Case of the Faculty of
Management Studies and Commerce of University of Sri

Jayewardenepura in Sri Lanka
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2Department of Public Administration, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
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Enhancing knowledge seems to be a partial objective in any education process in
the contemporary society. The ultimate goal of the education should be the creation of a
good citizen. It is widely believed perception that the involvement in aesthetic activities
in the learning process helps to enhance various talents of students and nurture positive
attitudes. Several researches confirmed that there is a positive relationship between
involving in Aesthetic activities and academic performance of students in educational
institutions.This study examines the relationship between involvement in Aesthetic
activities and academic performance of the undergraduates of the Faculty of
Management Studies and Commerce of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura in Sri
Lanka. The study was done through a self-administrated structured questionnaire of a
sample of 200 undergraduates (around 5% of the total population) for the year 2010.The
sample consists of first, second, third and fourth year undergraduates, representing both
students who engaged in aesthetic activities and who did not.Correlation analysis was
done to examine the relationship between academic performance and the involvement
of Aesthetic activities of the undergraduates of the Faculty. It was found that there is an
insignificant weak positive relationship between the involvement in aesthetic activities
and the accumulated Grade Point Average of the undergraduates. To identify reasons
for this phenomenon, ten in-depth interviews were undertaken with students who have
higher academic performance at the end semester examinations conducted by the
Faculty. The qualitative analysis revealed several interrelated factors in this regard.
Some major reasons are; heavy work load of the students (five subjects with many

assignments within a very limited time period per semester), students’ involvement in
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professional examinations and training programs (due to the competition of the job
market), the involvement in any job due to their financial difficulties, a strong
determination to obtain a (first) class etc. Due to these reasons, many undergraduates of
the Faculty have given their least priority to aesthetic activities during their educational
process.This situation leads to produce graduates with lack of essential qualities such as
creativity and sensitivity which violate the ultimate goal of education- that is “creating

good citizens”. Finally, policy measures are suggested to overcome this situation.

Keywords: Aesthetic Activities, Academic performance, Management, Undergraduates
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‘Language of Dance' with Special Attention to the Bharata Natyam

and Dance Choreography in Contemporary Times

Sunethra Kankanamge
Department of Sinhala and Mass Communication, University of Sri

Jayewardenepura
rashmimandeer@gmail.com

Each dance form has its own language, technique or style. This has resulted in
the evolution of a number of dance forms in the world. Exploring ways of the given text
embodies the movement and the personal creativity of a dancer. Instead of basing it on
one's own creative structure by personalizing the language of style, making experiments
and explorations are more acceptable for the dance choreography. The original structure
and method of embodiment of the composition should be in 'correct' version, when
everything else being incorrect on the stage.

This paper aims to examine the language of Bharatanatyam with special
reference to Bharatamuni's Natyasastra. Also this will examine how language of the
Bharatanatyam dance form was expressed in dance choreography in the past and also
how the language of various dance forms is expressed in the dance choreography in the
contemporary times. Further, this paper will also investigate whether a dancer can create
any emotions on the stage without a proper text.

The resource materials of the methodology will consist of readings of research
on techniques and practices of Bharatanatyam as an ancient dance form, dance
choreography, articles and commentaries. Here, | shall depend on theory as well as
performances in tracing the visual picture of dance choreography in the contemporary

times to examine the language of dance.

Keywords: Language, dance, Bharatanatyam, choreography, emotions
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Guiding the "Post- Spectator' in Sri Lankan Theatre

Sunethra Kankanamge
Department of Sinhala & Mass Communication, University of Sri

Jayewardenepura
rashmimandeer@gmail.com

“Spectator is an authentic community. It expresses a modernistic ideology on
spectator, using its special paradigm”.

The above quote applies very much to the contemporary stage dramas in a
context where encroaching technologies have created a paradigm shift within the theatre
and perception of the relationship between performance, space and lighting. Attempts
are made, using an electric bell, or in terms of direct instructions to maintain silence or
to switch off the mobile phones to guide or control the spectator before the
commencement of a play.

In this paper, | examine the shift in the concept of spectatorship from a pre-
modern to a postmodern age with respect to ‘guiding the post spectator’ with special
significance to the Sri Lankan theatre. Further, the paper will also examine the
dramaturgy of the spectator. In particular, | will examine the question whether it is
necessary to “prepare” the spectator for a play as done in the contemporary plays using
technology.

The resource materials of the methodology will consist of readings of research
on contemporary audience, articles and commentaries, as well as observations of the
live performances of contemporary theatre. Accordingly, I shall rely on theory as well
as performances in tracing the visual picture of leading the audience in the

contemporary times in the context of 'guiding the post-spectator.’

Keywords:Post-spectator, spectatorship, dramaturgy, pre-modern, post-modern
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SI(HSUHLD HEWIL6D SHTEUJHIHGIT:
Gurggieiled LBsFHFHemer enWLILIHGHW SyUl6)

M. I. M. Kaleel

Department of Geography, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
kaleelmim@yahoo.com

2 oodlel  WGhs 2 BUSHH HBET LDLSHH GLRBOSTGI BN  eiiBTes
HWIL6D HTUIRISET  aleNRIGHHABET. E)HHEWIL 60 HTUJHIG6T 2 60l  GleuaiGeum)
LyBxhamiseiieud UFalSSTERILILGMSHIL BT  DIEWTIMOEDBTELTES  Hened  HeULHSI
AUHUGID DIFBTHSI6eTeNH. SbHenev GHBEBTEGSH Ul Floefensoullsd 618)TLOmMBUITET
FHTEHHHMO  JBLHHHIUHME  DIUSHTNHHE0MD.  EbHeuensuled  E)eleuTuIeuTegl
®evmiensuie HhGHd SMICWIMY LOTEOUL L LOTET SIbLTeDB  LomeUl L GHHler GUTSHHiailed
LyBxhasHFHemet MLWILGSHUSTES 2 _6T6ngHl. SIDUTMB LTI L SHH6T 60gHerslpdEL
MBxhasHdled  SmwpgleTen  Qurshgeied Lg6Gzxpabd 368 gz &HGeomr BT
peoliugiiieneryd 33,401  (2007) SFaH0HTHS  Slenalmeiujld  CBHTERIL HTGLD.
OULIICHs  FBmIF  Ged  FBULIWELBEDHET  HEWILED — SHTeUIHmIG6eMeT  LIFLDLIGD
sTeuILBeugd GBIUILSHHHSSHTGLD.

QurgiuTs BHevmiensuied 864 Fgiy SHGeom  B®BT  UFICBW  HewTL 6L
SHTeUImIG6T STewilLb & amer. SleuBpien oiuie’ UgGsgib awrm 0.57 (1985) sy
HCeomSBmT  ugliener o el SGHHaBEH.  alamid 2007 D HLewTenL W
yereflafugiig 017  ggy  SHCeombpmT  uriieneiCu  oi1g o siTenLsaluleTengl.
GupGurhgy  yetelalurd  sraledmbs  QUUITCHFHHE  HWILD  HTEUTHIGHEI
QUBLETANE SIHBUHUHMET DIUSTRHHH FnlgUIBHTE 2 6TeNGHI. E)eUalFHLD H6wIL 60
SHTeUy  euend  SIHSeUhHeuSTarh — opuia)l  LIgCahFshadled  &BMIF  GHLO6OFTTHS
UpFdemenidsenensd  Camppielddierengl. @seig el LGahgshHdled  sewile0
Freugmisefer SBOUTHW LTIDLL SieTe), DIH DiPeuedLbH OFeOID i D LoBBID
DISBHTE HMTNIH6T eTLIUBNened HewiL Bl BeleuTule] (WWBHSHHEImS.

OHCHETEDH e  DIMLHHIOFBTATUSBHTH  (PHEVTD, ETWILMTD HeMevd HT6y
PeOTHTIM Heled(hbd OuUBLILLL  HreyseT UL HealILL (HeTener. (LHeUTD [Hlenevd
sraseT el LIChraHHe0  HEWILED  HTOUIHIGET DIFHBOTHS — SHTEILILGHILD
FrauBsmuLrs Hgmo o SHHOWTEHST UGS, DIBIELML HeMLIed o 6iTem SNl
pBx»ad, uspFCgemenr &Hymw o HHCWTESHST Liflalled o eiten  sSemiyls LgCsaib,
GLTHSP60  (paHHeUTIL  LIgGxhab, [HTeueorml, oamerd &Heliy, CrHHd ey
Gumei uGHefled BmbHaH O fley OQouwuiu’ L 50 ey  wrgfseledmbha
QuBLILL (HeiTengl. Geummien 25 wrHfseT HevbHOIUTLISGWD 10 SIFF oamfulTHelT,

10  Semeutder, 5  aleugmuisesr  eempeurm 25  wrHfleeT  ChTaTRINIGGD
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2 L UBSSLIUL (BHeiTeret. ©)T6UTL_MLD BHMEVSH BT 61H6NTH AL ULLD,
GLalendsaluled UL  eleiUel  LwWeTUBhSSIUL (HeTererr.  Seualshd Gl L
SHTOB6IT  @hEheH WBMID LUReh  Goeatlum(meTdamend  Odmemi(h  UGLUTUI6Y
EFuIWILILL (HeiTer gl

®eisutuialed QuUTHGHITIeL LITCHFHHe0 STewril L Hewil 60 LUTLLTeL 0.4 FHT
SBeomBmmT uFliy (1.5¢p) DiPleuedL [hHleTendl elediB allLuwid &eTL Bl HeTemgHIL 631
eyl LIr8sashalev Ieniseler OQFwBUThS6T, wHHellar alB@Gl  UTeUm6emTISE
SHEWIL60H6IT  LIWTLUBHSHSLILBHSH60, SMmleon Uwlenisefer auhend HIH S &HHlemenenio
LBBID 2004 SIb  oewidLW  FOMOSSHTEHED  Hw  SryenisCen e 60
SHTEUTMISH6IT SI(H&BI6U(HEUH 60 uTSIIYF CFasHFUl6Teng 61631 ailwipb
seauihOsTaTMlILL (HelTongl.  Seualwmisemens  CUTHS  HewIL6d  SHTeUTMHISH6N 60T
@ muied Fwefeneoulmer GCuamieudBE@ o HABHTRT FBWIF GO  (PEHTEOLOSHSHI6N
aflpempuileneiud Seueutuiey UfbaHiemnyshSaBgi.

LgSTeor GIFTBS6IT: H6viL 60 SHTUTLD, HWIL 6O HTeUJEIG6I 6T DJfl6), H6wiL 6V HTeUT

(WPBTEDLOSSHIULD
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Is the Farmer Woodlots Programme a Viable Option for Both

Increasing Forest Cover and Rural Livelihood?

H. L. N. N. De Silval, N. R. P. Withana?, A. L. Sandika?

IFaculty of Agriculture, University of Ruhuna; ?Forest Department, Sri Lanka
wdnrprasad@yahoo.com

Farmer woodlots program was intended to increase forest cover where
environmentally degraded areas due to shifting cultivation and to reduce the poverty
especially for forest-dependent communities in the rural areas of Sri Lanka. In this
system, degraded state lands have been allocated to selected farmers while technical
advice and planting material as well as incentives are provided free of charge. In
addition, final harvest from the first rotation has been given to farmers by enhancing
tenure rights. Farmers’ adoption behaviour to this program is influenced by a complex
set of socio-economic, demographic, technical, institutional, and biophysical factors.
This paper evaluates farmer woodlot programme with regarded to adaption level of the
farmers toward the programme and, identifies the problems related to the programme.
The study was conducted in Polonnaruwa district, North-Central province in Sri Lanka.
Data for the study were collected through a pre-tested structured questionnaire
administered to 100 farmers supplemented with informal discussions. Three adaption
levels such as non-adapted, moderately adapted, highly adapted were developed while
descriptive statistics and Pierson Correlation Coefficient were applied for data analysis.
The analyses demonstrate that farmers were well adapted to the programme and all the
farmers were in the high-adapted category. Insufficient of monetary subsidies, conflict
between selected and non-selected farmers, forest fire, low price for pre-commercial
thinning parts, damage by wild elephant and illegal logging of plantation are the some
of the key problems faced by the farmers in the programme. Overall programme gained
success wWhile increasing tree cover and teak trees provided a sense of economic security
to farmers' families as capital asset. This program has enabled the local community
participation for forest resource development and management. It was concluded that
lessons learnt from this program can be used to develop future community based

forestry program efficiently and effectively.
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Key words: poverty, forest cover, Farmers’ adoption
Thematic Areas Linking Climate Change and Agrobiodiversity:

Stakeholder Analysis from an Agroeconomic Point of View

U. K. Jayasinghe-Mudalige!, S. M. M. Ikram?!, J. M. M. Udugama?,

S. J. B. A. Jayasekara?, A. Wijesekara®, R. S. S. Ratnayake* and G. Gamage*
Department of Agribusiness Management?, Department of Horticulture &
Landscape Gardening?, Faculty of Agriculture and Plantation Management,
Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, Department of Agriculture, Peradeniya?;

Biodiversity Secretariat, Ministry of Environment of Sri Lanka*
udith@hotmail.com

Sri Lanka, being a small island situated in the lower latitude region of South
Asia, is undoubtedly and highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, which,
amongst the other ends, can have a direct impact on its agrobiodiversity. The thematic
areas involving current and future activities related to agrobiodiversity and climate
change in the context of Sri Lanka were identified by means of participation of relevant,
experienced and diverse stakeholders attached to the public, non-governmental, and
private institutions and organizations to, by invitation, a series of national workshops,
focus group discussions and key informant surveys. On the importance of and the
significant gaps in knowledge with respect to the close mutual links and
interrelationships in these two factors at present, the stakeholders, in consensus,
converged strongly onto 10 thematic areas, including: Adaptation, Mitigation,
Resilience, Tools, Food security, Awareness, Markets, Livelihoods, Human settlement,
and Institutions. A semi-structured questionnaire, which was formulated to elaborate
the 10 thematic areas identified and constructed each with a five-point likert scale to
facilitate scoring, was administered with a cross section of stakeholders belonging to a
wider spectrum of institutions (n = 46) to rank and order which on the same criteria (i.e.
importance and existing gaps). The outcome of analysis highlights that the aspects
explored under the thematic areas of Adaptation, Food Security, and Mitigation were
perceived by stakeholders to be the “most important” for consideration, and, in general
they have perceived that there exist a “huge gap” with respect to each of the aspects,
with relatively much larger gaps for activities with regard to Markets, Mitigation, and

Institutions.

Keywords: Agrobiodiversity, Climate change, Stakeholder analysis
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Impact of Climatic Variations and Land Use on the Water Resources

in the Mi Oya River Basin Sri Lanka

G. M. Bandaranayake
Department of Geography, Universirty of Sri Jayawardanapura

One of the most urgent challenges facing the world today is ensuring an
adequate supply and quality of water in light of both burgeoning human needs and
climate variability and change. Despite water's importance to life on earth, there are
major gaps in our basic understanding of water availability, quality and dynamics, and
the impact of changing climate, and human activity, on the water systems. In this
context, the understanding of the interaction between the water systems, climate
changes and land use is an essential need for the present world.

In Sri Lanka, evidences are sufficiently available to understand the climate
changes. It is also apparent that these changes are preliminary affecting our river basins
from which huge volume of water through 103 rivers are carried from uplands to the
lowland. It is obvious that Sri Lanka’s fresh water availability varies significantly
according to river basins and seasons. From hydro-meteorological point of view, a water
deficit or a surplus of a river basin is basically a function of rainfall and topography of
the upper catchment. But it is apparent, that the human interference on water in the
upper catchment is a vital determinant factor of the river water flow to the lower basin.

The main objective of this paper is to discuss how a seasonal stream called Mi
Oya upper catchment water yield is affected by rainfall variations. The effects of exiting
land use on the water resources are highlighted as the main determinant factor. The total
effect of these both impact is finally analyzed to assess the effectiveness of the river in

the use of the lower basin water needs.

Keywords: Climate change, climatic variation, upper catchment, lower catchment
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A Study on the Trends of Rainfall Patterns in the Intermediate and
Dry Zones of Sri Lanka: A Comparative Study for the Periods

Ranging from 1941-1970 and 1971-2000

L. M. Wickramanayake and E. M. S. Ranasinghe

Department of Geography, University of Colombo
lak_wic@yahoo.com

Since Sri Lanka is a tropical island unstable nature of the tropics has made
several temporal and spatial variations in rainfall throughout the island. Rainfall is one
of the principal factors that has been used to identify the three broad climatic zones in
Sri Lanka, namely the Wet zone, Intermediate zone and Dry zone. Much of the
scientific researches on the rainfall pattern in Sri Lanka have revealed that most of the
meteorological stations had recorded decreasing trends of rainfall during the past 100
years. The present study attempts to ascertain the validity of these findings with
reference to the study area of Intermediate and Dry zones of Sri Lanka (hereafter
referred to as the Intermediate and Dry zones). Considering the agricultural economy,
the Dry and the Intermediate zones have been contributing towards more than 90% of
the islands paddy. However, these two climatic zones show water surpluses in only
three months (October to December) of the year. With this brief background, the present
study aims to identify the trends in rainfall in the Intermediate and the Dry Zones.

Micro level framework is used for the selection of rainfall reporting stations and
agro-ecological regions of these two zones. Accordigly 14 rainfall reporting stations
have selected for the study. Further, this is a comparative study of two 30 year periods
ranging from 1941-1970 (1% period) and 1971-2000 (2" period) and its seasons (First
Inter Monsoon (FIM), South West Monsoon (SEM), Second Inter Monsoon (SIM) and
North East Monsoon (NEM). Time series analysis is employed for the identification of
any positive or negative trends of rainfall and the analysis is done on annual and
seasonal basis.

The results obtained from the analysis revealed that the highest and the lowest
positive trends belong to the 2" period. It is clear that both highest and lowest negative
trends are apparent in the 1% period. All positive trends of the FIM in the 1% period have
changed into negative trends in the 2" period. During the SWM, the highest positive
trend is showed in the 2" period.
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Preliminary Parasitic Survey of the Natural Primate Reservoirs of

Potential Zoonoses in Sri Lanka

M. A. Huffman!, C. A. D. Nahallage?, S. Ekanayake?, H. Hasegawa*, L. D. G. G. De
Silva’, I. R. K. Athauda 3
!Department of Social Systems Evolution, Primate Research Institute, Kyoto
University, Japan; 2 Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura; *Department of Parasitology, University of Sri

Jayewardenepura
huffman@pri.kyoto-u.ac.jp

Given the close genetic relatedness of non-human primates and humans, it has
been reported that 25% of all micro- and macro-parasites known in wild primates have
also been reported in humans. The goal of our study was to investigate the diversity of
intestinal parasitic infections among Sri Lanka’s three diurnal primate species (the toque
macaque (Macaca sinica), purple-faced langur (Trachypithecus vetulus) and the gray
langur (Semnopithecus priam thersites) across the country by sampling representative
forest reserves and public areas of human - monkey cohabitation in order to evaluate the
potential for zoonotic transmission.

The study was carried out during the rainy season in the months of February —
March in 2007 and 2009 and in December of 2010. Ninety-three fecal samples were
collected at 44 locations from representative altitudinal / climatic zones across the
country where toque macaques (64 samples), grey langurs (21 samples) and purple face
langurs (10 samples) are known to naturally occur. The cysts of Entamoeba coli and
Entamoeba histolytica / dispar and the eggs of Trichuris sp. and hookworm were
recovered. The two most prevalent species found from all samples was Trichuris sp.
(28%) and E. coli (26%), and they were most commonly found in the two langur
species. The least commonly found parasite in all three species was hookworm (23%),
being totally absent from the mostly arboreal purple face langur and highest in the
largely terrestrial toque macaque. Notably, hookworms were present in 23% of the grey
langur samples and 33% of the toque macaque samples collected. Variability in
prevalence levels across altitudinal/climatic zones was noted. For toque macaques,
overall group prevalence values decreased with increasing altitude, with the highest
values found in the intermediate to arid lowland zones, decreasing in the upland wet

zone, with only Trichuris sp. and hookworm found in the highland / wet zone.
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School Dropouts in Sri Lanka: A Sociological Analysis

M. A. N. R. Perera

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
rasanjalee@hotmail.com

Education is a human right of nations, wealth of nations, and the might of
nations ever in the world. Therefore, every country is obliged to protect this right. Many
countries have included this right in their constitutions and also are practicing through
their socio economic and cultural policies. Since independence, Sri Lankan
governments, in their development efforts, have taken many progressive steps to
improve education. As a result, the country has gained admirable achievements in
education such as higher literacy rate i.e. 92% for adults and 97% for youths. Yet, it is
impossible to evaluate the prevailing education system as “extremely well” due to some
drawbacks among which “school dropout” is a serious issue. The objective of this study
is to analyze the problem of school dropout in Sri Lanka from a sociological point of
view. Secondary data gathered through available literature was used for the study.
Sociological theories and concepts were applied to identify causes for the school
dropouts.

In 2009, over 45,000 students dropped out of schooling. It is serious in plantation
sector as 20% per year. Furthermore, boys’ dropout rate is higher than girls. Lack of
facilities, socio-economic deprivations have been hurdles for education in lower class
families. At the same time, this study mainly argues that as socio-cultural changes are
severe in present society, a complex set of factors associated with the family context has
mainly contributed to this problem in many families rather than poverty and lack of

facilities.

Keywords: Education, School Dropout, Socio-cultural Changes, Socio-economic

Deprivation
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Challenges of Resettlement on Livelihood Development:

with Special Reference to Magampura Harbor Development Project

Saman Handaragama and Amaya Kodikara

Department of Social Sciences - Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
saman@sab.ac.lk & amaya.ashani@yahoo.com

This paper presents a sociological analysis of the resettlement impact on
livelihood development in the Magampura harbor development project. Resettlement
programs of the development projects have made big challenges to the livelihood
development of the resettled people.

The research problem examined whether the resettlement program of the
Magampura harbor development project made an impact on livelihood development of
the resettled people. The objectives of the study are to identify the consequences of
infrastructure change on resettlement, compare the economic changes of resettled
people in resettlement program and analyze the advantages and disadvantages in
livelihood development of resettled people.

Using the simple random sampling method, 50 villagers were elected in
Swarnamalipura village of Hambanthota Divisional Secretariat Division in
Hambanthota District.

People in Swarnamalipura village have to convert their lives again because of
the uprooting from the native place. Therefore, the reinvestigation of the livelihood
development of these people is a vital factor. Here, the changes of infrastructure are
more over discussed. Provision of electricity, water, education and health are substantial
among them The economic changes in comparison with previous life are also analyzed
in this study. Lack of land area to cultivation and poor water provision are the major
issues that the resettled people face. Also, the problems in adaptation, community
management activities and breaking down of the social relationships are central

discussion points in the study.

Key words: Resettlement, Livelihood development, Community management,

Development Challenges
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Factors Affecting Participation in Sports by Undergraduates in the
University System in Sri Lanka: With Special Reference to University

of Kelaniya

A. A. L. Madhushani, K. Jayantha and E. G. Ubayachandra

Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Kelaniya
lakshikamadhushani@yahoo.com

The study describes the poor sport participation of undergraduates in the
University of Kelaniya. It seems that students’ sport participation has gradually reduced
in the last few years. The researcher aimed to achieve three objectives of which key
objective was ‘to identifying the nature of sport participation by undergraduates in
University of Kelaniya’ and specific objectives were to recognize the relationship
between distance from the residence and the place where sport is located, and to
recognize the relationship between past experience and the sport participation. Two
hypotheses were used in the study: (1) the distance negatively influences on sport
participation and, (2) past experience positively affects sport participation. The
researcher carried out an extensive literature review to provide a conceptual background
of the study and to develop a conceptual model. Hypotheses were formulated
accordingly. 100 sport participants were selected for the study using Stratified Random
Sampling method and collected primary data via questionnaires. Meanwhile, secondary
data were also associated. A set of findings was made based on the data analysis.
Conclusion was made from the study after carrying out detailed scientific analysis of
data. The Distance shows a -.422™" relationship and past experience shows a .208"
relationship. Based on the findings, recommendations were made to the relevant
authorities and it is expected that these will benefit future researchers and interested
parties in the field of study.

Key words: sport participation, distance, past experience, undergraduates
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Impact Assessment on Living Standards of Low Income Families
Relocated under Urban Resettlement Schemes: A Case Study in

Dematagoda Resettlement Housing Scheme in Colombo

N. W. W. W. R. P. Wicramasinghe! and P. P. Lalanie?

'Urban Development Authority; 2University of Sri Jayewardenapura
randompsp@gmail.com & lalaniepp@yahoo.com

Urbanization in and around the Colombo city leads to the informal settlements
of low income families (LIF) and created adverse consequences on the urban economy
and thereby for the development of the city of Colombo.

Therefore, these LIFs had to be resettled for the development of Colombo based
on the government policies and planning guidelines. The institutions involved in these
programs have expressed their views to provide shelters to LIF for a better future.
However, no comprehensive study has been carried out to evaluate the impact of
resettlement schemes on the living standards (LS) of such LIF. The current study aims
to fill this gap felt as a long term need to study and research in Sri Lankan context.

The resettlement housing scheme of Dematagoda under Beira Lake restoration
project launched by Urban Development Authority in year 2008 and completed in year
2010 to resettle 320 families in a railway reservations near Beira Lake, was selected for
the study.

Main objective of the study is to examine LS of LIF resettled under this project.
The assets based approach on LS is selected as the method for measuring LS due to high
applicability to the sample selected. The LS Index is constructed by using Multiple
Correspondence Analysis to quantify the changes in LS. The LS table is extracted and
expressed whole LS changes with reference to LIF and the measuring all the changers in
one figure.

Descriptive analysis revealed that LS of more than 90% of the families have
been improved by relocation and some criteria of LS only have degraded among few
families under the resettlement scheme. The LS index values of all families have
increased more than 100% in year 2011, when compared with the value in 2008.
Therefore, resettlement has more positive impact on the families resettled under the
resettlement schemes.
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Buddhist Sociological Theory of Basic Human Needs for Developing

New Models of Social Work Practice

W. M. Dhanapala
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

wmd63@yahoo.com

This analysis of Buddhist Five Precepts shows the potentiality of developing a
Buddhist psychological theory of personality, a sociological theory of social relations
and an Anthropological theory of culture and adaptation to environment. The central
research problem is that the social values on which the five precepts are based, have
been agreed upon to solve lethal struggle over meeting basic human needs and this
value consensus has been conducive to the origin and development of three
interdependent components of personality, society and culture. Documentary sources
relevant to this research problem were referred to and analyzed. As the exploration
reveals, the five precepts; abstinence from (1) Killing (2), stealing (3) sexual
misconduct (4) lying and (5) use of intoxicants, have been based on five great social
values such as the acceptance of, and respect for the (1) survival of others (2) possession
of material resources required for the survival (3) peaceful means of involving in the
reproductive process for the survival of one species (4) trustworthiness required to
survive as social beings and (5) the behavior of being a healthy, conscious and vigilant
person respectively. These five social values address five basic human needs such as
(1) safety of life, (2) material needs of life (3) survival of one species (4) survival as a
social being and the (5) equilibrium of the functioning of body and mind. Further, it is
concluded that the structured order of the five precepts reflects the scientific
understanding of basic human needs in Buddhism. It is contended that a profound
understanding of those needs and social values provides the theoretical base for
developing new models of social work and welfare to deal with problems of modern

society.

Key words: Five Precepts, human needs, Buddhhist psychology, social work
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Family Relations and the Problems of University Students

M. A. N. Rasanjalee Perera

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
rasanjalee@hotmail.com

Family influence on a person is greater than other institutions. Hence, family is a
key determinant of students’ education too. Family type, parental style, family
members’ life style, family members’ education level and occupation status, rural/urban
living pattern, demographic structure and parental problems etc are some facets of
families that determine its members’ socialization process. The way of socialization of
family members and their personality types ultimately influence on how they face their
life challenges. Accordingly, the main objective of this study is to investigate the
university students’ problems and relationship with their family backgrounds. This was
achieved through examining students’ personal backgrounds, university environment,
and students’ family backgrounds. This paper, however, discusses only the family
related problems.

A stratified sample was selected from the University of Sri Jayewardenepura,
including 1000 undergraduates from all faculties. Questionnaire survey, group
discussions, in-depth interviews, and experts’ interviews were used for data collection.
It was descriptively analyzed using elementary statistics. SPSS software was used for
data tabulation and analysis.

While deeply investigating major problems faced by the students as personal,
social, psychological, and economic and education problems, it could be clearly
identified that the root causes of many problems were based on their family
backgrounds. It was also revealed that 1/5" of students have to face various types of
family problems frequently. Some prominent family problems identified are “economic
difficulties”, “broken families/single parent families”, “fathers’ addiction to
drugs/alcohol”, “parental conflicts”, “illnesses”, “problems of looking after younger

siblings”. However, most of students’ problems were directly related with economic

background of families.

Key words: Education, Family, Relationship, Students’ Problems, University Students
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Study of Stakeholders’ Participation in Public School Management:

Case in Matara District

C. K. Arachchi! and S. D. Edirisinghe?
'Faculty of Education, University of Colombo; 2Faculty of Commerce and

Management studies, University of Kelaniya
chaou05@yahoo.com & swarnadammi@gmail.com

At present the government schools in Sri Lanka are implementing School Based
Management (SBM) system. One of the key elements of the SBM is participatory
management in schools. Therefore, this study was designed to investigate the
participation of stakeholders in those schools. Sri Lankan version of SBM is titled as the
Programme of School Improvement (PSI). The research field was Matara district
schools. Particularly, this study intended to: investigate the nature of stakeholders’
participation in school management, involvement of the community members in the
decision making process, and to discover limitations and challenges related to the
community participation in the PSI schools. Case study approach was used in this study.
Document surveys and interviews were employed to gather information from Principals,
Deputy Principals, Teaching Staff, Parents and Past Pupils of the governing boards of
the PSI schools. Descriptive statistical tools and thematic analytical technique were
used to analyze data. According to the responses made by the parents and past pupils;
the principals and the internal community members of schools are not willing to
welcome ideas, suggestions and criticisms made by the external community members.
The selections of the members for the school governing boards are influenced by the
principal. Therefore, the decision making process is not functioning in a democratic
manner. This study also revealed that the participation of stakeholders in school
management is not encouraged by the school leaders. Although PSI policy encourages
greater community participation in school management, it seems that the community
does not satisfactorily participate in the PSI school management. However, it has fairly
enhanced the participation of internal community members for school decisions and
school management rather than the external community members. The PSI awareness
programms conducted by the Ministry of Education are not successful. Lack of time,
financial recourses and commitment of higher officers negatively affect the successful
community participation in the PSI implemented schools.
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Determination of Wage Rate in the Labour Market in Sri Lanka

C. L. K. Nawarathna

Department of Social Statistics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
lasantha@sjp.ac.lk

Wage/ Salary is the main income source of a majority of employed population in
Sri Lanka. However their wage is a function of a number of inputs such as age, sex,
education and experience.Literature reveals that human capital accumulation is an
important determinant of individual’s earnings capacity and employment prospects, and
therefore, plays an important role in determining the travel and distribution of income in
society. Hence, it is important to identify how far the education of employees has
determined wage rate. Labor market experience also plays a significant role in wage
determination of employees.

Labor force in Sri Lanka is employed in different professions or occupations in
various sectors or industries. Salaries or wages of these employees differ vertically as
well as horizontally. The causes for differentials are explained under the theory
of wage determination. However, in order to understand this problem in the context
of a country, an empirical study is needed. Therefore, this study focused on
investigating how the wage rate of employees is determined in the Sri Lanka labor
market. The internationally recognized classical human capital earning function which
was introduced by Jacob Mincer highlights the significance of education and experience
in wage determination.

In order to study the wage determination, a sample was selected from the Sri
Lanka labor force survey conducted by the Department of Census and Statistics. The
dispersion of conditional wage rate of the total sample, and the sub-samples are
investigated by running quintile regressions of Mincerian wage equation with a view to
addressing the link between schooling and rate of return to education and wage
inequality.

In the Sri Lanka labor market, level of education is the most significant factor
for wage determination and the substitutability of experience for education is low. In
addition, the rate of return to education increases over the wage distribution in an

overwhelming majority of wage groups.
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Reduced Field Work in Environment Based Education:

A Qualitative Approach in Secondary Education

Purnima Dehiwela

Department of Geography, The British School in Colombo
anpuri2005@yahoo.com

UN Decade Education for Sustainable Development (2001-2010), emphasis
development of moulding the younger generation to appreciate the environment and
society. The inquisitive learner with exposure to field work is encouraged be a
meaningful learner and promote greater awareness and meaningful change in learner’s
insight and attitudes towards the environment. This study investigates the
implementation of active learning within Environmental Education fieldwork in primary
schools. This paper describes the reason for recent trends in field work opportunities for
students in environment based subjects such as Social Sciences (Geography and
History), Environmental Science and Biology for secondary education in some of the
schools in the Colombo District.

A literature review on Environmental Education, importance of field work and
the present education system of Sri Lanka was carried out to establish the base for this
study. Subject teachers who teach above subjects from fifteen different schools both
national and international, were chosen for in-depth interviews.

The major finding of the study shows that many schools do not carry out any
field work compared to the number of lessons taught in class, even if it means working
in the school garden. Only a few international schools carry out limited field work
which is required for the course work. Lack incentives, unclear methods of teaching and
resources are the key factors of the present trends.

Simple structural changes with creative ideas can be applied to facilitate such

issues in Environmental Education.

Key words: Environmental Education, Sustainability, Social Sciences, Fieldwork
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Protection of Performers’ Rights under Intellectual Property Law:

A Way Forward

H. A. M. Harankaha

Department of Commercial Law, University of Colombo
harankaha@gmail.com

Today, effectiveness of copyright protection of a work under intellectual
property law is determined, among other things, by the relationship between creative
author of a work and entrepreneur, who has initiated, arranged and organized the
particular work even by way of commissioning and employing creative authors and
other artists. While these creative authors’ rights are protected under copyright law, it is
again questionable how the rights of performers who have not produced a “creative”
work, in the eye of law, can be protected. In this scenario, the protection of rights of
performers including singers is arguable under Sri Lankan law. Even though their rights
are protected, not under copyright law, but under an aspect of copyright law called
neighboring rights, it is again arguable whether the protection given under this section
of law is adequate.

Basically neighboring right law applies to performers, sound recorders and
broadcasting organizations. In comparison with the rights of sound recorders and
broadcasting organization, performers have very limited scope of protection under
neighboring rights concept. In fact, they are entitled only to exclude others from
fixation, reproduction and broadcasting of their “unfixed” or live performance. This
paper, through a comparative analysis of performer’s rights of three other major
jurisdictions namely USA, UK and India, finds that rights of performers in Sri Lanka
should be broadened and “upgraded” to the status of rights of copyright owner.

This paper further finds several possibilities of protecting rights of performers
under copyright law and defines some concepts recognized by the Intellectual Property
Act such as joint authorship, moral rights and related rights as broadly as possible.

Key words: copyrights, neighboring rights, performer, singer
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Impact of Livelihood Activities on the Wellbeing of Elderly People

in Matara District

W. V. W. G. Waniganeththi

Department of Geography, University of Kelaniya
wgeethika@yahoo.com

Population ageing is emerging as the most important demographic phenomenon
in Sri Lanka with far reaching socio-economic implications. The social security
networks for elderly in Sri Lanka are not capable to overcome the socio economic
wellbeing of very elderly. The objectives of this study were to identify the impact of
livelihood activities on the wellbeing of elderly who engaged in livelihood activities,
identify the elderly livelihood activities and the reasons for engaging in livelihood in
their old age.

Methodologies of this study were both survey and case study methods. The
main respondents of this study were elders, aged 60 to 74, who were engaged in
livelihood activity (economic activity) at present. A purposive sample of 60 (30 each
from urban and rural area) elders were selected for the questionnaire survey while 10
case studies (5 each) were derived for in-depth discussions. Two Gramaniladari
Divisions were selected within the Matara District each from Matara (urban) and
Weligama (rural) Divisional Secretariat Divisions to compare the urban- rural sector
difference.

The findings of this study emphasized that livelihoods engagement of elderly
who are between ages 60 to 74 has positively contributed to enhance their socio
economic wellbeing. Further, the study highlights that an increase in their level of
income has helped them to manage daily expenses by avoiding uncertainties of their
life. Also, it helps to increase their nutrition level and as a result they can spend a
healthy life in their old age.

Key words: Elderly, Wellbeing, Livelihood
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The Retirement Benefit Scheme for the Private Sector Employment of

Sri Lanka: A Critical Analysis

M. P. S. K. Pathirana

Department of Private & Comparative Law, University of Colombo
kaushipathirana@gmail.com

In the Sri Lankan context, the retirement benefits scheme has widely spread to
the private sector of employment, as well as the public sector. Although there are many
retirement benefit schemes to cover the public sector, the protection to the private sector
in the retirement benefits has neither been effective nor sufficient in Sri Lanka. The
current legislations which cover the private sector are Employee’s Provident Fund Act,
Employee’s Trust Fund Act and the Payment of Gratuity Act. Nevertheless, there are
several important reasons to reform the current retirement benefit schemes for the
private sector.

The objective of this research is to make recommendations to enhance the
effectiveness of the retirement benefit schemes for private sector in Sri Lanka while
balancing the interests of employers, employees and the state.

This is a qualitative research based on library research, and internet research of
books, journal articles, relevant statutes and case law.

There should be a proper supervisory mechanism to enhance professionalism of
management of all formal social security systems in Sri Lanka.The age of retirement of
the pension schemes should be gender neutral. The right to social security or right to
work should be recognized in the fundamental rights of the Constitution of Sri Lanka.
To eliminate the imbalance of the sectors regarding pension benefits, a universal
pension scheme should be introduced. Sri Lanka should implement its regulatory
powers respecting human life and dignity of people with regard to purported labour

benefits.

Key words: Legal Issues, Efficiency of the Current System, Recommendations
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Adult Caring in Sri Lanka

P. K. Karunarathne

University of Sri Jayewardenapura
purnima.life5s@yahoo.com

In Sri Lanka senior citizens fall into the category of over 60 years of age and
they fall into the fastest growing segment of the world population. In Sri Lanka the
proportion of elders over 60 to 70 years is about 56.4% and 70 to 80 years 32.2 %. The
percentage of those who have reached 80 years or more is over 11%.

Sri Lanka was enriched with a culture to look after the parents by their own
children. But with the economic and social changes of the country, the connection
between the parents and the children detached. The government imposed laws and acts
regarding adult caring are not sufficient for this situation. Though the elders’ homes
were established, the quality and the facilities of the adult homes are not sufficient for
their requirements. Furthermore, poor and disabled adults face more difficulties in
accessing these facilities due to their financial difficulties. Therefore, most of the adults
cannot live happily in their last stage due to the unhygienic condition. Therefore, the
facilities and the training should be developed in order to fulfil the needs of a quality
adult caring.

The objective of the research is to find out the present status of the senior citizen
caring and its difficulties, and also to introduce new methods and ways to upgrade the
caring system in Sri Lanka.

Both the quantitative and the qualitative methods will be used to gather the
information. There will be two focus groups, such as the senior citizens and the public.
Around 100 people will be interviewed from both the categories .The advice and the
guidelines will be taken from the government, NGOs and the scholars. There will be a

secondary data analysis apart from the interviews to gain the proper findings.

Key words: Senior Citizens, Caring, Sri Lanka, Economy, Financial
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Making of Local Identities through Jaffna English

S. Sivagurunathan

ELTC, University of Jaffna
gowrijaff@yahoo.com

English language today is spoken by several hundred millions of people and it
functions in different kinds of societies as a mother tongue, a second language, a vehicle
of officialdom, a medium of education and as a language for science, business and
commerce. It is also used widely as a lingua franca.

The identity of a nation depends on various factors such as its economy, culture,
religion and especially its common language, which though used by a minority, its
contribution to the integration of the different communities is essential. Sri Lankan
English arose as a result of the situations and circumstances that came into being when
British rule was established in Sri Lanka in 1796. Sri Lankan English is now one among
several varieties of English which have collectively been called “World Englishes’.

This paper on “making of local identities through Jaffna English” reflects how
British English has become Lankanised and how within the Sri Lankan English Jaffna
variety of English has emerged which signifies the peculiar Jaffna Tamil consciousness,
culture and linguistic richness in a linguistic point of view using descriptive method.

In order to express key cultural concepts which are not available in English,
speakers of Sri Lankan English often resort to a process of borrowing and altering from
local languages. As a result of this, Sri Lankan English and within that Jaffna variety
has emerged with vocabulary, expressions and syntactic structures that have their
origins in the Sinhala and Tamil languages. In order to limit the scope of the study, this
paper analyses the distinctive morpho-semantic and syntactic features of Jaffna English.

As a milestone in the development of Sri Lankan English, many books on Sri
Lankan English have been published which reinforce the notion that our variety of
English is a variety with its own unique features and this paper also shows how the
words and phrases used by Jaffna Tamils in different socio cultural contexts to express

their identity are going to serve as a testimony to the lexicology of Sri Lankan English.

Key words: Identity, World Englishes, Jaffna English, Culture, Linguistics, Morpho-
Semantic and Syntactic Features
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Impact of Macroeconomic Factors on Stock Market Performance of

Sri Lanka: A Sectoral Approach

Dumindu Senanayake and A. N. Wijayanayake
Department of Industrial Management, University of Kelaniya
ssedumindu@yahoo.com & anni@kln.ac.lk

Colombo Stock Exchange (CSE), Sri Lanka was considered to be one of the top
performing stock markets in the world in recent past (until Dec 2010). After the end of
the civil war in the country it has attracted a lot of investors and firms during a time
period where all the uncontrollable factors like political stability and security concerns
were rapidly changing.

The main purpose of this study is empirically investigating the impact of
macroeconomic factors on emerging stock market of Sri Lanka. Relationships between
macroeconomic factors such as Inflation (measured by Colombo Consumer Price
index), Interest rates, Exchange rates, Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and Money
Supply and stock market performance have been tested using All share Price index
(ASPI), Milanka index and five major sector indexes for the period from 2003 to 2010.
Relationship between CSE indexes and macroeconomic factors was tested using natural
logarithm values of monthly data and quarterly data. Regression analysis was the highly
used statistical method in this research to find the relationships.

Influence of the macroeconomic factors to the CSE was determined by the
coefficient of correlation r values between CSE index/Milanka index/Sectoral index and
each macroeconomic factor given above. The results of the analysis revealed that the
Money supply and Colombo Consumer Price Index have a major impact over the stock
market performance. It is further revealed that the GDP and Interest rate also have
significant impacts, though it is anticipated, that the Exchange rates do not have any
significant influences over the CSE. Influences of the macroeconomic factors have been
ranked according to the strength of the coefficients and their collective influences have

also been considered under the multiple regression analysis.

Key words: Macroeconomic factors, Stock market indexes, Linear regression, Multiple

regression
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Issues and Challenges of Rural Educational Development: With

Special Reference to Mawanella Area

W. T. A. W. Wijethunga'and T. M. S. P. K. Thennakoon?
'Audio Video Center, University of Sri Jayewardenepura; 2Department of

Geography, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
sunethrapk@gmail.com

Education receives a prominent place in the society among other social
concerns, due to its significance from the social development perspective. Although
there were many efforts taken by the government to develop the education, many issues
and challenges in rural educational sector remain to be addressed. Rural development
cannot be expected without addressing these challenges in the rural education sector.
Therefore, the present study is specifically geared; to identify the current issues and
challenges (school and individual oriented) concerning the improvement of rural school
education, illustrate the spatial distribution of rural schools in the study area and suggest
the feasible solutions for the identified issues. Two schools in Mawanella Educational
Zone were selected for this study. Stratified random sampling was used to cover 6% of
the students, 20% of their parents and teachers. Six different methods- pilot survey,
interviews, discussions, case studies, observations and questionnaire survey and
photographs- were used to collect data. The study explained that there is a close
relationship between the factors such as number of members in the family, parents’
occupation, income and the educational attainment of the student. Further, this study has
ascertained the way in which attitudes of parents and students influence the
development of rural education. Problems related to student learning process and their
adverse effects on educational development were also identified. Close proximity
among schools, decreasing demand for rural schools, reduction of student’s
performance level, lack of resources, relationship of parents and teachers, poor function
of school development societies and negative attitudes towards the rural schools, were

also highlighted as challenges of rural educational development.

Key words: Rural education, Challenges, School education, Development
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Will the Sri Lanka Moors Replace the Sri Lanka Tamils as the Largest
Minority in Sri Lanka?

Dayalal Abeysekera
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

The ‘demographic imagination’ of the lay Sri Lankan is more a composite of
politico-militaristic phobias tempered by economic considerations which has popularly
generated the perception that the dominant majority of Sinhalese are about to be out-run
by the minorities, thus projecting a veritable ‘majority with a minority complex.” On
the purely demographic plane, this perception is not at all tenable with the Sinhalese
steadily growing from 65.4 percent in 1901 to 73.9 percent in 1981, the last available
full census count. What has conveniently been ignored by this popular perception is the
decline of the two Tamil populations (Indian and Sri Lankan) during the six decades of
post-independence. Repatriation of the Indian Tamil community conspicuously reduced
them from 11.7 to 5.5 percent between 1946 and 1981. A near-million émigrés of
mostly young SL Tamils escaping the conscriptive savagery of the LTTE has drastically
reduced them from a high of 12.7 to 4.3 percent between 1981 and 2001. It is the SL
Moors and the Sinhalese who have not been exposed to such all-encompassing socio-
political phenomena impelling them to systematically out-migrate, that have gained in
proportionate ethnic representation.

Based on alternate calculations, the writer expects that the 2012 Census count by
ethnicity would reveal that the Sinhalese will account for nearly 80 percent of the Sri
Lankan population while the SL Moors will improve to be the largest minority
accounting for around 8 percent. The two Tamil communities will each have around 5
percent with each of the three minority communities operating within a variation range

between plus or minus 1-2 percentage points.

Key words: Ethnicity, Population composition, Census
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The Change of Balance of Power towards Asia in the 21 Century

B. W. A. S. Priyadarshana

Department of Economics, University of Kelaniya
Sitharabw@gmail.com

The balance of power has been a main concept in the theory and practice of
international relations for the past five hundred years. It has also played a key role in
some of the most important attempts to develop a theory of international relations.
Balance of power can be identified as the posture and policy of a nation or group of
nations protecting itself against another nation or group of nations by matching its
power against the power of the other side. The balance of power has many
characteristics. States can pursue a policy of balance of power in two ways by
increasing their own power or by adding to their own power that of other states. In
addition, it can be defined as checks and balances within the international system.

The great period of the theory and the practice of balance of power began shortly
after 1500 and it emerged to a prominent position with nation-state system and the age
of discoveries. In the 18" and 19" centuries, Britain acted as the balancer in the world
politics. After the world war 11, balance of power was shifted to a multi-polar world
where USA and USSR have been playing the role of the balancer more or less from
time to time. This clearly shows this concept is temporary and unstable. The next ten
years will witness the creation of the parameters for a new international balance of
power. The world’s center of gravity is shifting towards the Asia Pacific region not only
economically but also in military and strategic aspects. The power balance which
shifted towards the wings under the leadership of USA and USSR during the Cold War
re-entered the phase in which it will be established in China, India and the Middle East,
the ancient civilizations of the world. The global shift of power to Asia and the global
strategic dominance of the United States have been the subject of discussion and this

study will focus on these changes in international system.

Key words: Balance of power, International Politics, International system and National

interests
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Their Children and My Life: Impact of Childcare on Young Mother-

Substitutes of Migrant Women’s Children

B. C. V. Senaratna

Department of Community Medicine, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
chamaravs@yahoo.com

Labour migration is Sri Lanka’s primary source of foreign exchange. Two thirds
of around 2 million Sri Lankans working overseas are females. Children of married
migrant women are left behind with substitute-carers, who are, in many occasions,
unmarried young aunts or elder siblings of these children. The objective of this study
was to describe socio-economic and psychological impact of child-care on young-adult
mother-substitutes of left-behind children and their methods of coping.

This cross-sectional study was conducted in Colombo, Gampaha, and
Kurunegala districts. Young-adult carers (aged 18-24 years) were identified using data
from a field survey. Thirty five of them were randomly selected, and interviewed using
an interviewer-administered semi-structured questionnaire. Ten semi-structured
interviews were also conducted with key informants in their respective communities.
Data were analysed using qualitative content analysis.

Many young-adult carers of left-behind children were their aunts, while others
were elder siblings. Most have never had any experience in such extensive childcare,
and had been least prepared to undertake it. Many have been reluctant to undertake
childcare but forced to accept due to social obligations and unavoidable circumstances.
Transition of childcare responsibility from mother to mother-substitutes has been rapid.
Most claim the childcare responsibility to be stressful and also to have adversely
affected their ambitions by (1) disrupting educational and employment opportunities
and (2) negatively impacting on their social networking. All young-adult mother-
substitutes perceive themselves to have moderate to severe psychological stress
resulting from unfamiliar task of childcare and show symptoms of stress reactions, fail
to uptake positive coping methods, and demonstrate maladaptive behaviours.
Unexpected childcare responsibility adversely impact on social, economic, and health
domains of unskilled young-adult carers of left-behind children. This, in turn, would
have negative repercussions on children themselves and warrants policy level
interventions.

Key words: Migrant, Children, Carer, Psychological, Coping
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Effect of the Inclusion of Sports Component in Comprehensive School
Evaluation System: On the Girl Students’ Attitude towards Sports and
Games

Shantha Jayakumar

JRK Global School
raji2707@gmail.com

Girls are significantly less likely than boys to participate in sports. At the
primary and secondary school levels, most girls do not actively take part in sports and
games even during the allotted period. Factors like socio-economic background, family
structure and school have effects on socializing boys and girls into athletics (Videon,
2002). Schools have the primary social responsibility of educating girl students on how
crucial it is to involve in sports activities in order to keep themselves fit, to display
courage and determination, and to take up leadership roles.

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), one of India’s national
educational boards introduced a new evaluation system - “continuous and
comprehensive evaluation” (CCE) in 2009 and this included sports as a co-scholastic
aspect of child growth that needs to be recorded. It is felt that the CCE system has an
impact on girl students’ participation in sports. This paper reports the findings of a study
of changes, if any, in girl students’ attitudes towards games and sports after the
introduction of this system and the related development of qualities such as self esteem,
positive attitude and adaptive behaviour.

The study was conducted using questionnaire responses of 30 girl students, their
parents and two teachers of games and sports in an all-girls CBSE school in Chennai,
India. Data was triangulated using semi-structured interviews of the same sample.
Findings show that interest had risen among girl students as a result of the switchover to
CCE system. Greater support from parents and teachers, higher self esteem and a more
positive attitude towards participation in sports were reported by students and their
parents. Teachers showed that they had become more assertive within the school on

issues of participation of girl students in sports.

Key words: Girl student, School, Evaluation, Sports, Social responsibility, Gender

Parity
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An Analysis of the Effects of Major Causes of Deaths on Life

Expectancy in Sri Lanka

S. A. C.S. Silva

Department of Social Statistics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
stancalis@yahoo.com

The life expectancy at birth is considered as an indicator of economic and social
development of a country. The life expectancy in Sri Lanka which is about 73 years is
considered exceptionally high compared to its per capita income level. This situation
can be further improved if the major causes of deaths are carefully targeted.

The objective of this paper is to analyse the effects of major causes of deaths on
life expectancy at birth. The seriousness of each major cause is ascertained by
determining the increase in life expectancy at birth if each of the major causes is
eliminated. Since the total elimination of a cause is not possible, the increase in
expectancy is also calculated if each of the causes is eliminated by a certain percentage.

The major causes were selected by considering the magnitude of the death ratios
for the year 2004 published by the department of Census and Statistics in 2010.The
selected causes were diseases of circulatory system, external causes, diseases of
respiratory system, diseases of nervous system, neoplasm and diseases of digestive
system. The life expectancy at birth for the country was estimated using the familiar
techniques. The cause-eliminated life expectancy was calculated by constructing
separate life table for each cause based on cause-eliminated probabilities of dying. The
proportional increase in life expectancy if the i™" cause is eliminated by & percentage
was estimated by the result H®™3, where H' js the minus weighted average of
logarithms of if}, the weights being the I, column.

The years of life that would be added if each of the six major causes was
eradiated are 9.75 years, 1.77 years, 1.46 years, 1.41 years, 1.18 years, 0.64 years for the
major causes respectively. A ten percent drop in each of the major causes would raise
the life expectancy by 0.22 years, 0.16 years, 0.08 years, 0.052 years, 0.092 years, 0.056
years, respectively. These results indicate that life expectancy at birth can be further
improved by carefully eradicating major causes by targeted percentages.

Key words: Life expectancy, Cause-Specific- Deaths, Cause-Eliminated probabilities,

Cause- Eliminated life expectancy
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The Impact of Mobile Phones on Peoples’ Lives in Sri Lanka

H. P. T. N. Silva

Department of Social Statistics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
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Mobile phone subscriptions have been increasing more and more in Sri Lanka.
The usage of this revolutionary communication device started in major cities and then
the service has quickly spread to rural areas wherever the network is available. It is true
that gender, age, occupation, level of education do not seem as barriers to access mobile
services. Many people use mobile phones in positive ways to organize and maintain
their social networks. However, there are many negative impacts on human life.
Increasing road accidents is one of the dangerous impacts of using mobile phones while
driving and walking.

This research leads to find the impact of the usage of mobile phones on persons’
life. It aims to investigate whether people really developed their social networks
positively while managing their valuable time or their life have been confounded by
using mobile phones. Further the study attempted to identify factors which affected the
monthly mobile phone bill and also to find out how serious mobile phone dependency
has become in Sri Lanka. Two hundred individuals in Maharagama area were
interviewed from January to March 2012 for this study. Odd Ratio and Relative Risk
were used to identify level of risk of lives becoming perplexed with the use of mobile
phone. In addition to that ANOVA technique was applied for the factors identification.

In conclusion, most of the people developed their social connectivity through
mobile phone usage. People who used mobile phones for complex tasks rather than
simple communication face a risk of three times more than those who use it only for
simple communication. Further study found that people less than twenty three years
have four time risk of failing their daily works than others by using mobile phone. The
research result indicated that 92% of respondents could not live as normal without their

mobile phones.

Key words: Mobile, Phones, Odd Ratio, Social, ANOVA
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How to Overcome Challenges Caused by Lack of ICT Resources in Sri

Lankan Schools?

T. M. S. S. K. Y. Ekanayake

Department of Education, University of Peradeniya
syatigammana@yahoo.com

It is well recognised that education can aid development of a country by creating
a workforce that is more productive. However, without the availability of classroom
resources, teachers cannot provide quality education. It is now being recognised that
Information Communication Technologies (ICT) could support quality-education in
many ways. Nevertheless, ICT resources are limited in many schools. For example,
computer laboratories are available in only 40% of schools and only 12% of schools
have the internet connectivity. Some of these computer laboratories are now becoming
out of date. Moreover, it is well known that the remote schools always have less ICT
resources and the low levels of electrification. Therefore, frequent power outages in
many places regularly hinder the effective use of ICT in teaching and learning. The
possibility of using mobile phones to carry out most of the functions that computers
could do make them an ideal solution for education. The biggest advantage in using
mobile phones for learning activities in Sri Lanka is the comparable low cost of mobile
phones. Further, mobile phones do not suffer from power outages and can be used in
areas where there is no electricity.

The work presented in this paper first reviews the literature to discuss the
potential of mobile phones for teaching and learning. Then the factors that supported
their use in Sri Lankan schools were discussed by carrying out a survey among group of
science teachers and a market survey in Sri Lanka. Finally, four sample lessons were
developed with a group of teachers and implemented in four different classroom
settings. The survey questionnaire data were analysed descriptively using the SPSS
statistical package. During the lesson development and implementations, data were
collected using observation via video, audio recording and written materials (teachers’
notes on how they used mobile phones during lesson planning stage, the participant
observer’s field-notes and students’ comments in post-lesson interviews). These data
were transcribed; translated, coded and emerging themes were abstracted using
Thematic Network Analysis. From the findings it was recognised that the mobile phone

57



Is an ideal alternative for computer, video camera and still-camera and they could
support learning by bridging the outside world with classroom and enhancing the
interactions. However, the main limitation of this study was that the findings are based
only on four lessons. Thus, further studies should be carried out with a greater number
of participants and in different contexts before making a broad generalisation of the

above claim.

Key words: Teaching and learning, challenges, ICT, Mobile phone
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Right to Education under Srilankan Law in Ensuring Post-Conflict

Reconciliation: A Comparative Study

S. Susarithaa

Department of Public and International Law, University of Colombo
susarithaasegar@gmail.com

Right to education is an indispensable right which has been recognized by
several international instruments and the national law of Srilanka. Srilanka under
chapter 1V Article 27 and by Judicial Activism through Doctrine of Equality expressly
and impliedly accepted the right to education. But the main question is whether the right
granted is helping to achieve sustainable peace in the post conflict era through
reconciliation in Srilanka. This paper focuses this specific issue of Srilanka and tries to
produce a sustainable solution by examining the role of executive, legislature and
judiciary in reconciliation and sustainable development. Further this paper examines the
role of education in past and the role in present and how the role of education should be
in future to deal with post conflict reconciliation. The relevant constitutional provisions
and the comparative study would be dealt with in this theoretical research exercise.
Education shall be understood and approached from a universal and large-scale
perspective. Classic basic education skills, such as reading writing, arithmetic and
classic higher educational skills are no longer sufficient to ensure sustainable peace in
Srilanka through reconciliation. Right to education should enhance the empowerment,
awareness, cultural understanding and respect, social cohesion, morals and values which
can enhance post conflict reconciliation. Role of the above mentioned legislature
executive and judiciary the three organs of government is to enhance the understanding
on reconciliation process and sustainable development among students through
education process, policies, judicial activism and legislations which paves a path for

sustainable peace.

Key words: Sustainable development, Education, Social cohesion, Reconciliation,

Empowerment
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Fertility Preferences of Muslim and non Muslim Women in Sri Lanka

M. D. J. W. Wijesinhe
Department of Economics and Statistics, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka

jayaniwijesinghe@yahoo.com

The level of fertility and preferences in the world varies according to the
country, culture, socio and economic conditions and some individual characteristics
such as age and attitudes of women towards fertility behaviors. Further, religion is one
important factor that affects fertility through norms such as family size, value of
children, husband and wife communication.

The prime objective of the study is to identify the fertility preferences among
Muslim and non Muslim women in Sri Lanka. Secondary data was taken from the
Demographic and Health Survey 2006/2007 in order to analyze fertility preferences at
national level. Descriptive statistics and binary regression methods were mainly used
for the analysis of the study. To distinguish the impact through cross tabulation, all sub
samples of 14692 women were used including Muslim and non Muslim women.

The three dependent variables: ideal number of children, time for future birth
and desire future child were used as measurements of fertility preferences while some
demographic socio economic factors are used as independent variables.

The Study found that being Muslim women has positive relationship with
demanding more children. Age difference between partner, living district, husband‘s
occupation, number of ever born children, expose to media, husband and wife
communication are statistically significant with wanting more children. Being Muslim

women reduces the time lag for next birth and increases the ideal number of children.

Key words: Fertility preferences, Muslim women, Non Muslim women
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The Factors Affecting Recreation Behaviour of Upcountry Tamil

Community in Tea Estates

K. G. C. P. Wijethissa, K. Jayantha and E. G. Ubayachandra
Sports and Recreation Management Degree Programme

Faculty of Social Sciences
cwijethissa@yahoo.com

This study aims to make a deeper analysis of Upcountry Tamil Community in
tea estates in relation to the factors affecting recreation behavior of upcountry Tamil
community in tea estates. The objective is to identify the influence of age and gender
(demographic factor) for recreation behavior of Upcountry Tamil Community in tea
estates. Two hypotheses were formulated: (i) The age influence on recreation behavior
of Upcountry Tamil Tea Estates community; (UTTE) (ii) The gender influence on
recreation behavior of Upcountry Tamil Tea Estates community. The researcher used
primary and secondary data for this study. 200 laborers were selected for the sample and
the researcher used cluster random sampling method as a sampling technique in this
study. The researcher used questionnaire and interview methods to collect data and
hypotheses were tested by calculate correlation and skewness. Based on the findings,
the researcher concluded that employee’s recreation behavior (individually and
together) is negatively correlated with their age and gender. In addition, the researcher
made recommendation to tea estates authority in related field. The government should
provide open spaces and recreational centers throughout the tea estates. Therefore, the
government should take steps to increase their income or release more time for

recreation.

Key words: Recreation behavior, Demographic factor, Ethnic group
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The Socioeconomic Determinants of Crimes Committed by Women

L. P. Himali and B. S. K. Balasooriya

Department of Economics and Statistics, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
hima099@yahoo.com & suslsaman@gmail.com

Crime is a major social problem presenting a challenge to every authority of the
government in the world. A crime is any act or omission that violates a law which
results in a punishment (Fattah 1997:31). Considering the Sri Lankan context, the crime
rate is very high. Women also engage in crime and that is a major social, economic and
political challenge to the Sri Lankan society. The main objective of this study was to
identify the determinants of crimes committed by women. Primary data were collected
through questionnaire including 100 female prisoners by using convenience sampling
method from Welikada prison. Chi-square test was used to identify the association
between variables. Study found that more than 65% of the prisoners are unemployed
and that was the major reason for crime. Most of the female prisoners belong to the age
group of 31-40 years and married women tend to engage in criminal activities. It was
recorded as 48% of the sample. Finally, it was found that education level, age,
employment status, residential sector, monthly income, number of attendance in jail and
weather their parents alive or not were the determinants of crimes committed by

women.

Key words: Commit crime, Female prisoners, Determinants
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LTTE Suicide Bombers of Sri Lanka

R. S. K. Iddamalgoda
iddamall@sltnet.lk

Suicide Human Bombing attacks are the most virulent and horrifying form of
terrorism in the world today. The smooth functioning of Civic, Social, Political and the
Defence sectors of many countries has succumbed to the lethality of such acts. The
LTTE re-invented “Martyrdom Operation Concept” as a lethal and precise destruction
weapon, targeting them on Security Forces, Political Leaders, Economic Nerve Centers,
technological hubs and religious sanctuaries to achieve collateral damage, strategic
advantage, ability to balance power in an asymmetric war, unleash fear and utmost
psychological damage to the society, gain publicity and even sympathy and to motivate
their subscribers. One of the societal dimensions of Suicide Terrorism focuess on
factors such as the degree of frustration caused by social injustice. The charismatic
LTTE leadership commonly succeeded in promoting highly pro-social and non-
destructive goals, along with the significant contribution of Suicide Martyrs.

The main method of collecting primary and secondary data on over 150 suicide
attacks (1987-2009), included: various sources, such as Police Investigation Reports,
Case Proceedings, Published Datasets and interviews of the captured suicide bomber
suspects and LTTE cadres, currently in the Police custody, pending legal action.

Research Findings revealed that suicide attacks are highly effective at civilian
deaths and injuries accounted for almost 57% and 80% respectively of the total of 1,608
deaths and 5,098 injured persons. Average casualty rate per event was 11 deaths against
34 injured.

This research has made an attempt to look into the suicide attacks as a;
“homicide” and method of “deliberate and Kkilling of others”, with number of
recommendations to prevent recurrence of such incidences in future, while stressing the
need to address the political, socio-economic and ethno-cultural aspirations of the

people through democratic processes.

Key words: Succumbed, Suicide bombers, Terrorism, LTTE, Homicide, Lethality &

Criminal act
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Prisoners’ rehabilitation in Sri Lanka

L. J. M. Karunaratne

No 108, Uduwawala, Katugastota
Ijmkarunarathne@yahoo.co.uk

The problem of prisoners is a burden to current Sri Lanka as 1.5% of the total
population of Sri Lanka are Srilankan prisoners, and the most important fact is that out
of that percentage 46% are in between 20 to 30 years and 36.5% are imprisoned due to
drug related matters. It is an obstacle for the current development of the society and the
country, as the government has to allocate a large amount of funds from the budget for
the prisoners.

The objective of the research is to introduce a new rehabilitation programme to
civilize the prisoners, value and develop their own skills for the benefit of the country
and release them to the society as good citizens.

When the prisoners are released to the society there are more possibilities of
them engaging again in criminal activities due to many reasons such as poverty, lack of
education, background and etc... That is why to prevent their re imprisonment and to
adjust their mental formation and to start their lives through basic human requirements
prisoners’ rehabilitation is needed. Though there is a current rehabilitation programme
conducts, it should be reviewed, restructured and reprogrammed through the vavles of
the old programme and introduce new methods and techniques to the new society as a
developing nation. It will be a better bench mark for the policy makers.

Both quantitative and the qualitative methods will be used to gather the
information. There will be two focus groups, such as current prisoners and released
prisoners. With the permission from the prison department around 100 prisoners from
both the categories will be interviewed inside the prison individually, confidentially and
respectfully. (LTTE prisoners are excepted from the research), The advice and the
guidelines will be taken from the rehabilitation trainers and the scholars.

Key words: Prisoners, Rehabilitation, Development, Training, Scholars
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Crime and Society: Protecting Society through Ensuring Rights of

Suspects in Criminal Justice System

G. I. M. Liyanage
Department of Public and International Law, University of Colombo
isurumaduka@yahoo.com

The successful balance of rights of the suspect against the rights of the victim
and the society at large comprises the core of any criminal justice system. In the past,
Sri Lanka’s criminal justice system was organized on the basis of Penal Code, Code of
Criminal Procedure No. 15 of 1979 and the Departmental orders of the Police. Penal
Code interpretscrimes and imposes penalties for each particular crime. Basically it is the
substantial law. And the procedural side was introduced by the Code of Criminal
Procedure, and such a code explains the basic mechanism the justice and law
enforcement institutions should comply with and it also provides the proper process.
Recently we have seen Prevention of Terrorism Act and Emergency Regulations have
intervened with this procedure. This has resulted in the violation of rights of the
suspects.

Therefore the author seeks to ascertain the nature in which suspects have been
affected within criminal investigation, Process of Arrest and in period of Detaining by
police officers. Furthermore it is intended to suggest improvements to the laws relating
to this area in order to minimize these types of violations to protect rights of suspect
within criminal justice system. And also the author wishes to discuss this issue in
relation to recent case law and with legislative enactments. For better improvement of
our law, a comparative study with Laws in United Kingdom will be done.

Consequently, considering the rights of suspects in criminal procedure we can
examine how their rights get violated in the process of Criminal investigation, Process

in Arresting and in detaining periods by police officers.

Key words: Suspects rights, Criminal justice, Investigation, Arrest, Detaining
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The Problems Faced by Family Members of Remand Prisoners

H. P. K. N. Hewawasam

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
kaushalyahewawasam@gmail.com

The existing legal system prohibits the arbitrary arrest and detention of
individuals but at times, police defy these provisions. Depending on the significance of
the role played by the arrested individual, his/her dependents have to adjust their lives
after such an incarceration.

This research was conducted to examine the emotional, psychological,
developmental, familial and financial consequences of remand incarceration on the
families of inmates. Finally, the study looked into how society reacted towards these
families.

The sample consisted of 150 remand prisoners awaiting trial for a long period in
Walikanda and New Magazine prisons Sri Lanka. Another sample of 50 families was
selected randomly from the prisoners in Colombo District who have been detained in
custody for more than one year.

The data for the research was gathered using a structured questionnaire and
interviews. Both remand prisoners and their family members were interviewed.

Results of the study show that when the remanded prisoner is the breadwinner of
the family, rest of the family is subjected to adverse financial difficulties. When father
of the family is imprisoned, mother and children of the family are often subjected to the
miseries of hunger.

The incarceration of a parent, in most cases, results in severe disruptions in
children’s education unless someone else -may be a relative- provides a helping hand.
It was revealed that if the families of detainees lived in a community with socio stature
equal to that of theirs, the negative social impact will be lesser than if they lived in a
community with a social stature superior to that of theirs.

The study concluded that incarceration of a family member has a negative
bearing on the family but the level of impact differs from one case to another depending

on the nature of contribution detainee used to make to the family.

Key words: Imprisonment, Remand, Family problems
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A Study on Injury Patterns of Motorcyclists Met with Traffic Accidents

K. K. N. Fernando, S. R. Hulathduwa and C. A. D. Nahallage
Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
sanjayarh@yahoo.co.uk

Injuries following road traffic accidents (RTA) are recognized as a man-made
health hazard across the globe. This is also the common knowledge of any surgeon
working in any busy hospital.

The general objective of this study was to identify the injury patterns and
demographic characteristics such as age, gender, ethnicity and educational level of
motor-bike victims of RTAs. As specific objectives, the injury types, subtypes,
commonly affected body parts, the outcome of injuries, the level of medical
interventions needed, the category of hurt, the causative, contributing and predisposing
factors for accidents have been studied in depth. The study was carried out at the
Accident Service Unit of the Colombo South Teaching Hospital-Kalubowila for a
period of six months using 100 motorcyclists. The ethical clearance was granted by the
Ethical Review Committee of the Medical Faculty. A researcher administered structured
interview was held with each participant. Medical data were obtained from the Bed
Head Ticket (BHT) of the patients.

Some major findings of the study: Mostly affected age group was 21-40yrs (86%).
Males were mostly affected (94%). Most accidents occurred on week days and during
day time. Most common side of collision was frontal (head-on). Fractures were the
commonest type of injuries (79%) followed by abrasions (76%), contusions (56%) and
lacerations (10%). Head injuries were encountered by 35% of victims. It was claimed
that helmets were worn by 95%. The lower limbs were the most commonly affected
body part (41%). Most victims needed fracture management (79%), wound toileting
(76%) and suturing (10%). Only 04% needed critical surgical interventions. Over-
speeding (33%), overtaking from wrong side (18%), careless disobedience to road rules
were the commonly accepted triggers. Consumption of alcohol was a contributory factor

in a minority.

Key words: Traffic injuries, Motorcyclists, Accidents, Casualties, Head injuries
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Sri Lankan Prison System: Conflict with Human Rights Standards

M. K. G. Jeewanthi

The Open University
mkgj26@yahoo.com

Crime is a social and economic phenomenon and it is old as human society.
Criminal justice system of a country can act against crime in different ways and
punishment is also considered as one form of reaction to crime. Punishment can vary
from crime to crime and imprisonment is considered as one of the famous modes of
punishment. The main objectives of imprisonment are incapacitation, deterrence and
rehabilitation. However, imprisonment is not a form of making a person inhuman or it
should not be a place where people are deprived of their certain recognized rights. The
international community has developed many standards for recognition of special rights
relating to prisoners. Although Sri Lanka has ratified and recognized most of these
standards, practice of prison system reveals a different picture. Overcrowded prisons is
a major problem in Sri Lanka. It is not only a problem of space, but also a problem of
not having enough water, toilet facilities, and essential items such as bedding, plates,
mugs, towels and clothing. Apart from these, there are many other rights that are
deprived for prisoners of Sri Lanka and these factors also will be discussed in this paper.
This research is mainly based on literature review and academic and judicial opinion
will be used for analysis, along with the data collected by prison authorities. The main
objectives of this research is the identification of effectiveness of imprisonment as a
mode of punishment, identification of human rights standards which are entitled for
prisoners, comparing the Sri Lankan prison system with international recognized

standards and suggestions for better prison system and better criminal justice system.

Key words: Crime, Imprisonment, Human rights, International standards
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Rehabilitation of Prisoners through Vipassana Meditation

M. W. Jayasundara

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
madawalajayasundara@yahoo.com

The prison authorities in Sri Lanka as well as in other countries such as India
have emphasized the use of religious practices and religious teachings in disciplining
and rehabilitating prisoners. As most of the individuals tend to commit crimes owing to
some mental problems, meditation can be the best remedy for the mentally and
spiritually sick prison inmates to get rid of their wrong perceptions.

Vipassana is the method of meditation often practiced in prisons. Vipassana
means “insight” into the impermanent nature of mind and body. It is a way of self
transformation through self observation and introspection. It deeply focuses on the
interrelationship between mind and body, which can be perceived directly by
disciplined attention to the physical sensations of the body that continuously
interconnect and condition the state of the mind. In Sri Lanka, where Buddhism is the
main religion of the majority, the Buddhist teaching and practices have made a
considerable impact upon prisoners for their rehabilitation. This study explored the
impact of Vipassana meditation practices in changing prisoners’ behavior and their
wrong attitudes. During the months of June and July in 2011, the data were gathered by
interviewing 48 prisoners who had been imprisoned in Bogambara prison in Kandy, Sri
Lanka. The data were concerning the perceived changes in behavior and attitudes of
prisoners caused by the practice of Vipassana meditation.

The majority of prisoners said that they were able to sleep peacefully without
having nightmares and physical pains and with increased appetite after meditation
practices. The other beneficial effects of meditation were that it helped prisoners to get
rid of their addiction to smoking, drugs and alcohol, improve their discipline,
experience in spiritual and behavioral changes, giving up hatred and revenge, and

becoming vegetarians.

Key words: Vipassana, Meditation, Prisoners, Rehabilitation, Mind
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Epistemological Basis of Astro-medical Mandate of Prognosis of

Fevers as Mentioned in Sri Lankan Indigenous Medicine

D. L. Perera

PGIAR, University of Kelaniya
danister@mobitelnet.lk

Astrology was an auxiliary subject associated with Indigenous Medicine (IM) to
overcome supra-medical causative factors and perform healing practices in
culturalnorms. The aim of this study was to find the epistemological basis of mandatory
periods of prognosis attributed to 27 kinds of fevers which are originated within
astrological mansion (nakshatra) as mentioned in IM texts. This study was based on five
IM  textbooks belongs to  different  chronological  periods  namely
SararthaSangrahaya(SS), Besajjamanjusa (BM), Yogarnavaya (YN), Varyogasaraya
(VS), Yogaratnakaraya (YR). They were written in three different languages in different
styles like Sanskrit (SS), Pali (BM), Sinhala (YN, VR and YR). Primary data were
collected from these five texts and verified them with a Sri Lankan astrological textbook
DaivaghnaKamadhenu (DK) for astrological facts. Analyzed data were compared with
an Indian medical text, VrihatNighantuRatnakara (VNR) andno significant
homogeneousness was revealed.

According to BM reference, this theory was originally revealed by sage Harita
and this cannot be verified because original version of Harita Samhita is not available
due to antiqueness. Astro-medicallyattributed time durations of 27 fevers were different
in all other texts except YN and VS which had identical data. According to the primary
data, since SS has deviated only in few time durations from previous texts (YN and VS)
basically they could be included into one groupwhile BM and YR were
reasonablycategorizedintoanother group. Only one point was totally identical in all 5 Sri
Lankan texts with VNR and no interrelation has been demonstrated. For relieving
malicious affects VNR prescribes rituals associated symbolic trees associated with
moon-mansions while SS very clearly dictate specific rituals related to astro-divine
ethos and spiritual measures. Epistemological basis of Sri Lankan IM knowledge related
to astro-medical mandates of 27 fevers is exclusively evolved within a different
paradigm from Indian tradition.

Key words: Astromedical, Fever, Epistemological basis, Prognosis, Indigenous

medicine
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Revival and Re-evaluation of Some Traditional Methods of

Conservation of Palm Leaf Manuscripts in Sri Lanka

C. N. K. Alahakoon

Main Library, University of Peradeniya
kumaria@pdn.ac.lk

Sri Lanka is a land of a rich heritage. From very ancient times this island and her
neighboring countries are rich in resources of manuscripts. Compared to other countries
of the world Sri Lanka is one of the richest countries in terms of palm-leaf manuscripts.
The palm-leaf manuscripts are the written records of man which served as the path of
intellectual ideas reflecting the wisdom and knowledge of the ancestors of the medieval
period. Therefore ancient rare palm-leaf manuscripts are a precious treasure for any
country which possesses the literary evidence of the society to trace the cultural legacy
of that particular nation.

Care of these manuscripts was a major concern in the past and efforts were made
to protect them from the different agents of deterioration. There are many biological
agents which deteriorate these organic materials. This may have happened due to the
lack of proper maintenance, unsuitable storage techniques and unsatisfactory
environmental conditions. Today many synthetic chemicals and pesticides
manufactured are used for the preservation of this cultural property in Sri Lanka. Most
of the modern materials and readymade materials used to counter deterioration are
relatively toxic and harmful too. It is therefore important to find out the traditional
materials and methods which are in use and to conserve them for the sake of these
treasures of knowledge.

This study will make an investigative approach into the traditional Sri Lankan
manuscript conservation techniques practiced in Sri Lanka and their applicability in the
present day. Therefore the following stages of the palm-leaf manuscripts were discussed
in detail with the traditional conservation techniques used for seasoning the leaves,
preparation for writing, writing on leaves, oiling methods, storage and housekeeping
methods of palm-leaves and insect control methods. Some of the aforesaid information
may enable us to unravel some of the secrets of preservative methods and techniques

used in the past time which are cheaper and convenient.
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This study will make an investigative approach into the traditional Sri Lankan
manuscript conservation techniques practiced in Sri Lanka and their applicability in the
present day. A literary survey will also be applied to identify the traditional methods in
the conservation of palm-leaves.

Therefore, by a reviewing of these traditional treatments of existing palm-leaf
manuscripts and the materials used for conservation and protection may help in the field
of conservation to improve the longevity and endurance of the cultural heritage in the
country. According to the budgetary conditions of the repositories, the identified

traditional materials and methods can be applied to preserve the palm leaves.

Key words: Preservation, Conservation, Palm leaf, Traditional method, Sri Lanka
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A Literary Review on Vedic Serpent Mythologies and its Cultural

Semantics Reflected in Indigenous Medical Texts in Sri Lanka

D. L. Perera

PGIAR, University of Kelaniya
danister@mobitelnet.lk

The serpent is a universal symbol in mythologies that prevail in all civilizations
and folklore throughout the world from prehistoric times. Vedic cosmological legends
describe the sacred mythical serpent icons and the heavenly genesis of nectar (amrita)
and venom (visha) in the war between the gods and demons (Sura-asura) where with
the help of the great celestial serpent (vasuki) a churning of the ocean of milk took
place. In this study the main objective is to understand roots of Vedic mythologies
fabricated in indigenous medical literature and demonstrate its cultural semantics
reflected in such literary sources. Baseline data were collected from authentic ancient
medical textbooks written in Sinhala and unpublished sources like palm-leaf
manuscripts and handwritten documents. Several semi-structured interviews with
indigenous snakebite healers were conducted for data verification and data analysis was
completely based on textual references published by anthropologists or historians
related to scholarly works on Vedic literature and proto-Indo-European mythology.
Anthropological knowledge, attitudes and practices of indigenous medicine is mostly a
cultural repertory embedded in belief systems which have been influenced by Indian
Ayurveda as a medical science. In indigenous medical literature this influence is
reflected in many ways and Ayurvedic fundamentals and basic theories, in turn, are
included in the Sri Lankan tradition. Findings of this study show that the Vedic
mythology has a direct influence on indigenous medical lore in description of
primordial serpent venom, origin of celestial serpents, effect of venom, classification of
cobra, mythicalrecites, rituals, beliefs etc. Ethos related to deities and divine powers
administered in snake venom treatment processes are also acculturated from Vedic
legends. Epistemology and cultural traits of Vedic serpent mythologies reflected in

indigenous medical literature can be found in community belief systems as well.

Key words: Vedic mythologies, Serpent, Indigenous medical literature, Cultural

semantics
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An Anthropological Overview of Etymology, Cultural Interpretation
and Usage of the Term Parangi with Special Reference to Indigenous

Medicine in Sri Lanka

D. L. Perera

PGIAR, University of Kelaniya
danister@mobitelnet.lk

The Sinhala word “Parangi” is a vernacular term specifically used to refer
“Portuguese” or something related to them. This word has been culturally articulated for
many centuries from 1505 AD and is contextualized in many classical and literary
sources. It had also become an internationally accepted technical term in internal
medicine and cited in many textbooks, journals and many other reference sources. The
objective of this study is to collect literary data and find out the etymology of the word
“parangi” and interpret the linguistic expressions of its usage to reflect cultural
otherness in medical aspects. Subject-specific and evidence-based textual analysis was
adopted to review and redefine the cultural interpretation of the term Parangi referred in
indigenous medical literature sources in Sri Lanka. In verification of hypothetical
overview baseline data were authenticated through a comparative and elective
scrutinizing process in reference with western discourses.

As widely accepted, among the several scholarly opinions that appeared for the
origin of the word Parangi and its literary interpretation are related to the Portuguese.
Farangi, firangfirangi, feringhi, feringhee or Parangi with its derivatives and diverse
pronunciations is a term for foreigners in the Persian language, with particular reference
to westerners.It carries a disdainful and condescending meaning, and was originally
used in a purely geographical sense particularly for Europeans, Caucasians and
Westerners. The word in Arabic (faranji or ferenji) is similar and the word farangi also
appears in Amharic, Urdu and Hindi in reference to western Europeans. Sometime later
this may have been loaned by the Malayalam language possibly from Arab traders and
later might be transferred to Sinhala for demarcating “otherness” of the Portuguese as
foreigners. In this study the etymology, cultural interpretation and linguistic description

of Parangi are explored, refined and redefined in an anthropological perspective.
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Puberty Rites and Rituals among Valluvars of Pudhucherry: A

Gender Perspective

V. Pragati

Department of Anthropology, Pudhucherry Institute of Linguistics and Culture
pragathirajkumar@yahoo.co.in.

In India feminine gender of women is conceptualized as fertility. Therefore
in every transition stages of women various rites and rituals are performed for
honouring her feminine and fertility, Because she has a responsibility to continue the
patrilineal line by giving birth to children. Eventually to fulfill her duty of feminity, the
tremonton importance of women’s is given. Fertility is essential to the complete identity
of an woman .As the feminity and fertility are immutably linked. This is particularly
apparent in beliefs concerning the puberty rites and rituals as it enables women to
recognize their natural generative power and to construct the feminine gender in
contradistinction to the masculine.

In this paper an attempt is made to bring about the salient features in regarding
with the rite and rituals of puberty among Valluvar of Pudhucherry in gender
perspective. The Valluvar are Tamil speakers and are priestly community of Scheduled
Caste group of Tamil Nadu and Pudhucherry.

There are two Objectives in this study. First one is to study the perception of
puberty celebration and other one to study the rite and rituals related with the puberty.
The data for this research is conducted among Valluvar of Pudhucherry district
in Union Territory of Pudhucherry. In Pudhucherry district two villages are selected,
where there is high concentration of Valluvar population. An ethnographic data is
collected on Valluvar of Pudhucherry district. As this subject is related with women,
many women informants of different age group are interviewed and observation method
is also used for collecting the data.
This rite is followed by rites of separation into a sexual world. This is a
transition period from social kinship, between physical maturity and social maturity.
Puberty is welcomed by one and all, for one cannot reach the state of motherhood, a

higher status, without attaining menarche.

Key words: Valluvar, Conception of womanhood, Puberty,
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Decoding the Myth of End of History

Kushal Pal and Anita Agarwal

Department of Political Science, Dyal Singh College
kushalpal66@gmail.com & anitadsc@gmail.com

The ideological battle in the world is very old. It intensified with the Soviet
Socialist Revolution of 1917, which also culminated in a cold war between the two
super powers. It impelled upon the liberal thinkers to declare an ‘End of Ideology’ in
1955. Subsequently some of the western scholars declared Political theory as dead,
whereas others maintained that, it is not dead but declining. Further to this debate in
1989, a US State Department official, Francis Fukuyama wrote a sensational essay “The
End of History” in which he claimed that the world in which historical progress was
understood in terms of the struggle for human freedom had reached its final destination
where history ceases to exist. The statement of Fukuyama is highly debatable and has
led to many serious writings among western and non-western scholars.

Before the demise of communism in Soviet Russia, in his thesis, Fukuyama
wrote that the promises of communism were an illusion. He strongly put forward his
argument that like monarchy, fascism and other forms of autocratic government that had
been tried from time to time, communism, the last great challenger to liberal democracy,
had failed to deliver the proverbial good. Interestingly, after the sudden death of
communism, this liberal thesis received a great boost among the western intelligentsia.

While explaining his thesis, Fukuyama argued that modern liberal democracies
were not without their practical deficiencies and still struggled with problems of crime
and injustice. But Fukuyama argued that these deficiencies simply reflected the
incomplete realization of basic principles of liberal democracy — liberty and equality
rather than any defects in the principles themselves. The basis of his argument is that the
Marxist dream of socialist society has failed and capitalism, as the logical economic
accompaniment to liberal democracy, has triumphed. And, thus, by the end of history he
means a much more secure existence in a liberal democratic world. Thus, the entire
thesis reflected characteristically the end of ideological hostility, which represented the

surrender to the forces of western values of economics and especially political freedom.
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But Fukuyama’s thesis seems more of a myth than a reality. Applying his own
argument to a Marxist vision of an egalitarian society based on the principles of
equality, liberty and justice one may argue that the Marxist ideology, too, is free from
defects in its principles; only its objectives have not been achieved fully. Its notion of a
socialist society is still relevant for the third world countries where a large part of the
population is struggling for bare minimum necessities of life. Moreover, under the
present conditions of globalization, the dominant economic paradigm of global
capitalism has resulted in wider economic disparities between classes. So, the capitalist
manifestation of liberal democracy cannot be treated as the ultimate stage of historical
progress. And Fukuyama’s vision did not promise a world free of the tragedy of violent
conflicts. History, a very important component of social sciences, cannot be simply
whisked away on the basis of fake premises.

The ongoing discussion and analyses of the concept shall involve the use of
historical, analytical and comparative research methods.

Key words: Decoding, Myth, History
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Explanation of the Using Pattern of Metal Resources in the North Central

and Eastern provinces in the Early Period of Sri Lanka

Thusitha Mendist and Chandana Rohana Withanachchi?

!Central Cultural Fund; 2Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
1 Thus.mendis@gmail.com 2 chandanawithanachchi@gmail.com

Resources are very important for creating civilization. Archeological studies
show that resources have been used during the primary societies. People in the stone age
of Sri Lanka had used different types of rocks for making their tools.

The exploitation of mineral resources sustained purposefully, commenced in Sri
Lanka around the 8" century B.C and it had progressively increased by the 3™ century
B.C. This period is known as the Early Iron age. People lived in different geographical
and climate zones during this period. In each climatic zone, certain types of natural
resources sustained in the residential communities. This research paper will examine
how the metal resources were taken in to use and their technology in the early
communities of the North Central province and Eastern province.

For this research, we used collected data relating literature evidences and
archeological methods. The discovery of copper implements from the communities in
Anuradhapura is now known as the copper magnetite deposit — one of the major sources
for this industry have been found at Seruwila. Recent ecological and archeological
studies indicate that copper was extracted from this deposit as early as the 7" century
B.C.

Mineral resources have been used in the 8" century BC in Sri Lanka. But no
scientific investigation has been done on the subject. However this research focuses on
how Sri Lankan societies used mineral resources from the 8" century to the 1% century
B.C.

Key words: Creating civilization, Primary society, Mineral resources, Residential

ommunities
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How the Ancient Indians Get the Measurements to Build Their

Sacrificial Altars

Jambugahapitiye Dhammaloka Thera
Department of Classical Languages, University of Peradeniya
gahapitiyajambu@gmail.com

The lives of ancient Indians were strictly bound to the religion. Sacrifices
(yajiia) were the main custom of them. To perform the sacrifices they wanted to make
altars which were built with appropriate measurements. Therefore, Brahmins have
developed some Mathematical rules and techniques which are in manuals called sulba
sutras and they have used a few equipments for it.
Here, our attention is paid to examine how the Brahmins measured the width,
length, area etc. of the altars accurately and what equipments were used by them for it.
The main methodology is studying literary sources collecting the facts and
verifying them in accordance with the theoretical knowledge of modern Mathematics.
The ancient Indians have used only five measuring equipments to get
measurements. They are a stake (sanku), cord (rajju), angular rod (sphya) and a peg
(khila) but, additionally, a special measuring rod which has been made according to the
physical measurements of the patron of the sacrifice for the particular sacrifice, too, is
used. They have used them to find directions as well. In sulba siitras, three main altars
and other various altars have been recommended. First, it guides us to form a right angle
triangle. Based on it, there is much guidance in the sulba sutras to form squares,
rectangles, circles, trapeziums etc. In addition, including the Pythagorean Theorem, the
mathematical rules used to form a square or a rectangle or a circle etc. which is similar
in area to two identical squares or two unequal squares, a rectangle, a circle etc. and
vice versa, can be seen there. The Brahmins, indeed, have used the cord to bisect an
angle and to divide a figure into equal shares. Comparing these methods with modern
mathematical theories, it is worth to say that the ancient Indians were capable to

measure accurately using a few equipments.

Key words: Sulba siitra, Vedic Mathematics, Altar, Sacrifice
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A Study of the History and Development of the Tea Culture in Sri Lanka

P. V. S. Pathirana

Department of Modern Languages, University of Kelaniya
vimansanipathirana@yahoo.com

This study focuses mainly on the identification of the historical development
and the growth of new trends in the tea culture, as a subculture of the eating and
drinking culture in Sri Lanka, where it also seeks to recognize the role played by the
culture attached to the consumption of various beverages, in the total cultural identity
of a nation. In complying with these objectives observations were done and
secondary sources were also analyzed to gather expected data. Furthermore, both
formal and informal interviews were conducted, where necessary.

The results of the study indicate that, in the development of drinking cultures
there are traces, which also support better cultural understanding of a nation. Apart
from that, important facts were gathered in terms of the drinks before the arrival of
tea, the history of tea culture, the first tea drinkers and the emergence and the spread
of tea culture in Sri Lanka, creating a ground for it to be called the national drink of
the country. Other than that the current situation and the new trends in tea drinking
were analyzed in order to identify and suggest the possible future developments
of the tea culture in Sri Lanka.

This work is further characterized by the fact, that it can be viewed as a
starting point for future studies in the same field, especially because there are few
such completed works to be found on the particular subject area. In that sense this

work provides suggestions and invites further researches as well.

Key words: Culture, Tea, Tea culture
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A Brief Appraisal of Cultural Heritage of Ao Nagas in Nagaland

Pranjal Boruah

Department of Anthropology, Dibru College, India
anthroboruah@yahoo.co.in

Cultural heritage encompasses the qualities and attributes of places that have
aesthetic, historic, scientific or social value for past, present or future generations.
Cultural heritage is also described as ways of living developed by a community and
passed on from generation to generation, including customs, practices, places, objects,
artistic expressions and values. Cultural heritage is often expressed as either intangible
or tangible cultural heritage. Cultural heritage are those aspects that are unique to a
particular culture (e.g. ingredients, preparation methods, dishes or services of foods).
Thus cultural heritage is those aspects which have significance for the existing social
history.

Considering the above facts, in the present paper an attempt has been made to
describe certain aspects of socio-cultural life — e.g. religious beliefs, values, attitudes,
food habits and dress pattern — of the Ao Nagas of Nagaland. The empirical data
presented in this paper has been generated through field investigation in three
homogeneous Ao Naga villages namely Lirmen, Yajang-A and Yajang-B under
Japokong range in Mokokchung district. Standard anthropological tools were used in
the collection of field data.

The Ao Nagas have embraced Christianity, yet they are still maintaining some of
their traditional activities. They are still continuing their traditional festivals. The paper
also reveals the prevalent traditional age group system among these Ao Nagas. All these

behaviour reflect their ethnic identity.

Key words: Heritage, Ao Naga, Nagaland, Age group
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Cephalic Index in Purana Inhabitants at the Foot of Sigiriya, Sri Lanka

K. M. Chandimal?, S. G. Yasawardene? and G. Adikari®
!Department of Anatomy, Wickramarachchi Ayurveda Institute, University of
Kelaniya; 2Department of Anatomy, University of Sri Jayewardenapura; 3

Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya
Chandimal06@yahoo.com

Racial and ethnic differences in cranial morphology are documented. Genetic
and non genetic factors such as climate and nutritional status are known to influence the
cranial variation observed between human populations. The Cephalic index is important
when comparing the cranial morphology of the different ethnic groups in populations.
The purana populations in Sigiriya facing imminent threat of extinction trace their
ancestry to the times of the Sinhalese King of the 5" Century A.D. This study was
carried out to determine the cranial index of purana inhabitants of Thalkote,
Diyakepilla, Nagalawewa and Pidurangala purana villages at the foot of Sigiriya. One
hundred and six male and 206 female purana inhabitants belonging to purana pedigree
with apparently healthy and without any craniofacial deformity, were recruited for this
study. The individual selection was based on verbal pedigree analysis and pedigree was
traced back to at least three generations. The maximum cranial length and breadth was
taken according to the standard anthropometry procedure described in Harrison et al in
1990 by using spreading caliper. The horizontal cephalic index of each individual was
calculated by using measured maximum cranial length and maximum cranial breadth of
each individual. The calculated mean horizontal cephalic index of male was 78.33 +
5.29 (mesocephalic) and female was 80.79 + 5.86 (mesocephalic). The mean horizontal
cephalic index for male and female was 80.04 + 5.80 (mesocephalic). The mean
horizontal cephalic indices of male (78.33) and female (80.79) in this study was higher
than the mean value of Sri Lankan population reported by llleperuma 2011, male as
78.04 and female as 79.32. The obtained mean horizontal cephalic index in this study
being 80.04 was higher than the mean value of Sri Lankan population (78.54) reported
by Illeperuma 2011 and Iranians : 75 (Farahani) and it is lower than the Indians : 80.42
(del sol), Europeans in Mediterranean region : 81.19, Japanese : 87, (Nakahani 1986).
These finding reinforce the racial diversity in the cephalic index between the purana

inhabitants and modern Sri Lankans.
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The Evaluation of Living Stature in Purana Inhabitants at the Foot of
Sigiriya, Sri Lanka

K. M. Chandimal!, S. G. Yasawardene? and G. Adikari?
! Department of Anatomy, Wickramarachchi Ayurveda Institute, University of
Kelaniya; 2 Department of Anatomy, University of Sri Jayewardenapura; 3

Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, University of Kelaniya
Chandimal06@yahoo.com

The human stature is determined by combination of genetic and environment
factors such as nutrition and socioeconomic states. The human stature can vary among
populations. The present study evaluates the living stature of present purana inhabitants
at the foot of the Sigiriya. The stature of present purana population was taken from 300
male and female purana inhabitants representing Pidurangala, Thalkote, Diyakepilla and
Nagalaweva purana villages of Sigiriya. The selection of purana individual was based
on oral pedigree analysis and pedigree was traced back to at least three generations. The
stature was measured using a temporary stadiometer prepared by us with the accuracy
of 0.1cm. The mean stature of purana females and males were 152.90cm + 7.05 and
165.70cm * 7.58 respectively. The obtained male and female mean stature of the study
was higher than reported average stature of Sri Lankan present male being163.6cm *
6.9 and female being 151.4cm %6.4 reported by Ranasinghe 2011. The obtained mean
stature male being 165.70cm + 7.58 was higher than the reported mean height of vedda
being 156.62cm + 5.59 reported by Wikramanayake 1992. The obtained mean stature of
purana male was higher than the Indian male being 165.2cm reported by Deaton 2008,
Malaysian male being 164.7cm reported by Lim et al 2000 and Indonesian male being
158cm reported by Tunonggir 2009 while the mean stature of male was lower than the
Chinese male being 166.3cm reported by Yang et al 2005. The obtained mean stature of
purana female was higher than the Indian female being 152.1cm reported by Deaton
2008, Indonesian female being 147cm reported by Tunonggir 2009 while the mean
stature was lower than the Chinese female being 157cm reported by Yang et al 2005
and Malaysian female being 153.3cm reported by Lim et al. 2000.The higher stature of
purana inhabitants of Sigiriya may be due to having agricultural live hood and people
maintaining better nutrition and another contributed factor by being a genetically

isolated group.
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The Inter-relationship between Non-human Primates and People in

Ittakanda and Buthkanda areas in the Rathnapura District

H. A. N. K. Hettiarachchi® and C. A. D. Nahallage?

Department of Sociology & Anthropology, University Of Sri Jayewardenepura
nuwanhettiarachchil7@gmail.com

Non-human Primates exist alongside with humans for many centuries. Five
species of primates inhabit the island of Sri Lanka: the Toque Macaque (Macaca Sinica-
Rilawa), Purple-Faced Leaf Langur (Trachypithecus Velulus-Kalu Wanduras), Gray
Langur (Semnopithecus Priam-Hali Wandura),two Loris Species (Loris Tardigradus
and Loris Lydekkarianus).They have a close relationship with humans as a result of
having been incorporated into human culture in various ways.

The main objectives of this research were to find out the number of primate
species in these areas and to determine the inter-relationship between primates and
people with regard to crop raiding and associated conflicts, people’s perceptions of
them in folklore, black magic and the use of the non-human primate body parts for
medicinal purposes. For this, two villages in the Rathnapura District were selected and
five percent of the population of Buthkanda and Ittekanda were randomly chosen (116
and 96). Data was collected through interviews, questionnaires and through observation
for a period of six months. The results indicated that 40% of informants keep monkeys
as pets in Ittekanda and 3% in Buthkanda. In Ittekanda and Buthkanda25% and 30%
Of the population know Buddhist stories and 20% and 20% know Hindu Stories
Respectively. Few believe that plants have a high risk of acquiring various Diseases
through the contact with non-human Primates. Furthermore, people use different body
parts of primates to cure various illnesses: Rilawa’s skin and oil are used for Black
Magic. Rilawa is considered as an animal belonging to the Demon ‘‘Reeri Yaka’’.
Kaluvandhura’s heart is used for rickets, meat for piles and asthma. The female Kalu
Wandura’s umbilicus is used to cure eye diseases, and the meat of Rilawa is used to
prevent the sagging of skin due to Old age. Monkeys mostly damage fruits and leaves.

A long term study of these primates are needed.

Key words: Zoonosis, Non-Human Primate behavior, Black magic, Ethnoprimatology
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A Basic Study of Ta Prohm (Vat Bati) Inscription

Lun Lay Thera
Departmet of Languages and Cultural Studies, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
lunlay4u@gmail.com

About more than 500 hundred Sanskrit inscriptions have been discovered in
Cambodia. These belonged to different eras such as Funan, Chenla and Angkor periods.
In the Funan period, four Sanskrit inscriptions have been found such as the Vo Canh,
Neak Ta Dambang Dek, Prasat Pram Loveng and Ta Prohm of Vat Bati. The Vo Canh
and Ta Prohm reflected Buddhism that pointed out the phases of Buddhist aspects and
the rest are described Hindu beliefs.

The Ta Prohm inscription also reflects the Cambodian people who worshipped
Buddhism. This inscription tells us about the details of the splendour of Buddhism. It
mentions of both Kaundinya Jayavarman and Rudravarman who begin with an
invocation addressed to the Buddha. This is followed by the mentioning of holy relics,
the Buddhist triple jewels, and details of how a Brahman court official becomes a
Buddhist lay-disciple.

According to the inscription the king of Funan sponsored Buddhist activities for
purely political imperatives. And certainly, little is known about the domestic life of
Cambodia. The inscriptions and other material remains are the works of elites and were
often associated with the kings himself. We do not know definitely when Buddhism first
arrived in Cambodia. But, after a few centuries, Buddhism has flourished in the Funan
kingdom. Because of this fact, | would, therefore, like to investigate the splendour of

Buddhism through Ta Prohm inscriptions.

Key words: Buddhism, Ta Prohm inscription, Funan, King
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Socio-Medico Charms in the Atharvavedic Tradition: Its Relevance
in the Contemporary Society

Niranjan Jena
Department of Sanskrit, Pali & Prakrit Visva-Bharati Central University
santinjena@gmail.com

The Atharveveda occupies a unique position among the four Vedic Samhitas
on account of its subject matter which encompasses not only the invocations and
prayers to the deities like other three Samhitas, but faithfully presents the private
day-to-day life of the common masses. It deals with varieties of customs, birth and
burial, love and marriage, hearth and home, field and cattle, government and politics,
trade and commerce, magic and medicine, anatomy and astronomy, theosophy and
cosmogony and many more things. In this paper an attempt is made to study the
socio-medico charms in the Atharvavedic Tradition and of its relevance in the
contemporary society. At the very outset of my paper, | would like to make it clear
that the present study has no claim of studying the ancient Indian medicine as today’s
science is concerned but as a medical practice followed by the tradition of
Atharvavedic people. Further, it aims at drawing the attention as to how the primitive
— rather, the pre-scientific — elements are spread over our ancient literature. A good
many scholars have been studied in this context from various angles such as Prof. S.
S. Bahulkar, who has written on the medical rituals in the Atharveveda Tradition,
with special reference to the medical section of the Kausikasutra. Prof. G. U. Thite
has written on “medicine” and its magico-religious aspects, according to the Vedic
and later literature. But | have determined my study only at the socio-medical
charms: i.e. human awareness about various diseases, different germs that cause
diseases, the methods of healing processes of various diseases etc. The prescription
of numerous medicinal herbs used to cure such diseases which are used by the

Atharvavedic people will be analyzed elaborately in this paper.
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BevmiendHHalle  eugeTBNled  HlHBHIOUDTET  LHILTL(H  DI6VEGHBEN6NULD,
LMy LDLIM U160 61TULD Qameuwt(heitern W)y >3 RTTO f: WImpLILIT6vT b GSLIBTH
GUUILIUGFGTBEH.  UemimLwl  Bevdswmisellsd  BISBTH,  BTHSHUD  6l6d
GEUILIUGL QUiTCaHadhdled HOD o6 EHdH WHHMS LleTuBpILIeTEH6eNTS
QUMD eUbDHenT. @eulaeT &LLI.8D  HIBBTHIGIHHH HLHCOHHT QT  DFHF
Caxmpmielsa ambbadl abFHIT. ©)F SO SDPs WTDLILTERT DI 6IaipId D6l
SFBeBulL  UiGsab  wmpliumew  SITFAWD  aAIBID  DIMSSLILL HeUHHBHI.
@gemed  @UiFGsHad SI7Swie, QUITHETT ST, FeLpss,FLOUI,EHEN6V, uemrLm (Hg
SHMBHEMNEL HMd HIQUDTERT HL L MOLILHHN6T  CBTRIGHHBHSH. 16D  HIBMBT6IILG 60T
Ueiumes  CumyshaidCawitasl  @eLeuMhdTHel  umdSGeowimset  Gureip  Crmiiw
PesdHalTselear DHNEHHHISD CHTLIFFWTE Sevmend E\HHHH L HILoesns
WIMPLILTETS@GLTHTH  (WRUSID gLl HSHLHHH6T Lletereniuled G)ILIEG a6
CrmiwiTseng UemTLTL (HFOFeOaUTHS MG o UL LN mH & WIMIBENTTS
Lomns1&5 0\ T 6uITL_ 60T ©)eVleuTT 6ot H60T SHBHIAULOTET UewTLIm. (b FmliyenLwi
wmpliLmemsHlener 1596 @eir Llent gGrmiiwim  enaliLml 0l TaiTew &Hemnentd SiTemTe0TLD.
DISTeUSI GursH315CaWTSI GpyLg BT euT e 535 681 E3) WIMLDLILITGHTLD
2 LUl (Hh&6sTeTeuemend STEMTEVITLD. £) FHE0T 6V BGoemevsBxhuil LeTLT(h)
wmpliuTeSHB& CHIQUITE DIBI(LPSLOTEUMSHS  HT6u0T60MLD.

BeVRIMNBHE (WPHelev eaubd MCrmiiwimsenmer CuTThHgHISGsWIT &.19.15058)60
CaxmiemL SPmFd »BLUBY  BeVRMEBUID  HIOFH UHBBHMB  GBLIbHSHS 6.
UeitentT 1596@)60 WIMPLILITEWT SiFend edSLUUBM  WTPLILTEISHD HIOH UHHHHMB
BemeUBTL.  1QeT.  [HeWIL  HMVTEH  FHHHT  IFTS  S\HbHSH  WTDLILTEwoTLD
DBHUWITHESHHBSG6T 2 LUL{H FHIH DTDF OHTNELHHIHOBTERILFHI.  £)FHE0IT60
Ui OFHTL(H SHINHSHIOUDTET LGOIUTH  HOTFFTIHSHIL 0T alembidlul  WITPLILITewILI
MpBx»ad  wHper (pHeord  MCrmidwl  uewiLTLHF  OFeuTHHBGeT o Ll
GouemTiqul @GHLDBlmeL 2 (THEUTEIS).

wmpruTeoToTendl SO  dhHemenud S)baibsmenid Gameni  LFGsHaioms@Lb.
CunTeaHIBCaWIT  wWrpluTETHHeL  HW0OH  BLalgHmBHmen  CmBOsTeni Curg
FUIMBH6T  UPRIFEULD  Fev  FHHTILURGeNL UeOTHEMIHHewer s  LIFCuimaliiigeor

CPGULDTHAD  HIOFH  TFWIed BLagHmHmU L HIoas  gnl Gou  CunysHgsGasuiri
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UeRTUTL(HF  QFevauTdHmEUD  gBUBSHT. DbHaumbuled EauTHel HHCHTedHH
FBVSHUSHMES  (PHETMD  QUPERISEIT.  GHAML  EbHSHH6T LT  LDSHLD
rBELUC LT, @BEILUTES SLTbuSHHe0 SoFCUMILILIGSHHaled GalTseng CFaaTshE,
Blevalul(HbhHHOT0 DIRIG UTDHSI 6UbHSH LISTUTHMEMUD FPSHHe0 SHTDSHSHUILIL L
wesmeTUD  SPerogHeuiTsentas  wrBplenT. Guweuld oF o HHCWTHD, BHHEBS
HEWIL MEWIHGHMMBLIL, FUpHHHe0 o WiMhdH DbHevHEH Curemer  HplerdHeuenTas
rplermed S SGH0Ioadbamp G  uglyb  BLeghmBenwl  Comosmeni(h
EYbSHIILIETTLIT(H) Blevallullmibs WITLDLILITEH0T & &H60 Serd el LIGWTLITL 6mL
BemeUBTLLGEIT.  BeuTHendl OCETeTenslilg — SbhHISEHendH  LeNLTLHF  Flesreriomet
SLOWLMIGET LU  SPfSsIUl L. Selellmsaieo  Fpfledder  CHeumeowmibelt
SLLUULLGIL & peowHHedmbeH  Ouplul L  sBHmensosTamh  CamlenL el
LevaBENB UTHISTULIBSTS DIeDLOGHEMIT.

SO owms ofH55 CurTdHaHsCawT Hwgd DTHAwed FHiteuTs (WenBEHm6NT
SwpaluGSSHert.  wmpliumenid  GLABTLIgmer  Brar@  Lflysemmasl  UfléHs
SlUTHeT  HauBBISGL  CuTpIIuTe  HSTHHET  alteuTheuenguid  HUIdSHHIS
CamewiLef. 6uellamow, Ogerogml Feu ogmldl  uFdensolieied 663  GUWITH6M60TTED
SIen6Y SIENLPSHBLILIL L 6. LT evte0TT SILGH BT o L ©)emeu WITeYLD
CaxmalBuBmpiIbsemTaab  Ufsasiulh  Seuppisbsan  usGam DI ST S e
Publdsiul G Hifeurs  BLaugdHmdpser  (WaTOmBSSIUL B  aubgHer. LG HHUFILLD
Crrahdled Heval BLAIGSMBUID FHUTH &ML aubd CurTshaisGswit wmpliLmewnids
&6vall  (LpewBUTed LieL LOTBBEIGMmET gBRUBSHIT. @)FHer GuTHLBH L GCamuimummi
LUTL &Teneudenen  Hmiallent. @miE SHeoalujl el G)end,bTL&LD,gndhdH CUTSIB  HeneVH6T
HBervpHaunsF  OFeuTdGLer  eauenTdasl ul®  CuTiHHISCsw  LewILT(H
UFrILiC L gl.

CuTTHHHCHWITHI  HT6UTSH,108,H600] BLAIGHMBH6NT cpeold HLOWD  GomHuied
GunTeasCasw  QmPF OamBsenTer euMmiG, Goeng, GuTHH6D, IIOTH, aIBTHNS
Gurelis v CEFTB&E6T HevHH (HLLIMBHS HTewteoTd. Gued Gaullg, Bzemev Siewihs
WIMDLILIT 6001 S 6T (GTHLD GLIEwTEH ETHLD Gumy & a1SHBaHWiT SIPWasLILBSHSH U
BT FL ML, 66U, Qg ming, G 6UGN & 61T eTEITLIGUMBEmM SlemilulL]
LS &E0ETeTeUMSHD BTewievnd. CuTISHIECsWT &lasFlaenLea gBUBSHDHE Gl
St o _malel 60D LS  FpSHIHUTTT LBRISWT Fpsld DIBI(PSLOTaIN HH
STewieuTd.  @eauseel  HBGUTHID  wmpliumewtd o LuL  Gevmensuler  LevGeaum)
UGFHBelaud aumphdH auHougH GSHEUILSHHEHH. GbhHauensulled GCumiHHSHCHWLTSH
SIrFlwed QUTHENTHTT &FoW  Felpd  BLOIGHMBH6T peold  Boensud8sw  Hevall,
HWEV,  HEUTFFMID  eTaliLienal,  WTPLILTEISHHBE DB IPHOTAUINHE  SHTEIGUTLD.

@eeurm  wmpliumeorl  uewUm 1960 BunithasBswirmed  GenevdBHul  LiewTLITH
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SIBWPSILHGHSLIIL L DLOUITEISH] WITLDLILITEE0T MBS 61T FHTHBHMS
IBUOSHUINHHSTOID DIFH  (PHBBIIPSTS  WTPLILTERISHMS  LOTHBBAI606Mm60  6T6IT60MLD.
OTBTS  WTPLIUTeIHHMBE Halear WeHdHer uJbusSHemer T 5HF CFamenoGu
2 aIenWITGLD.

EIUTBTS B)eVmmSHG &H.L1.15058)60 aUHmSHHS CUTHHISGHWIT (Lp&HevleL
CaxmienL Sengsd malUBBwLer, WTpluTenT SIFFLD SLIUBB,  E)eomienssu e
Quepeneuter  HeIBWIMIL  UGH 6L HOFH YUHEBHMHS  GBUBHHUNHHSHETT.
GTHend  uHbE e  wrpliumenil FGshad o Ul igmbsCungl  HeldsHerenio
QUTUIHS  WMDLILITeRIL  LIewUTLIge0 LIebGauml LGIemndeT o L' Lsd OFHTLmidler. ©)emel
wimpliumesorl  UewiUmL1gesr  SIFFuIed, QUTHENTHIY, FLOULFPSD,Henevderiled HTHHHMSB
IBUGSHUNBHSHE. sleflenid WITPLILTEOTL LIGWILTL g6 SHellHHIeUoTen Flev LIGHIeNLOD6IT
O\MemihFH OBTEUILTID  WTDLILITERIL  UeRILTh  HSHHeNenD  aUTUIHHH  6T6TLINS
Gunitg g1 Ca il et Ledteurb g 660GVTHHIT, S MBI GeoulT BHTE0HENHU|LD SHTETLY
®mempeusny Blensooumpslpliugl  alwiniBgiu el wirg@lb.
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LUeLellenE  FepBHSHHAUTHET  UTDHSHI  U(HSIOB  WTPLIUTETS (&L BT 1960
®erveumiiwl  SHEHHOBH  DFFPSSHH0  Helwner  FABLLYD  DleuTHEHS6CI®6
SILGHuUled BHewILGEHT(H sugeuTBmIL UTFUFW(pD o ewiOL6aTLG  BILILISBE606M60.
wmpliumetd  @GLMBTLIGe0  @erveumiil  odHHeNdHl  LJDUSTS  GHLgCUBBmISei
CHTLIUMSL LeOSHILILL L S(HHHISH6T STt L Curglenid WIMLPLILIGO0T &5 BT &iJ B6iT
&Tevdh  FlILer  @Piures S 13891b BIBBTewged(hheHISTeT  WTDLILITEmTSH S0
Peufsend  GQOWDBBRIGET  [HeOVTEMI DWW  UGHHeMed  gBULLgHHHEMLD
CaTLuTer  FTAIBIBeT  SiFldenaled  HewLSHleTenerr.  @BUIeID  gBBHenCeu
wimpliurentd  GLABTL HHGSWD  (Per0ellld L& Ehd@&LOenL Uleome 6 &He&H0SHTL L6
.U 8oub EIBBIeNIYBEG (WellmbCs STewiliul(h aubSHMWLUD GBI SSHHBHI.
B\HMOF FIOBT0HSH WTPLILTETIHSTFTHET OHTLTUTS 61(PHSH E)e0dHdWImIS6NT LOBBILD
Guniy& 156 S1,EU6EMTHISH61 60 31 o (TG Al 5] GBS &6 CLPEVLDTH S
Cafbaicsmerer (pudlamg. BunisHHsCawTaend &TeVHHMIDFS  CHTLIHBINIHS
QEVVIMHSHTHET  HTOHHEVIDFS  WTPLILTewIS — GLABILIGE  ShSEHSSGHFW  Feps
QUTHEMTHTT UeWILTL(H vl Wmenmigenenl e  eubsHeuTsenTsCal  (Werdelib
WEHET  E\HbHSH  aubdleTenery. BuiTsHHSCHWTHEHMLU  HTeOSHHD  OHFHWimen
DILIHGHPMBHEHEHEG o 6TeNTHSLILULL  GeuTHel @HImid  eumpBGealeuiiqUIFene0d s
SHeeILIL 1gHphSHerT.  Lemeubd  @eLeThHEHTHeNH L FHITOSHHMID  gJBHSEHTeT
B CHHMVBTH  BeVeOTOWTHEHDHE —THITOHTHS  STILILLLCUTHID  SleuTHengl
ol fdbared e GudHuled ojefldbaiul L WwHFaSHHTHSH e  Lleraremiuled (Lperdedb
EH6T  HRISM6N Le0 el whisellenld @reneydsddF FHTaflHHoH0HTeTen  (IQbHHHI.
SRFCowTHend o fuled  eneyb  RFFUBBISH HEBET  QH  UTHHBLI
Ufleleeenms SemSTL 19H0ETemL L6l Hevall o il usGaumpl  Hempoeieid
WIMPLILTETSH&H 60 B)euTH6T FHUTH  HTL 198 0\HTeRIL TG 6T6VMLD.

WITLDLILIT 6001 535 60 Bur s a1sCawiysein LOBMILD 6LEVMHH(T & EThHEML LI
oI FSHHTeLmIE6MNeL  UTDHSH — E)er0eVTLOWTHTHIHIN6,  DleUTHeNH  CFLBUTHS6I
Guneipeney  QHTLIUTS  @fl(heuenydh Haly S Heueny STeopd wWThD  affleurs
SITUIHSHTESH  OFfwelsoensv.  SbdHeaumsuied  CuTTsHaHIECHWTHNNSH  HTEVLD
DISHMANSHOBTLJHSI gmLULL QEVEVMHSTHENSI &IT6ULD, ORI EIC)
HTEVLILIEG & BH(ETh B emL_UT60 WImMpOIUTET 3] ©)6rOUTLOULITH6ITHI BL_6UL DB H6IT,
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SleupPGeoBul L. gBULL  LOTBBEIGET  OFHTLIUTHAD  DleUTHeT  WTDLIUTETSHSHISH
SHLODLDE & (6THL_ 63T mUHH(HHDH © _Mm6yblenev O&HTLFUTSH6YLD QUILIL(H
SpaelILbhSBHauSHmer Gl  SuleysHL ]  Haigl  Lgsmer  CHTHEIoTsS
OB TemI(H6ITeTS.

@eiautuleyd &L Hemguled (PHeLSHT LOBBID E\TEWILTHIHTF FTRIBIH6T GUTEUTBHI
Sl  wmpuleal  SugliumLuled  UWSTUGSSUIUL Beiener.  HeoLOleUL (HEHSH6IT,
BTeOILMRIG6T, SUIgL  fuThser Cureperald  GLQOWBBEISET G OLBBHTHD
SHSUIUGSOB 13810 HITBBTaIHEHEGL  Laerdmer WTPLIUTeTSHIFTH6T  HTe0HBHW
PSS WmIGBET LIFHTen (HOHTF FTIBISHeNTES 2 6ileneummisLlILL (Hememer. LIBuLl L
SHTOVRIBEN60  (PHEOSHT — FTAIBISEN6T  DQLILenL WTHdh  OFBmenwih)  eT(pSHLILIL L
6605 F|LIBIGHET, BL_(H\eMJ H6IT GTGUTLIGTGYLD SuIadesr Gxhemeu
SHBHILWSTLBHSHSLILIL (H6IT6IT6T.

CunTsHHHCHWITHET  LOBEBILD  PELEVTHSHTHEHEML U HTEVHIH6TNE0  Berdeumiil
&S WMPLUTESHH 60  Ddlwed  oBE@ID  SHFHWTET DI SHEGH(PMBEHEHES
o Ll LeufsenTad STenrliulLen]. GuImenTHTIFauled ojeuyset (LpeirGerpieuHBHTent
DIDANGHBHH BHOYDBEHLD DMLSBLIUL LT SHUIDID DiUTH6T SHhiG6Ng UFDLIGD]T
AT SHBHBHIH Meudh mBAILITLDGD E)\BTBIGUET SHHIGB6N S QUTLDUTHTI HHIHS)
SIQULIHLUWITS DSV  MEUSBIGTONENT.  DeuUTHeng  SHeollul' L ogfaluwimen

SlenLWmenmisenenuld 2Crmiiwiysenmed SINSHHIPIGUIRTE0M6V.

Key words: @ewevmdius Fapsio, eumpeuismgid, 105DI-5E 10DBE6N, PBIBIBIUTLHHED,
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Regional Disparities of Human Capital Formation in Sri Lanka

D. P. S. Chandrakumara

Department of Economics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
chandrakumara62@gmail.com

Education, being one main way of human capital formation, plays a crucial role
in socio-economic development. Similar to other resources, formation of human capital
in all regions of a country is essential for a balanced regional development. This paper
deals with how the human capital formation through formal education occurs in Sri
Lanka aiming to identify the regional differences. The methodology, being quantitative,
includes an analysis of descriptive statistics and a ranking of provinces using a
composite index on human capital formation constructed for the same purpose. In
constructing the index, weights were obtained through the ‘principle component
analysis’ using the ‘Statistical Package for Social Scientists’. The analysis and the
construction of index was based on six main standard indicators namely ‘Literacy rate’,
‘Participation in formal education’, ‘Attainment of education’, ‘Passing rates at main
examinations’, ‘Percentage of students qualify for university admission’ and ‘the
Admission proportions by major stream of study’. The study completely depended on
the secondary data on the formal education, which were obtained from institutional and
non-institutional sources, relevant to the nine provinces in Sri Lanka. The results
suggest that there exists a significant disparity in human capital formation among the
nine provinces of the country. The Western Province takes the first rank while the
Eastern Province gets the last. North-Western and the Southern Provinces are also
outstanding while the positions of Uva and Central provinces are not satisfactory. In
addition, the study finds that there are gender-related disparities also in the formation of
human capital at the regional level. Finally, it can be recommended that the government
should take these regional disparities into account when the resource allocations are

made for education and related services.

Key words: Education, Human capital, Regional disparity
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The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) Sustainability and

Economic Development of Sri Lanka

Judy Cabraal Wijesinghe
Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia

jcabraalwijesinghe@swin.edu.au

The majority of firms worldwide are SMEs and they provide significant
contributions to achieving economic development. SMEs not only provide employment
opportunities, but also generate dynamism by realisation of entrepreneurial capabilities
and achievement of better standards of living. Therefore, a strong SME sector is
considered to be the ‘engine’ of economic development. The existing Sri Lankan
development strategies underpinning the ‘Mahinda Chinthanaya’ were introduced in
2005. This strategic document clearly stipulates the Sri Lankan government’s
commitment to undertake important steps to strengthen the country’s SME sector.
Despite this, the SMEs in Sri Lanka have yet to prove their sustainability.

The purpose of this paper is to explore by an empirical investigation, why the
SMEs in Sri Lanka fail to secure their endurance. Due to the exploratory nature of this
study, a mixed methods research approach was used. The primary data was collected
from a sample of 150 selected SMEs through a face-to-face survey and eight case
studies based on in-depth interviews.The snowball sampling technique was used for the
survey, as there was no reliable SME sector database in Sri Lanka. The case studies
were selected using a purposive sampling method based on the survey findings. The
respondents were the owners or senior managers.

Of 150 participants, only 32 were using formal strategic planning systems. The
majority of Sri Lankan SMEs were using reactive or proactive ad hoc strategic
behaviour modes in their management processes to find solutions for their critical
issues. Therefore, there is a threat to Sri Lankan economic development, unless the

sustainability of SMEs is secured by changing their current management practices.

Key words: Economic development, SMEs, Strategic behaviour, Management practice,
Mixed methods
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Eco-tourism has become an important economic activity and it provides
opportunities for visitors to experience powerful manifestations of nature, culture and to
learn about the importance of biodiversity conservation. Ecological-based tourism could
benefit the community and environment in a sustainable and community-friendly
manner. Knuckles mountain range, which is blended with natural and cultural resources,
is considered as an attractive ecotourism destination place in Sri Lanka. The objectives
of this study were to identify existing eco-tourism activities in the region and introduce
the eco-tourism for the sustainability of the Knuckles forest and the peripheral
community. Data was collected using a field survey, participatory rural appraisal and
informal meetings with stakeholders and publish materials. Field survey was conducted
within two village clusters namely Meemure and Reveston. Five villagers were selected
from one cluster and 10 households were selected from each village.

Research findings show that the lack of awareness and lack of availability of
proper information are the most common causes for the less tourist arrival to this area.
The majority of the visitors are local tourists who come in small groups. These visitors
expect improvement of infrastructure and strengthening of the institutional capacity to
enable the environment of local people to interpret the ecological and social heritage.
Based on the findings of the study the most important issues that should be taken into
consideration in promoting tourism in Knuckles are: strengthening the institutional
capacities of relevant stakeholders, developments of infrastructure in the area, publicize
Knuckles range in the media, encourage villagers to participate in eco-tourism activities.
This alternative benefit will help to the peripheral community to sustain their
livelihoods, forest resource management and help social, economic and environment

sustainability in the Knuckles area.

111



Key words: Eco-tourism and sustainable development, Community development,

Sustainable forest management
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External pressure led businesses to adopt corporate social responsibility (CSR)
practices. However, the common objective of CSR practices of many companies is to
enhance the corporate reputation by offering something back to society. However, the
current argument is different i.e. if the businesses create value for the society from their
operations, they do not need to give back to society. Therefore, businesses can create
value for the society while they are achieving business progress. Hence, the objective of
this paper is to find out how to achieve social and business progress at the same time. In
achieving this objective the researcher used the redefinition of value chain activities
suggested by Porter and Kramer (2011) which looked at CSR from a strategic
management perspective.

A qualitative embedded single-case design was adopted for the study. The case
study is referring to an “Out Grower” programme in one of the leading Sri Lankan
export oriented condiments manufacturers. Several units of analysis were used
including the top management involved in value chain operations, extension officers
and the farmers. Secondary data was gathered from company documentary evidence and
primary data was collected by using semi-structured interviews. Judgmental sampling
was used in selecting the respondents for the study. Data analysis includes documentary
analysis and synthesizes the findings in a cross-respondent synthesis.

The findings reveal that the company can use its value chain activities in order to
achieve both social and business progress simultaneously. Particularly, the company can
create value for the society while they are undertaking the business operations. Further
this way of social contribution tends to be much more appealing and beneficial for the
stakeholders compared to short term CSR initiatives. Moreover, this strategy driven
CSR practices enable to provide a solution for some of the burning issues faced by

farmers and also uplift their standard of living.
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The meaning or the philosophy behind the concept of poverty has been changing
over the past decades to cover the broader aspects of poverty: empowerment, health,
education, social exclusion, social and human rights, and strategies. In this context,
poverty is seen as a function of asset holdings and the need for wealth creation is
stressed by many researchers.

Urban poverty is different from rural as well as general poverty due to its
inherent features and therefore economists increasingly advocate using the asset base to
analyze it multi dimensionally. It is reported that more than 66000 households are
scattered in over 1500 settlements in the Colombo city. Poverty status of the people
living in these settlements cannot be identified on the basis of the official poverty line or
any other income consumption related measures, as they have faced poverty with severe
deprivation. Therefore, researchers have pointed out that the poverty in Colombo cannot
be regarded as one of low level income. It is considered in a broader sense of social
marginalization in which social exclusion, lack of access to basic services and lack of
shelter are found to be crucial aspects of poverty.

This paper used the principle component method to carry out a latent structure
analysis in order to construct a wellbeing index to assess the urban poor in Sri Lanka,
collecting data from a sample of 2250 household representatives of Colombo slum
dwellers. Logistic regression was estimated for the determinants of poverty. It was
found that there was an insufficiency of public as well as private assets for the
wellbeing of the ultra poor, while there was no significant relationship between most of
the demographic factors with poverty status. Further, it was found that education;
ownership of productive assets; permanent employment and access to formal credit
were most significant determinants of urban poverty in Sri Lanka Wellbeing status of
the urban poor was directly related with the level of education showing the possibility of

improving livelihoods by creating opportunities for asset creation.
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The United Front Government, which came to power in 1970, concentrated on
selective administration, decentralization and the establishment of numerous local level
institutions for bringing decision-making authority down to lower levels and thereby to
promote rural development. Another feature of the new approach was the emphasis on
decentralized planning and greater opportunities provided for rural development.
District Development Councils (DDCs), Divisional Development Councils (Div. DCs)
Agricultural Productivity Committees (APCs), Cultivation Committees and People's
Committees, District Political Authority and Decentralized Budget were some of the
important initiatives for the promotion of rural development (Perera, 1999, Lietan, 1979
& Wijeweera, 1994).

Theoretically, the above institutional framework, thus established covering the
three sub national levels, i.e. the district, division and the village, provided ample
opportunities and a broad base for local participation in decision-making at all levels in
the rural development process. However, these efforts proved futile owing to certain
reasons; hence, rural development also faced a setback during this period.

Therefore, the study intends to examine issues and problems encountered by
these institutions in achieving rural development. Few key informants interviews were
conducted with academics and large amount of data were gathered through a desk study.
Published and unpublished government reports on above institutions were also used as
primary data. Exploratory analysis method has been employed to analyze data. The
study has specifically focused on decentralization efforts and their impact on rural
development during 1970s.

The study found that, enlistment of the Member of Parliament as the Chairman
of the Divisional Development Council led to dominance of party politics in the
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Councils and they were turned into party political instruments. Politically favoritism,
unequal and patronage-based allocation of district decentralized budget, politicization of
local development to secure power bases, high degree of control by District Political
Authority on development council’s works and erosion of autonomy have negatively
affected rural development. However, there were also some positive impacts on rural
development such as people participation in local development, formation of various
development related societies and councils targeting rural development, local planning
and plan implementation etc.

Thus, it is pertinent to conclude that, decentralization during the 1970-1977
periods had both positive and negative effects. Decentralization contributed to the
concept of decentralized rural development. Establishment of an institutional base for
the interaction between administrators and non-administrators in planning,
implementation, monitoring and evaluating local development and inception of a
District Budget system targeting district level development provided positive results. On
the other hand, decentralization created non-transparency, corruption, political

patronage etc at the local development programs.

Key words: Decentralization, Rural development, Decentralized budget, District

political authority, District and Divisional Councils
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University Library Building Planning In Sri Lanka:

A Comparative Study
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Library is cultural centre for a community. It is known as the heart of an
educational institution. (Mishra, 2004) mainly university library is a place which shares
universal knowledge and provides information for students and academic staff for their
education and research purposes. Planning a library building is the most important
responsibility of librarianship. Mainly the university library is expected to cater to the
varied needs and requirements of undergraduate, post- graduate, research scholars and
other academic and non- academic library members. The collection of university library
consists of books connected with their subject related information as well as research
and teaching needs. In addition university library occupies recreational of and literary
sources too.

The primary objective of the study is to find out state of the art of planning a
university library building in Sri Lanka. The second objective is to find out favorable
factors which contribute toward the university library buildings planning in Sri Lanka.
This was done as a survey research. Primary data was collected circulating two
structured questionnaires among the first year, final year student, librarians, senior
assistant librarians and assistant librarians.

When the data were analyzed it was found that the librarian and the architect
should need to work closely to understanding of the requirements of library system. As
well as librarians must have to knowledge about the library functions, space, working

capacity, combination of the duties, staff needs and user needs.

Key words: University library, University library building
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Balancing interests of the nature and human beings have become one of the most
complex problems in the world today. Particularly, making use of a viable chance for
development in any sense is not ignored, in the light of economic needs of a ‘developing
society.” Sri Lanka too is placed in this category as she looks for economic development
after a lengthy civil war. Despite the other regions of the country, rebuilding the
disturbed environment in the North- East region is of the utmost concern of the
authorities in the present. However, it is observed that basic environmental theories are
ignored in preparing developmental plans in both regions.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) mechanism which is introduced for
assessing individual projects is healthy; however, it has not been given the chance to
assess the impact of the approval of projects as a whole. Therefore cumulative aspects
of series of projects are ignored by the process as Strategic Environmental Assessment’
(SEA) is not mandatory in Sri Lanka.

This study attempts to find out the rationale of incorporating ‘Strategic
Environmental Assessment’ (SEA) to all developmental plans as a mandatory provision
in environmental management.

This is a comparative study with international law and two other selected
jurisdictions (the USA and UK). It is based on secondary data; therefore, text books on
environmental law, case law, journal articles, e-based documents and internet are used
depending on the relevance of each case.

The jurisdictions that are selected have incorporated SEA as a necessary policy
in their master plans in various contexts of development. It has helped them to revisit
their developmental activities in a way to assess the cumulative aspects of series of
projects in different fields that affects the safety of the environment.

Hence, it is recommended that the SEA should be a mandatory policy in
environmental law of Sri Lanka as it provides a more balanced approach towards the
assessment of cumulative effects in view of different dimensions of sustainability.
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Economic development is a complex process. As an economy moves from lower
to higher stages of development, there occurs a shift from simpler to more modern and
complicated techniques of production on one hand and ecological fallouts on the other.
International evidence is indicative of the fact that agriculture centered development of
a region generates the much needed food security but at the same time raises the
alarming ecological signals. The review of literature on the topic is indicative of the fact
that worldwide the ground water quantity and the quality is the first victim of the
agricultural revolution and next are the health and the existence of species.
Indiscriminate use of chemicals and pesticides in agriculture has created serious health
and environmental problems in many developing countries.

Punjab, the northern state of Indian Union, followed the agriculture-centric
model of development. Growth of agriculture output in Punjab has lead to higher per-
capita income and better standards of living. Ecological fallouts have started cropping
up. The paper is an attempt to analyze the ecological fallout of the development model
followed by the state. Based on secondary data, it covers the period of last 40 years of
economic development. The spatial and temporal dynamics of this ecological crisis of
economic development has been analyzed in the time domain of its past, present and
future.

Broad conclusions are as follows. Falling water table and groundwater overdraft
has become a serious problem in the Malwa region of the state. Punjab is the topper
state in consumption of chemical fertilizers and pesticides per hectare. Presently the
Punjab, with only 1.57 percent of the geographical area is consuming 15 percent of the
pesticides and more than 8 percent of chemical fertilizers of India. The health ailments
are alarmingly on the rise and are closely identified with indiscriminate chemical use in
agriculture. Temporal analysis of the system shows that the repercussions have started
to show up in the form of depleted ground water, wide spread salinity, deteriorating

water quality and specific kind of disease pattern in human beings. The higher income

119


mailto:inderjeetsidhu@rediffmail.com

levels coupled with lack of knowledge are acting as catalysts in this deterioration
process.

On the policy plane, if the region has to continue as food grain capital of India,
modern agricultural practices will have to take into account the reality of the water
situation and create a feasible long run plan for a sustainable future. There is a need to
develop a strategy to: (a) maintain an optimum ground water balance; (b) regulate the
chemical use; and (c) address the health issues. The conclusions and action oriented
policy implications of this work will be useful for the economic planners and policy

makers.

Key words: Development, Ecological Fallout, Agriculture
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20 oud pIppTEgET  QUPls  SHTUBSSIIGHS GO  sBBeVT
2 euaenmaiwl FHuled OFsveuTd@Gl CUBBIS OFTERIH MBHBHGBH. E)HETEL  GplD60
FpmleoTalsl GUIUILSHHHS  HEDOMUWIUD,  (PEHBUSHHIUSHMBUID  ()6dTHISH 60T
MBI WBTHDB6T  erOFHTUEID 2002 SID SLEWIGemeT GP60 FiBpleoTalBsTer  FaulHa
SILTEH  LFsLaitiuBssuleieanamn GUIUILSSHHS alLwm@Ghd 8éHw  SOWwfles
BT DL & H6NMDTHDH OBTMIGUIRIGHID @HID60 SHBBIOTHBIOHID “@GHLO60 SHMBBIGOT 61601
cTenTenbB(Hallenel  “HMMTLMEVL LUTHISTHSH, o 6MBTLH  [Heverdamen (LPerGemBpID
HUBme G)LMISEhdHSTeT GUTBILILeTUIHS LW’ HIFHTeughl BTHS6T6 HeoT&FSmyLD,
HUBend aUFeLTH LOBEXILD DBl GOm0 alleNhiSS OBTRIH @60  (LpenmUled
Q(HEDLOLILITL DL LOTBMIHI,  SHeuetonel (Wempuled G  cpsveusTmISemen  HlgHulluied
FHUNeDL o 6ieJ HHEHHEG BIYSHDH([HEHGD MBUIED UTHISTLILSBHSTE  CUITHETTSHTT
QUTWINLSHBHMmET aUHIGHMGSH GO0 SHMBIOT 6leT UMD CFUIF GBI

SLHS OBUB  UBLEGSEHSG Cweors  HLOUBBIAbHSH  E)eomienssules
2 GMBTLQUWSHSD, SFBBIOTHHIMBUTEL (PoHHWSHIeUD QUBNBIHHS WD Tl L &6
GHloe0 SMmleTaSETeT DILIal(hHFH uTUINILSESM6N E)h SHITISHIBEHSHE Llaigeiern
MU (HSH B B

BeluTuiauTeigdl  WSHSHHHeNhhHEH B FwenLbsd WTD WTel L SHFHeT  Ghlped
FBMIOTHSHIMBUINT  (LHGTERBBIISBHTE  GULNICUMBHEN6N  ©)eTHIBTeRILIHEm6  LTTHT6or
BevdbETad OaTaviheiendl. Eealodataid EUILITCHFHH0 STEIILBHL  GHlH60
BBV HSIENBEBITCO I 111555 GUTUILIL|Eb S 60 61T SIENLWIT6ITLD SITGHT6L,
OULITCHFHIHD GHlped SBDBITE|HESGHSH HEWL WITHEGTET  SHTT6NIHM6TS S NlgH60,
O)SHHMBU  HOLBMENDH  HENETUSBHTR  SHT6YBMET  (LPSITEMGULILISHET  cLpevLD
OUITCHFHFHL  GWe0  aBmITHSHImBUImM  (WHTCIBBIISBHTRT 2 SHaHHemen
(PSFTEMUSHHEO DB HlewewT CHTHIRISMEITL TS SlenLWILILIL (H6ITETGI.

E)IUTUIAITRISH]  (PSHEVTD, GJEWILTD  Blewevd HIQ|  CLPEUTHTIHIGH6N 6ne6uLl
LWSTLBHSS  SiemeyaT  LoB@ID  UeHLFT] Siule]  (enBHenenll  SiglilenL WTdHdh
Oaremih)  CuoBOsTeTeniLl (HeTengl.  (PpHaielenevd; HIoydeT  GCBIG  DIUSHTEILD,
alems0aTsHg, ChIsmeniey, Spdlweumpsler cpsold  GUBLLL HeTener. ©&e0 100
alamsaTsHHsHem  guuial  Lp8ssungindser, o elen], Geuefluyy  BEID
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At the outset of peace, Sri Lanka is looking forward to achieve sustainable
development. As a post war country, Sri Lanka faces numerous challenges in terms of
development which requires serious reappraisal of the country’s legal framework. The
major challenge is the imperative of harmonizing economic and social development
environmental management. As a state party to a number of international instruments
relating to environmental protection, Sri Lanka cannot undermine environmental
sustainability, which requires a more integrated and corporative approach. Brundtland
Report defines Sustainable Development as “Development that meets the needs of
present generation without compromising on the ability of future generation to meet
their own needs.” As such environmental protection should constitute as an integral part
of the development projects conducted by the government. In this context, this library
based research attempts to analyze, whether the existing legal framework relating to
environmental protection guarantees adequate safeguards to achieve this purpose.
Further, this paper provides necessary recommendations to integrate basic
environmental concepts such as polluter pays, public trust doctrine, and sustainable
development in development projects to meet challenges of environmental issues
together with intra-generational equity and inter-generation equity. Further, it
emphasizes the fact that areas such as loss of bio-diversity, land degradation, water
pollution, air pollution need immediate attention. Concurrently, laws and regulations
related with infrastructure development and country planning need to be in line with
eco- friendly methods of management which ensure intergenerational equity and
preserving environment for future generation. This paper also suggests thatthe right to a

healthy life should be the central underpinning concept of development projects.

Key words: Environmental protection, Sustainable development, Environmental

management, Legal framework
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India’s economic growth with a dynamic micro and macro environment both in
its domestic and international dimension has been a challenge for policy makers. India’s
economic development is directly correlated and has been accelerated as a result of
expansion of exports, emergence of new industries, innovations in some high- tech
fields, increased investment in information technology and increased share of services
sector etc. India has poised to be a global super power in the twenty first century by
being less affected from the global financial crisis. India has strived and tried to prove its
presence worldwide but still due to some important developmental challenges and some
inbuilt problems have hampered the growth trajectory of Indian economy in the past.
The challenges are : continuous unbalanced composition of public expenditures, over
regulation of markets, unbalanced growth in select sectors, rising prices, natural resource
degradation, distorted incentives, poor infrastructure, deterioration of irrigation source,
weak cost effectiveness of research and extension, and crowding out productivity-
enhancing investments etc. have hampered the growth trajectory of Indian economy in
the past. Some strong points which have saved and sustained the Indian economy till
now are: daunting infrastructure, fiscal consolidation, financial system reform, and labor
regulation etc. Although, these reforms have been able to save the Indian economy from
drooping yet they have not helped in accelerated the development. Combining reforms
with inclusive growth is required to carry ambitious sustained growth forward.

The Paper is based on the secondary data from various published national and
international sources. Coverage of the paper will be for the period of 1990 to 2011.This
paper attempts to explore challenges, to understand the roots of the challenges in the
past, to give insight into future problems and lastly to give the solutions to the

development problems in hand in the context of global economic recession.

Key words: Development, Challenges, India, Economy
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Sri Lanka has been identified as a country of significant importance to the
development of international trade. In the past, Sri Lanka was a shining jewel that
attracted traders who used the silk route. This study focuses on identifying the
possibilities of maintaining the hub-port status in handling transshipment containers and
Multi Country Consolidation (MCC) with the current terminal capacity and efficiency
of the Colombo port. Some of the main objectives of the research are to investigate: the
fluctuations of transshipment cargo volume routed via Colombo, the requirements of
equipment to cater to the volume of transhipment cargo, the current volume of
containers handled as MCC at the Colombo port, etc. This research is based on two
hypotheses: transshipment container volume routed through the port of Colombo will
increase with further improvement of terminal efficiency and facilities available in Port
of Colombo are not adequate to handle the current MCC volume. This research has
utilized both primary and secondary data. Primary data were gathered through
interviews which were conducted with the managerial staff of selected shipping lines in
the Colombo area and Port of Colombo. Most of the primary data gathered were
qualitative data. Secondary data were gathered through official websites, annual
publications and internal sources. Research findings highlight that it requires a highly
motivated, skilled and cooperative workforce to handle the high level of volume. Two
critical problems at the port is the coordination between loading and unloading
operations of vessels and storage of containers in the yard. In order to minimize the total
land transportation time, duration of stops at the terminals should be reduced. This
requires the employment of skilled workers equipped with fast and sophisticated
technologies. By increasing the efficiency measures at the terminals, Colombo port can
increase the profitability which will direct to minimize additional infrastructure

installation costs.

Key words: Transshipment, Hub-Ports, Multi country consolidation, Port of Colombo
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Technology Problems in Small and Medium Scale Enterprises in Sri
Lanka: With Reference to Footwear and Leather Products

Manufacturing Sector in the Western Province
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Small and Medium Enterprises (SMESs) play an important role in the national
economy through generation of employments, contributing to the growth of GDP,
embarking on innovations and stimulating of other economic activities. This sector is
said to be the backbone of all developed and developing nations. The development of
this sector is very important to developing countries as poverty and unemployment are
the persisting problems in those economies.

In the recent, this industry has been seriously affected by dumping of Footwear
& Leather products from East Asian countries, especially from China. The Technology
capability to the Footwear and Leather product industry is negligible compared with
global area. This research has focused on the local Footwear & Leather product industry
with an emphasis on the technological aspects. It is intended to identify present status of
Technology & Technology Changes in SMEs in Sri Lanka. Final objective was to
recommend in-depth solutions for the above identified technological problems.

This research was carried out in several phases. The initial phase to assess the
level of technology used in the Footwear & Leather product industry in other countries a
literature survey was carried out. Information was taken from theses, journal papers, and
articles and from websites related to technology providers. Expert knowledge in this
sector was elicited through interviews. For this purpose a questionnaire was formulated
to collect data and has selected 30 registered industries under this sector. The collected
data was analyzed using a Statistical Package as MINITAB 14 to test the hypothesized
relationships of independent and dependent factors of technology for this industry.

Finally this research makes recommendations to the policy makers, government
to design the policies and frame works to protect and development of the technology

and business field of this sector under SMEs including an appropriate technology

policy.
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Agriculture is the main source of livelihood of the rural population, which
accounts for 70% of the total population in Sri Lanka besides issues related to the
agricultural value chain, more specifically supply chain deficiencies are serious
demanding urgent remedies. Meanwhile, the World Summit on the Information Society
(WSIS) includes e-agriculture as an area of application of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) to ensure the systematic dissemination of
information in order to provide ready access to comprehensive, up-to-date and detailed
knowledge and information, particularly in rural areas. Although the digital presence of
majority of Sri Lankan industry is commendable, agricultural industry is not an
adequate level. One promising solution for this situation could be development of an
online trading portal.

With the objective of rectifying the issues briefed above, by adopting design
science research methodology, proof-of-concept implementation of a trading portal for
agriculture industry has been completed in this study. The information artifacts
developed in the research being thoroughly evaluated in laboratory with interesting
results and real world empirical evaluation is in the pipe-line of future work.

Therefore, it is possible to claim that the portal developed is capable of reducing
the majority of supply chain deficiencies in agricultural trading while in compliance
with Global Electronic Business Collaboration Standards. In this work we have selected
recommendation from United Nation’s Center for Trade Facilitations and Electronic
Business (UN:CEFACT), i.e. UN:CEFACT’s Modeling Methodology (UMM) and
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) phases of a business process
namely planning, identification, negotiation, actualization and post-actualization.
Among the contributions from this work, not only the operational trading portal but also
the documented eCommerce solution developed approaches based on the global
standards are central. The systematic eCommerce solution development methodology
documented here could readily be re-used in many other trading scenarios from
different domains.
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Indoor Air Pollution (IAP) has been identified to cause serious health impacts.
Most of the literature on IAP mainly focuses on physical measurement of the severity of
IAP and its impact on human health and hence labour productivity. Efforts on
establishing the negative relationship in terms of determinants of IAP, instead of
measuring it, is limited.

This study attempts to test the established negative relationship between IAP,
human health, and labor productivity directly using determinants of IAP. We use
housing characteristics which are empirically found to significantly cause 1AP. The
study analyses two main research questions: whether housing characteristics affect and
reduce labor productivity and what is the cost attributable to substandard housing
characteristics.

This study uses instrumental variable approach for the model specification. We
use housing characteristics as instruments on worker health. Worker health is an
unobserved latent variable and hence we estimate a Treatment Effects Model using
worker health as a binary treatment. Worker health is found to be endogenous while the
explanatory variables of the two equations in the treatment model are independently
chosen. We also make use of principal component analysis to factor out uncorrelated
groups of house characteristics. We use the generated factors in our model estimation as
explanatory variables.

The analysis re-establishes the negative impact of IAP on human health and
labor productivity. We found that the labor productivity is significantly less for a tea
plucker living in IAP vulnerable housing characteristics. Our analysis further indicates
that investing in improved worker houses provides significant positive net benefits to

both estate management and the worker herself.
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In the modern-day context the world has become a global village where as the
commercial transaction proceedings are regulatory functioned and effectively
monitored. The International trade developed throughout many centuries and nourished
with relevant trade customs and practices of the different nationalities of the world. It is
a well-known fact that, European nationalities were the pioneersof the commercial sea
voyages. Issuing a Bills of Lading (B/L) for the contractual parties is the key custom
that has being established and it is the prima facie evidence of each and every contract
of affrightment, Electronic Bill of Lading is the latest version, which resolvesthe gaps of
using manualB/Ls in the international trade. The study emphasizes the pros and cons of
using E- B/Ls in the international contextwith special reference recent UK statutory
regime on E-bills. This qualitative study concludes with emphasizing the importance of
practicing E- B/Ls as a commercial trend and recommends some legal solutions for a

few technical/practical contexts.

Key words: Bills of Lading, Electronic bills, International trade, Contract of
affrightment
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Determinants of Demand for International Tourism Industry in Sri Lanka
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of Geography, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
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From 1968 to 1982 Sri Lankan tourism industry shows continuous growth of
arrivals and then it fluctuates till 2009 as a result of the deteriorated security situation of
the country, due to the war. Since the end of the war in May 2009, again it shows
dramatic improvement. By the end of the year 2011, Sri Lanka has recorded the highest
ever total of tourist arrivals, but total income from tourism industry does not tally with
the boom as there is an income drop from 2010 to 2011. As such it is of vital
importance to ascertain as to why the income dropped.

Demand of international tourist to Sri Lanka is the dependent variable and
independent variables are transportation cost, income of tourist, prices of the products
and services, attraction of the country, facilities and infrastructure and security of the
country. Both primary and secondary data are used in the study.

Descriptive statistics reveals that about three fourth of the tourists are new
clients who have come to Sri Lanka for the first time. More than 99% of all the
respondents are satisfied about the tour; however some of the Sri Lankan attractions are
not promoted properly. Hence right strategies have to be in place to make Sri Lanka a
popular tourist designation on the one hand, and to generate more income for the
industry on the other. However the results of the study have to be confirmed by the

significance testing which are ongoing.

Key words: Demand, Variable, Significance, Testing
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Healthy population is a valuable resource for socio-economic development of a
country. Therefore, almost every country in the world pays significant attention to
improving health standards of its people using different policies. Government
expenditure on health is a prominent factor that shows the government intention to
improve and maintain good health standards of the country.

Even though the main justification of government expenditure on health care is
the enhancement of population health via equity provision, there are some arguments
that government expenditures have not made such significance influence on improving
population health. Therefore, this paper examines the impact of government health
expenditures on population health in various countries using data for the year 2011. Life
expectancy at birth, infant mortality rate and child under 5 mortality rates are considered
as population health indicators and a regression analysis is carried out to capture the
impact.

The results show that the high income countries allocate more resource towards
public provision of health care, while less developed countries allocate fewer. However,
public health expenditures have caused to improve population health more effectively in
low income countries than in high income countries. Even though the rational for
government expenditures on health care is equity provision, the empirical data shows
that the rich people of the world get more benefits of government expenditure on health
care than the poor. However, it is worthwhile to increase government expenditures on
health care in developing countries as it increase the population health standards of

those countries more effectively.

Key words: Public expenditure, Health care, Population health
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The paper is based on interviews with key informants during a brief field visit in
August 2012. The researcher returned to the area in Tanzania where he wrote his PhD
thesis, starting 20 years ago. The thesis (presented 1996), with the title “Society and
Environment Eroded” painted a gloomy picture of decreasing soil fertility, soil erosion,
overgrazing, and increasing social stratification. Recent brief visits (in 2008, 2009 and
2011) pictured an area that had become remarkably greener, with more diversified
cropping, improvements in the infrastructure, more shops and business, etc.

The central theory is Henry Bernstein’s “simple reproduction squeeze” pointing
out declining terms of trade for agricultural products as the driving force of agricultural
change, requiring intensified production. The squeeze hence often results in overuse and
degradation of both natural and human resources. The situation in most of the 1990s
could definitely be explained by the “squeeze”.

The study has three central questions; is the perceived picture of social and
ecological improvements confirmed when properly investigated? What are the social
structures behind this seemingly positive development? Is Henry Bernstein’s simple
reproduction squeeze still a valid theory to explain the agrarian change in the two
villages?

The study confirms the picture of progress both in the agrarian economy and in
ecological sustainability. When it comes to the reasons behind this change, the results
indicates that no single factor could be pointed out but that rather a combination of
factors such as growth of the national economy, the work of extension and aid and

demographic changes coincide and thereby facilitate the change.

Key words: Tanzania, Agrarian change, Deagrarianisation

138


mailto:Clas.lindberg@sh.se

An Econometric Forecasting Model for Describing Tourist Arrivals

Process in Sri Lanka

Hemantha P. Diunugala

Department of Social Statistics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
hamantha@sjp.ac.lk, diunugala73@gmail.com

Tourism is one of the major potential growth sectors in Sri Lanka. It contributes
immensely to the economic growth of the country. This contribution has been quite
significant during the past four decades. Although the tourist arrivals increased rapidly
after introducing an open economic policy in 1977, the growth of tourism in Sri Lanka
has not been steady and smooth. The study is based on the tourist arrivals’ data from the
highest tourist arrivals countries to Sri Lanka such as India, United Kingdom (UK),
Germany, Maldives, France, Australia, Netherlands, United States of America (US),
Japan and Italy during the period from January 1977 to April 2012. The tourist arrivals
series of each country exhibits different cyclical periods and trend patterns, strong
seasonality, and irregular fluctuations. The aim of the study is to find the best fitted time
series model for describing tourist arrivals process to Sri Lanka from each country.

The Winter’s Multiplicative Exponential Smoothing Method (WMESM) and Box
and Jenkins Multiplicative Seasonal Auto Regressive Integrated Moving Average
(SARIMA) method were applied to describe tourist arrival processes. Standard model
selection criteria were used to select the best fitted models.

Most appropriate model for describing tourist arrivals processes of countries,
India, UK, Germany and Australia are the WMESM on levels data while Maldives,
Netherlands, USA, Japan and Italy are the WMESM on logarithmic transformed data.
The SARIMA model on logarithmic transformed data is the most appropriate model only
for describing tourist arrival processes of France and it was ARIMA (1,1,1) (0,1,1)*.
According to the scale developed by Lewis based on Mean Absolute Percentage Error
(MAPE) models for Germany, Maldives Australia and USA (MAPE is less than 10%)
are highly accurate whilst models for India, UK, France, Netherlands, Japan and Italy
(MAPE is 10-20%) remain in a good level of accuracy.

Key words: Tourist arrivals, Best fitted model, Model selection criteria, Levels of
accuracy
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The major challenges that need to be taken into consideration in terms of
agricultural development in the Northern Province of Sri Lanka are “reconstruction of
the appropriate agricultural marketing systems. The market mechanism basically
allocates resources in a market economy and provides signals for producers, distributors
and consumers. For restoration of the agricultural marketing systems, policy makers do
not have proper information about the agricultural marketing systems as well as
obstacles against the market forces, so that they cannot identify the essential
government complementary role in promoting agricultural markets. The overall
objective of the study is to undertake a market study aimed at generating information
that would enable the authorities to gain an understanding of the existing agricultural
marketing systems. Systems approach as a methodology of the paper was employed to
identify agricultural marketing knowledge and its dynamics.

Complete peaceful environment prevails in the province although marketing
problems are constantly checking the progress of agriculture. Challenges as well as new
opportunities are emerging side by side agricultural marketing. 1, 47,574 farm families
in northern districts are involved in farming related activities. It is estimated that crop
production may be of the order of 1, 50,000 tones as against 800,000 tones earlier.
Paddy, onion, green chili, potato, tobacco, Palmyra, poultry, dairy, fishery, banana,
grape, mango, beetroot, carat, cabbages and many more products were thriving in the
province in the past. Prior to the conflict the province had a cultivatable area of about
300,000 hectares of which over 110,000 ha were under paddy. The rest of land was
fruits, vegetables and other crops. Now money is being pumped to the sector by
government, NGOs and farmers themselves with some positive results. However, still
the province has to unearth its lost market trails while looking for innovative approaches
for new marketing networks for higher gains. Marketable surplus are smoothly growing

for many crops. Except for red onion, banana, grapes, other agricultural products are in
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deficit in relation to the consumption requirement of the province. The paddy 82%, dry
chili 66%, pulses only 14%, and vegetables 60% of the provincial requirement was
produced, while production of red onion was 195% of province consumption necessity.
Post war agricultural production is gradually picking up in the province and the
essential infrastructural facilities are being developed. Trading systems have changed;
old cooperative societies, public funded paddy marketing board, and certain government
interventions both at input supply and output distribution are no longer there. Value
chain and integrations in the province are either absent or poorly visible now. However,
power devolution will meet only political aspirations of some people interested with
politics in the region, but it will not bring tangible solution to economic struggles of

hundreds and thousands of underprivileged poor farm producers in the province.

Key words: agricultural marketing, Northern Province, Jaffna farmers, post conflict
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The global issue of conflict-induced displacement is considered a perpetual
catastrophe for the people who are forced to leave their material possessions due to
insecurity driven by armed conflict. According to the nature and sequence of the
conflict, they may have to find temporary refuge for several years pending return to
their places of origin. Perhaps, even in the post conflict situation, resettlement of the
displaced may be undermined. This is more or less the situation experienced by the
resettled conflict-induced Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka today.
Unlike the Tamil and Muslim IDPs, most of the Sinhala IDPs from the conflict affected
peripheral villages have already returned to their places of origin, after the defeat of the
LTTE in May 2009. But they are still struggling to counter the negative consequences
of the prolonged armed conflict. Hence, it is timely and relevant to understand the
manner of their transition from a conflict affected to a post-conflict setting and to
identify the issues and challenges faced by them during the transition stage. The success
of various actors in resettling IDPs depends to a large extent on how the IDPs adjust or
escape from a conflict to a post-conflict setting. A key problem in this equation is that
the resettlement actors focus primarily on homelessness and destitution. Hence this
paper argues that a durable solution for resettlement cannot be found solely through the
provision of material support. Such assistance programmes should comprehensively
address the challenges faced by IDPs in re-establishing their normal life. To understand
why this is so, this paper attempts to identify the transitional issues and coping
strategies, through the experiences of two resettled Sinhala communities struggling to
rebuild their socioeconomic and cultural life. For this purpose, a qualitative
investigation was carried out in two villages in the North Central and Eastern Provinces
of Sri Lanka. Research results brought out four types of transitional issues faced by

resettlers viz. ensuring security, sustaining livelihoods, socio-cultural adaptation and
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policy implementation. However the level of success of the transition process is a
relative one and depends on the attitudes and capabilities of resettled IDPs. The paper
also focuses on the multi faceted coping strategies adopted by them in transiting from a

conflict to a post-conflict situation.

Key words: Displacement, Resettlement, Transitional issues, Coping strategies
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A new dawn has arrived in Sri Lanka with the eradication of LTTE terrorism in
2009. The opportunity has come for the nation for the first time in post independent era
to seriously engage in a critical, truthful and humanitarian self-assessment on what went
wrong, why and how and to take all steps necessary to start building the nation so that
our future generation will never experience the misery and devastation of war again. The
main objective of the paper is to elaborate on four challenges that Sri Lanka faces in
achieving sustainable national integration. These challenges arise out of the past failures
of this nation.

We need to engage in four fundamental tasks. The first, an immediate necessity,
is to bring normal life to the hundreds and thousands of innocent Tamil civilians who
were forced into misery by the LTTE. They need to be supported in every possible way
to settle back in their own homes and to live their normal lives. This is the responsibility
of the state and the citizens of the country. As a part of this, the misguided LTTE carder
needs to be rehabilitated and integrated into the normal society.

The other three tasks are long term. The second is to discard the dangerous and
divisive ethnonationalist ideologies that formed the basis for the rise of violence and
terror and instead, to inculcate patriotism - the love for country among its citizens.
Here, our education system and the intellectuals have a significant role to play.

The third is to reform our political system to provide an effective and
constructive participation of all ethnic groups in the governing and governance of this
nation. Here, the political parties and their leaders need to rise above the pettiness and
expediency and put the nation above all other considerations.

The fourth is to engage in a rapid development program so that the younger
generation will have enough opportunities to work and thus to raise their standard of
living while contributing to the development of the nation as a whole. This is the

responsibility of both the state and private sector.
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All these require leadership, commitment and vision. If the nation directs its
energies to achieve these four goals, a permanent reconciliation and national integration

of the Sri Lankan nation is within reach.

Key words: Reconciliation, National integration, Ethnonationalism, Patriotism,

145



835%8ewns} gOBIQOT, O® &8 e ey B 018 gtdm o
305205 ©BBOBs B8EACH 3@ Sexvit®rn Bywws

9. O3, BRBw v e, O, &. a®s8’
©0®8c BEBo FOBELIRS, & Co BRCHED BHEOBEBIEH
vineeshiya@gmail.com

2oEEG DRewrs’ DD ©g8 BBO® & 00 »Os § afcSes exned.
Gbd > B Eowed amcidEd ®I eeEITHOT GO & @@dn AEE®
eBRedE’ 1SS BOHE® oo RGO on®@eans Je® “mwr By drenrs’
BedDHHedS aBmD NS Yedrwws HEOD DD el CIEBBITYPEBSS
OB 8D DO el D edBwildnm @il @geds BEDe 0D, dew®
@edlBuusied 4@ (B8 ©O®BSIBE e®J0 dmwed ©.de BPRATL edmLIH®
&8¢ DO o 0. & »(0ren BC & Cow1ed Ci1ds OCHBDe®s3 O ©&d IO
8Behed B ewid &mng Dwvd §dfen @OOBBA. 1950 camede ©E®@
103006 0 O IBDD ODNE Bg PEDHD H(EO® BB WID® YE DREBSS
8. D@y P0G pE BOD &8 BE® vy Ylbed enIed; PO &3y B30
&0 BOBHS.

B0 @00 1D DreBied e@mEd| RDD %D @S BB eDHS
BOIDOE 2O 888 B wemded 5wew® DEO @vIgdt § Yelnwsss Dibimn Be.
dews 2005 53 oty @ eBmiwed 0 Soe 88w 5Om 688 BBe® gdwnmNd
Ogede, DD B8 WeEE 83N® DuLHen RICRWLS ey, COBemE 98B
@®¢018) ©31® Yelrwm® TIBO (B3 B0 g ©y ©5d gD WERIB R DO BE
BECRDE BD@ 0@t OB 88D OB ELe¢®.

e®® alvuem»en®d gcfen Hod 308 DrLmens’ GdmBIYDE DD BB
BEe®s3 ©5d Gyen ©; 0@ ICH® 88D Delnma ym @dfey @m0 O
©@1B530 awEHB Je® @G53 resgs’ bl © BetdmeBn eD®ET® BOBEHIS
B8O 0. ®GEE CLfPwed B0 edBn eCm»® @m0RsEd awns’ 49 & BIE
BSHEEHIE) PO Bl DB ¢url e®isledidnr Diin Zedrnn dBneD e
@G ©F @m0 oE ©w®mid eEt emic O Bk(dn BOZRDL 3y YEOE
BD9® ewic) BB YOIeBOD 0 QeSO (B dESB8® Beda.

OBEDHEBE  gNO0eRE g asic®O grnd® gdosigos’ O ©®iseO
3DEDS De®E @1, oS e®3® ¢liln Daews’ AYNIL AELP®DEO ) B
g, Ve 108wy’ g B3 HEOD 6B BE BB eweds § DO IEH®
@B W GEHSS L JeWcoHm {DE FLBE»eRd gdes Bo®ms OBz
&0 enE D,

SOD &5¢ : L3208, GO IO, 2D &EeE HE@

146


mailto:vineeshiya@gmail.com
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Landslides are the most recurrent and prominent disasters in Sri Lanka. Sri
Lanka has been subjected to a number of extreme landslide disasters that resulted in a
significant loss of life, material damage, and distress. It is required to explore a solution
towards preparedness and mitigation to reduce recurrent losses associated with
landslides. This research study is aimed to recognize specific factors that might
influence the occuring of landslides in Sri Lanka.

A questionnaire was used for the collection of primary information. Numerous
factors were considered when defining the research sample, but mainly focused on the
lessons learned through a literature review. As the main focus of the research was on
landslides in Sri Lanka, several GIS (Geographic Information System) experts in the
university system were also invited to participate in the survey. Data was gathered from
one hundred and twenty six experts on the area of landslides from four universities of
Sri Lanka. The data was then analyzed using the SPSS (Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences) software.

Twelve factors were identified and it is important to note that the most
significant factor that influenced the occurring of landslides was rainfall, which has the
highest mean value in analysis. The other factors identified were Soil Material,
Geology, Land Use, Curvature, Number of Previous Occurrences, Soil Texture, Slope,
Aspect, Influence of Construction, Soil Drainage, and Soil Effective Thickness which

also highly influence in occurring landslides.

Key words: Landslides, Influencing factors, Rainfall
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Developing autonomous multi agent systems are to be considered an
advancement of multi agent systems can be applied in both the physical and the logical
world. Constructions of multi hazard risk assessment using spatial data for disaster
management have a problem of effective communication because of implicit
knowledge. Risk assessment is the determination of quantitative or qualitative value of
risk related to a concrete situation and a recognized hazard. Multi hazard risk
assessment requires commonsense knowledge related with the hazard. This complicates
the effective communication of data to the user in real-time machine processing in
support of disaster management. The aim of the approach is to identify the influences of
developing autonomous multi agent systems for risk assesmnet in disaster management.
The objectives should a) contribute to a better understanding of the transformation
processes in commonsense knowledge related with a hazard and b) provide effective
communication of data to the user in real-time machine processing in support of disaster
management.In this paper we present a metodology to modeling commonsense
knowledge in Multi hazard risk assessment using Autonomous multi agent system. This
gives three-phase knowledge modeling approach for modeling commonsense
knowledge in, which enables holistic approach for disaster management. At the initial
stage autonomous agents are initialized to convert commonsense knowledge based on
multi hazards into a questionnaire. Removing dependencies among the questions are
modeled using principal component analysis. Classification of the knowledge is
processed through fuzzy logic agent, which is constructed on the basis of principal
components. Further explanations for classified knowledge are derived by agent based
on expert system technology. We have implemented the system using FLEX expert
system shell, SPSS, XML and VB. This paper describes one such approach using
classification of human constituents in Ayurvedic medicine. Evaluation of the system
has shown 77% accuracy.
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Vavuniya is one of the rapidly developing cities in the northern part of Sri Lanka
and it is known as the gateway to the Northern Province because of its functions for
business and road network in northern province. Main features in Vavuniya are the main
three religions, people who live here and also displaced people living permanently in
this area.

The main objective of this research was to identify causes and effects of
population transformation in Vavuniya town during the war period. Mainly secondary
data used to fullfil this objective and at the same time to check the effect of population
change used observation method. Descriptive analysis methods were used to examine
the data.

The total Population in Vavuniya during the ceasefire period was less than the
war period. As a proportion of district total population, total population in Vavuniya
during the cease fire period was 69% and during war it was 78%. Hence the population
growth rates also vary in those two periods by -1.2 and 2.3 during ceasefire and war
respectively. This was due to immigration of people from districts of Kilinochchi,
Mulativu and Manner during the war period and emigration of those people during
ceasefires. With the end of the war most migrants settled in Vavuniya. This caused
several problems. Mainly it added to the increased number of displaced population in
Vavuniya. It indirectly assists for a land conflict among people in Vavuniya. Most
displaced people don’t have a proper land due to misplaced deeds during the war period
so they live in the tank area in Vavuniya. It increases lots of social and environmental

issues in Vavuniya.

Key words: War period, Vavuniya, Ceasefire, Land conflict, Migration
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The frequent occurrences of natural hazards has been a major challenge to Sri
Lanka. Their effects are felt in the Jaffna district too. For the post war development
initiatives in the Jaffna district the assessment of flood hazard potential is vital. There
are two types of potentials to flood hazards in Jaffna district such as seasonal and
spatial.

The main objective of this paper is to find the most vulnerable areas and seasons
to flood hazard from the experience in the Jaffna district. Data was collected from
various primary and secondary sources for this study. Monthly rainfall data was
collected from the Department of Meteorology, Colombo for the period from 1960-2011
to study the district flood scenario. The data related to recent flood impacts was
collected from the District Disaster Management Unit, Kachcheri, Jaffna and other
primary data was collected from 120 informants in the flood affected coastal zone by
using stratified random sampling methods.

There are significant spatial and seasonal vitiations observed in the pattern of
rainfall in Jaffna. The variability of flood hazard impact is determined by patterns of
rainfall and elevation of a place. The analysis revealed that the 26% of the low lying
areas in the district has been experiencing severe flooding during the year 2010 and
2011. Though the average district rain fall is 1230mm (1950-2011), about 90% of
rainfall generally receives during the period of second Inter Monsoon Season (SIM) and
North East Monsoon (NEM) Seasons, particularly the peak rainfall was noticed during
the 48" standard week. Daily rainfall data analysis also revealed that the three
consecutive days of rainfall was exceeded as 450 mm. Generally the areas around the
Jaffna and Thondaimanaru lagoons, catchment areas of Valukkaiyaru, Mirusuvil and
low-lying area’s elevation is less than one meter from the mean sea level where the
regions are more vulnerable to flood. These flood prone areas could be carefully

managed when the development initiatives are taking place.
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While the tsunami is a most destroyable hazard among all natural disasters living
environmental strategies of people completely are changed by tsunamis than other
natural disasters. The unfortunate experience in Sri Lanka in 2004 relates to the above
situation. In this case, Coastal areas of Sri Lanka situated in the southern and eastern
provinces were destroyed due to the Tsunami. This paper has identified the effects of
Tsunami on socio-economic conditions of people who are living in the coastal areas of
Sri Lanka. Likewise, it identifies the challenges which are been faced by them in their
socio-economic environment. As the result of fall the key economic factors of family,
their physiological and mental situations are felt. Therefore, we can develop a
relationship between people’s mental status and the effect of natural disasters. It affects
any kind of natural disasters, Family Economic Insurance (FEI) and overall family well-
being.

The study used simple statistics techniques based on the SPSS and was already
based on primary data collected from a questionnaire survey held in a Kaluthara re-
settlement Tsunami village. Especially, compares resources endowment of these people
during before and after the Tsunami which has identified some speciall remarks.
Because, many people try to train their life cycle. In this case, activation the implication
programme after the Tsunami must be attended to build physically and mentally their
socio-economic welfare. For that, we can suggest two ways. As such, (i) Human Capital
empowerment strategies and (ii) Physical Capital settlement projects. While the Human
Capital empowerment strategies must be planned to develop Physical Capital
components like house, commercial commodities and other supporting goods and items.
However, Microenterprises and Microfinance are identified major important

opportunities to empower people who faced the Tsunami.

Key words: - Tsunami, Socio-Economic environment, Human capital, Microfinance,

Family economic insurance
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Many large and small scale disasters such as landslides, floods, droughts,
cyclones, epidemics, etc., have caused thousands of human deaths, displaced millions of
people and caused devastating impacts to the socio-economy and environment of Sri
Lanka in the past and will probably do so in the future. Historically, disasters have been
supposed as isolated events and responded with ‘emergency relief” as the standard
remedy after a disaster. Although, there were some disaster management initiatives
earlier, they were mostly reactive emphasizing relief and recovery rather than proactive
with damage prevention or minimization strategies. Community participation in disaster
risk management efforts were not regarded as essential before, until 2004 tsunami
disaster. Therefore, this research study endeavors to analyze the community
participation in disaster risk management efforts in Ampara coastal region before and
after the 2004 December tsunami. The data and information for the research study was
collected through primary and secondary data collection methods and primary data
collection includes open-ended questionnaires and interviews. Qualitative data
collection method was mainly employed to achieve the objectives of the present study.

Many disaster risk management efforts and strategies came into Ampara coastal
areas immediately after the devastating impacts of 2004 December tsunami as this
region became the hardest hit region of the country. Most of these programmes were
initiated mainly with the participation of the local and vulnerable communities and
community groups like school children, elders, women, fishermen, security forces,
religious leaders, journalists, etc., with the involvement of other stakeholders like
governmental organizations, grass-root organizations and INGOs. Disaster risk
management through sports, religion, school drama, exhibition, disaster mapping, mock
grills and evacuation programmes were some of the main programmes that were
intimated by both governmental organizations and INGOs in the area.

The study shows that community participation in disaster risk management and
resilience programmes was very high immediately after the 2004 tsunami disaster.
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However, there has been a decreasing trend in the community participation afterwards
due to several reasons. Further, study reveals that local people had been used and
practiced their own traditional knowledge and methods in disaster risk management in
the past. However, they have received a proper knowledge and training especially after

2004 tsunami disaster.

Key words: Disaster, Risk, Participation, Vulnerable and resilience
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Media & Communication technology has an important role to play in disaster
communication by educating people about natural disasters. As the whole world is
entertaining the results of new communication technology, the attention of the disaster
management experts has driven towards, using this new technology in disaster
communication. Accurate and timely information about natural disasters were needed
not only for the people at risk ,but also for the government officials, community leaders,
donor agencies and media, to take necessary steps to reduce risk as well as to speed
recovery. Effective risk reduction involves mitigation measures in hazards prone areas.
It may also involve overcoming the socioeconomic, institutional and political barriers to
the adoption of effective risk reduction strategies and measures in developing countries.
Therefore, effective disaster communication is very essential for the sustainable disaster
risk reduction. As Sri Lanka is a country accustomed to disasters, this is an important
fact. In 2004, tsunami hit Sri Lanka without any prior warning. But in April, 2012 the
Disaster Management Center, official institution involved in Early Warning
dissemination, was equipped with new technology. Therefore, this paper is aiming at
investigating the effectiveness of the present Early Warning dissemination mechanism
in Sri Lanka. The study, being basically quantitative, employed descriptive statistics for
analytical purpose using the primary data collected in one GN Division in Galle district.
The study revealed that the strongest method of Early Warning dissemination is the
Siren. The community was already aware on the way they should behave on such an
event. The trust worthiness about the Early Warning message seemed to have a link
with the authority of the party who disseminate the message. Furthermore, the electronic
media seems to have a good reputation among the public regarding there work in Early

Warning dissemination.
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The Critical and Evolving Role of Media in Disaster Management:
with Specific Reference to Tsunami-Affected Communities in Sri

Lanka

H. M. Navarathna Banda

Department of Geography, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
wasantha.kdu@gmail.com

The communications sector, including mass media, tends to play a key role in
influencing the behavior of people and organizations in all phases of disasters. During
natural disasters, the media primarily perform the role of providers of disaster-related
information and use various methods to gather, select, and disseminate this information.
In times of disasters, accuracy in predicting, warning, reporting, and monitoring of the
event is difficult to assess. Often, accuracy is assessed long after the event has occurred.
There has been little research on mass media reporting of disasters, and most of the
existing studies deal with media activities during one of two stages: the disaster warning
stage or the immediate post-impact stage. Furthermore, the majority of these research
studies have been conducted in the United States or other western countries. Review and
analysis of the existing knowledge of the role of mass media show that current and
potential use of media in educational and informational programs is aimed at mitigating
hazards, promoting disaster preparedness, and assisting in the tasks of rescue relief,
recovery, and rehabilitation. Based on the data collected from a tsunami-affected area in
southern Sri Lanka, this paper attempts to investigate the key patterns of mass media
activity in reporting/covering disaster predictions, warnings, impacts, and post-disaster
responses, and to analyze the extent to which mass media reporting of disaster-related

information contributes to these perceptions.

Key words: Disaster predictions, Early warnings, Post-disaster responses
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Recognition and Surmounting of New Facets of Impediments to

Buddhist Meditation

R. M. Rathnasiri

Department of English, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
rathnasiri92@hotmail.com

The objective of this research paper is to expose the new facets of impediments to
Buddhist Meditation in the present context and surmount them with fundamental
Theravada teachings.

Buddhist Meditation, according to many Suttas of Dighanikaya, Majjhimanikaya
and their Commentaries, is the mental development or the development of spiritual
qualities.

The Path of Purification (Visuddhimagga) introduces the Ten Impediments
(Palibodha) that hinder the progress of meditation. The impediments to Buddhist
meditation are of two aspects as external and internal. External impediments can be
categorized as social and individual oriented impediments, and they are also of material
and immaterial impediments. Internal impediments to meditation are basically of two
facets. One type of impediments originates basically from the Noxious Trio — greed,
hatred and delusion and the others are the Five Hindrances (pafncanivarana) that
momentarily impede meditation

Although these impediments appear unprecedentedly in multi—faceted forms in
profusion in the present society, the root causes are related to the basic teachings in
canonical literature of Theravada tradition. These multifarious impediments to Buddhist
meditation emerging in the existing society should be well discerned in real context and
three new approaches of ethical spiritual and conceptual aspects based on the
fundamental tenets to surmount these impediments should be applied. These approaches
are in conformity with the Threefold constituents of the Noble Eightfold Path.

Key words: Meditation, Impediments, Noxious trio, Threefold constituents, Basic tenets
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An Analysis of Women Ascetics as Projected in the Mahabharata

Supriya Banik Pal

Sarat Centenary College
supriyabanikpal@gmail.com

Literature is the mirror of society. India is enriched with two great epics —the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. The epic Mahabharata is mainly based on heroic wars
with less room for women in home or religion. Yet some lady ascetics are portrayed to
be not only enriched with perfect knowledge of Vedic education and religious thoughts
but also as established participants in debates and discussions with their male
counterparts.

It is the object of this paper to project these female seers with gender identity
and equality based on the debates and discussions with male seers, putting focus on the
socio-philosophical aspects. These lady-seers may be classified as ‘Munivrata’- the
solitude hermit, ‘Yoga-siddha - proficient in Yoga, ‘Brahmacharini’-life-long ascetics
and ‘Sannyasini’- renouncers.

Arundhati, Brahmajna-Gautami and Brahmani in the Kaushika-vyadha legend
are Brahmavadini. Siddha Siva and Shandilyaduhita- the daughter of sage-Kunigarga
areBrahmacharini. YogasiddhaSulabha has a meticulous discussion on yoga, samadhi,
moksa and philosophy of emancipation with the king Janaka, wining the debate. Truth
seekers, sages, deities and ancestors have come to listen and learn the secrets of religion
from Arundhati and Siddha-Siva. The discussions, debates and interactions made by
these enlightened women seers have demonstrated that there are no fundamental
differences in achieving the ultimate truth through renunciations due to gender.
Furthermore, women can also reach heaven by the yoga of pativratya (imagnanimous-
Shandili) without performing any rigorous emancipation.

In this paper, | have discussed the socio-religious issues for analyzing the
subject matter through the epic Mahabharata, attempting to clarify these issues with the
objective of evaluating, appreciating and exploring the identity of women seers who

have participated in a variety of asceticism in the age of Mahabharata.

Key words: Women ascetics, Mahabharata, Religion, Gender issues
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Overcoming the Challenges for the Re-establishment of the Bhikkhunt
Order in Sri Lanka through the Study of Historical Experiences

Panahaduwe Yasassi Thera

Department of Buddhist Culture, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
venyasassip@gmail.com

The Bhikkhuni Order which was established in Sri Lanka at the early period
of the advent of Mahamahinda Thera gradually developed amidst obstacles and
hardships. As a result of socio-religious factors, it declined in certain periods in Sri
Lanka. Although Public concern, awareness and discussion have been created on the
re-establishment of Order of Nuns in the present context, the lineage has been broken
and there exists no well organized and disciplined Bhikkhuni Order in the world.

A number of methods could be introduced for overcoming the challenges
faced by Bhikkhunis in the process of the re-establishment of their Order. In the
historical context; seeking admonitions from the Bhikkhus, royal patronage, and earnest
request by women in organized and exemplary manner, creating social awareness of the
importance of Bhikkhuni Order, dedication of Bhikkhunis and making a continuous
discussions and arguments could be found. Similarly, they can be adopted in the present
context. Furthermore, enthusiasm, determination and perseverance, scholastic insight,
discipline and virtue, generosity, modesty and flexibility are the noble qualities that
should be cultivated in the minds of Bhikkhunis seeking Higher Ordination. Proper
organization endowed with the above physical prowess and mental caliber is to be
implemented to make the re-establishment of the Order of Nuns a reality

Therefore, the objective of this paper is to identify the challenges for the re-
establishment of the Order of Bhikkhunis in Sri Lanka introducing some of the factors
which are conducive to overcoming of them. It is obvious that if these factors would be
taken highly into consideration by the versatile Nuns in Sri Lanka under the inspiration
of historical experiences revealed in canonical literature and other historical evidences,

the Bhikkhunt Order could be re- established in the face of the existing challenges.

Key words: Bhikkhunt order, Re- establishment, Challenges, Overcome, Historical

experiences
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Social Conventionalism and Mobility with Reference to Maha Supina
Jathaka

Kalundewe Chandawimala Thera

Department of History, University of Peradeniya
chandawimalakalundewe@yahoo.com

There are some specific rules and theories in order to establish ethical existence
in the society. These rules and theories are made out of exemplary lives of ancestors or
from the social conventionalism of a well disciplined intelligent community. Therefore,
conventionalism means some conceptual formations combined with common
concurrence and ethics. If anyone violates these conventions, there will be some
transformation in the society. If these transformations are continuously emerged, it
causes social changes which can be identified as social mobilizes. This discourse of
social conventionalism and social mobility was directly addressed in Buddhist literature
such as in Jathakapali. Mahasupina jathaka.

In this research, there are attempts to study social conventionalism, as mentioned
in Mahasupina jathaka and to analyze it in modern social context. Also, it examines the
consequences which may emerge, when a ruler violates conventionalism in the society.
The methodology of this research is based especially on the literary study (7ripitaka pali
and modern literature) collecting data and analyzing them according to the current
situation.

The context of Mahasupina Jathaka was based on the incidents faced by to King
Kosala in Lord Buddha's time. According to that story King Kosala saw sixteen dreams
and he asked Lord Buddha about them. The Lord Buddha analyzed these dreams based
on some aspects of social conventionalism. The Symbols, similes, metaphors and
characters consist in the sixteen dreams have been used to explain some common factors
which emerged in contemporary and future societies. According to this description one
can argue that the main figure who can affect social mobility is the ruler of a kingdom or
an empire. His activities directly cause to transform attitudes, behaviors and ideological
factors in that society. Therefore, Mahasupina jathaka focuses on social mobility which
can be directly affected by unrighteous rule of the king. Mahasupina jathaka does not
observe and imagined or narrated philosophies in the society. These ideas and characters
can emerge from time to time in society and it has an eternal value.

Key words: Mahasupina jathaka, Mobility, King Kosala, Social conventionalism, Social

paradigm
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Existence of the External World: Idealistic Perspective

in Lankavatara Sutra

Kattakaduwe Chandawimala Thera

Department of Buddhist Philosophy, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
revchandawimala@gmail.com

Idealism is a philosophical approach that conceptualizes reality or reality as we
can know it, as fundamentally mental, mentally constructed, or otherwise immaterial.
The term “Idealism” is defined as "the belief that our ideas are the only things that are
and that we can know about". Yogdacara tradition was developed based on the theory of
"consciousness only" (vifiaptimatrata) and to a greater extent on phenomenological
analyses of personal experience.

Lankavatara Sutra is included in the category of Vaipulya (sacred) siitra. There
are nine basic Satras in Mahayana Buddhism called navadharma and Lankavatara Sutra
is one of them which explains the theory of Visirianavada. The listener of this sutra is
Mahamate Bodhisattva. It was with the influence of the teachings of this sutra that
Yogacara tradition and its fundamental teachings were developed in Mahayana
tradition.

In the second chapter of this siitra the theory of cause and effect is divided into
two aspects as Interior and Exterior. In that context exterior cause and effect theory is
explained as follows.

Lump of clay, a stick, a potter's wheel, a thread, water, a worker, his effort and
all together form the existence of a jar. The jar means one of the things in the external
world. In this sttra not only the jar but also a piece of cloth, a sprout is also explained by
using exterior cause and effect theory. The conclusion of this paper is to show that the
Yogacara Vinrianavada is not mere idealism. The external world exists in accordance
with the theory of exterior causality albeit this tradition refuses the existence of the
external world.

Key words: Yogacara Viniianavada, Lankavatara Sitra, Existence, External World
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Buddhist Five Precepts for the Prevention of Domestic Violence

against Women

Moragollagama UparathanaThera

Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
Moragollagamaé@gmail.com

The Five Precepts comprise the principal Buddhist code of ethics undertaken by
lay Buddhist followers. Domestic violence has been culturally neglected especially in
Asian countries but it is common in every nook and corner in the world.

The prime purpose of this paper is to expose individual responsibility and
importance of five precepts for the prevention of domestic violence against women and
Buddhist perspective on it.

Most of the women suffer physically or mentally and their rights in various
occasions of their lives are violated. Some of the most common forms of physical and
psychological violence are sexual harassment, forced prostitution of women, abortion,
killing, verbal abuse, ridiculing and threatening. A great number of researches have
been conducted in Hinduism, Christianity and Islamic societies in recent decades and
rules and regulations to prevent domestic violence against women have been
promulgated but it is still raging.

The first precept helps to promote goodwill, compassion, and kindness. The
second is instrumental in developing generosity, altruism, contentment, honesty, and
right livelihood. The third precept helps to cultivate self-restraint, control of emotions
and sensual desire. The fourth precept develops honesty, reliability, and moral integrity.
The fifth precept helps to promote mindfulness, clarity of mind leading to a peaceful
family life.

Thus, the Buddhist five precepts occupy a prominent place with regard to the
prevention of violence against women in domestic and social life. The Human Rights
Convention of the United Nations also accepts the five precepts as important

fundamental principle for eradicating violence and safeguarding human rights.

Key words: Buddhism, Five precepts, Human rights, Domestic violence, Women
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A Historical and Textual Study of Bhikkhuni Order in Sri Lanka

Witharandeniye Chandasiri Thera

Department of Pali and Buddhist studies, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
witharandeniyech@Gmail.com

After arriving Arahat mahinda thera to Sri Lanka with the message of
Buddhism, he himself established the sangha society in Sri Lanka ordaining minister
arittha. After founding sangha society, queen Anula who was the wife of king
devanampiyatissa, asked to ordain from Arahat Mahinda thera. He rejected it. Because
of teaching of Buddha, It could not be done by the bikkhus. So Arahat Mahinda asked
his sister named sanghamitta to come and establish the bhikkhuni order in Sri Lanka.
She accepted that invitation and came to Sri Lanka with the purpose of founding
bhikkhuni order. Not only arahat mahinda's sister but also 18" groups of castes came to
Sri Lanka with one of branch of the Bo-tree. This is the brief story, recorded in the
historical compositions as samantapasadika, mahawansa, Dipawamsa, written in Sri
Lanka.

Though arahat mahinda asked Sangamitta to come to Sri Lanka with the purpose
of the ordination of women, Bhikkhus could have ordained the women. Because,
according to the vinaya pitaka, Buddha has not prohibited bhikkhus not to ordain the
women. Furthermore chullawaggapali points out that Bhikkhunies should higher ordain
under the Bhikkhus for the second time. As ordain of women have not prohibited by
Buddha, in that permission, Arahat Mahinda thera could have ordained queen Anula and
others. But he did not do it and asked his sister to come to Sri Lanka. So it leads us to
think that arriving of Sanghamitta was not only for the founding the Bhikkhuni order.
Arriving Sanghamitta to Sri Lanka had other purposes too. That is what | am going to

point out under this research paper with reference to the historical and textual books.

Key words: Sanghamitta, Arahat mahinda, Buddha, Vinaya
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Politics and Sanga Community in Sri Lanka

Shantha Kumara Gamlath
Department of Political Science, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

The main objective of this paper is to explore how Buddhism was crucially
influenced on change of the political regimes in the pre and post- independence politics
in Sri Lanka. The trend of the politics in Sri Lankan society is becoming more
complicity because Buddhism which is the main religion of the majority of the people in
Sri Lankan society has crucial impact on practice of the general politics. Buddhism is
very strongly called as a spiritual religion which has appeared for the ordinary people
emancipation from the bad secular social practices and beliefs. Further, since Buddha’s
parinibbana (attain to spiritual world) it has been maintain and sustain by the Maha
Sanga which are Buddha’s Dharma school. Therefore, Sanga community, have strong
ethical and spiritual objectives than secularize desires which base on Buddha’s original
teaching. Sri Lanka is one of the countries in South Asia which has been practicing
Buddhism as a spiritual religion in terms of Theravada Buddhism through their Sanga
Community. Therefore, Maha Sanga has strong spiritual objectives than secularizing
their day to day social practices which base on original principles of Buddhism. There
are some evidence in Buddha’s teaching on Maha Sanga regarding political involvement
on statehood or politics, yet rapid trends and evidence have been shown on power
politics that religion has crucially influence and effect on politics by Sanga community
than their spiritual objectives, Why? Many scholars have done researches on Buddhism
and Politics in Sri Lanka however this research will try to find out the effects of basic
social, economic and cultural factors that motivate Sanga community There are many
scholars have done research on Buddhism and politics in Sri Lanka however this
research, this research will try to find out the effects of basic social, economic and
cultural factors that motivate Sanga community interfering to  practical politics in pre
and post Independence politics in Sri Lanka. Discourse analysis which is one of the post
structural methods of scientific inquiry in social science research, will be applied as a
major research method in this research. Therefore, previous discourses and argument
will be critically re-interpret and re-produce in this research. Therefor, previous will
benefit researchers who wants to do same research with utilizing discourse analysis.

Key words: Spiritual buddhism, Buddhas teaching, Secular practices, Statehood and
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Knowledge Construction Based on Buddhist Theory of Knowledge

J. A. D. F. M. Jayatilleke

Open University of Sri Lanka
jajay@ou.ac.lk

Philosophers of science could be categorized into two major groups based on the
standpoint regarding how scientific knowledge is gained. One group claims that
scientific knowledge (hypotheses, theories and laws) is discovered by outstanding
scientists. This view has a long history and it is still being supported by many scientists.

The other group claims that scientific knowledge is constructed by gifted and
creative scientists. This view has gained momentum fairly recently compared to the
other view.

The view that scientific knowledge is discovered assumes that there exists a
world independent of human beings. Scientists discover the secrets or laws governing
nature. The history of this view goes back to the fifteenth (15") Century B.C. with
emergence of renaissance in Europe.

According to the other view, creative people construct hypotheses, theories or
laws in science in order to understand phenomena or to solve problems faced by
scientists. The resurgence of this views occurred in the 1960’s through the works of the
American philosopher of science Thomas Kuhn.

The purpose of the study is, (i) to present the recent developments in science and
philosophy which supports the second view and (ii) to present some knowledge
constructions based on Buddhist epistemology.

For example two Chilean Neurobiologists, Humberto Maturana and Francisco Varela
have constructed a theory of cognition based on Buddhist epistemology. It is named as
“Santiago Theory of Cognition”.

This study was carried out mainly through literature survey and a comparative
and a critical study of recent developments in science and philosophy.

Alternative knowledge systems could be constructed based on different

epistemologies and cultures.

Key words: Buddhist epistemology, Realism, Relativism, Discovery, Construction,
Cognition
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Sinhalese Derived Buddhism in Southwest China

Hema Goonatilake

Royal Asiatic Society, Sri Lanka
hgoonatilake@hotmail.com

Sinhalese Theravada culture is strong in Southeast Asia — Myanmar, Thailand,
Laos, Cambodia and southern Vietnam. Sinhalese Theravada culture is little known in
the Mahayana dominated China. The paper examines the strong presence of Theravada
in Southwest China among non-Han nationalities such as Dai, Blang, De'ang and Wa
Achang.

The illustrated paper which traces the growth and present state of Sinhala
derived culture, is based on participant observation, texts and a case study of the
Xishuangbanna region.

Theravada culture pervades many aspects of daily life in Southwest China,
especially the Xishuangbanna region. Theravada developed in Yunnan during 71 -12
century, initially from Myanmar where Sinhalese Buddhism spread widely from the 11
century. The second wave came from Chiangmai, Thailand where again the Sinhala
influence began in 13" century. Although the Cultural Revolution of the 1960’s
destroyed this tradition, the local population could rapidly revive it as Theravada
Buddhism had infiltrated many aspects of their daily life. The final phase came direct
from Sri Lanka in the 1960°s when Dai monks came to Sri Lanka to study. Many of the
old temples with their Tipitaka libraries still remain, and some of the palm leaf
manuscripts have been translated by the Chinese government. Enthusiasm has further
increased after the recently opened large Buddhist Centre in Jinghong, the capital of
Xishuangbanna with a Kelaniya University trained Dai monk in charge.

There is a strong imprint of Sinhalese derived Theravada culture in Southwest
China. It is suggested that Sri Lanka could tap her potential as a dominant player in the
use of Buddhism as soft power to foster close relations for the benefit of both Southwest
China and Sri Lanka.

Key words: Southwest china, Sinhalese derived Theravada, Buddhism as soft power
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Exploring Buddhist Ethics for New Technologies

Susantha Goonatilake

Royal Asiatic Society Sri Lanka
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Ongoing developments in information, bio- and nano-technology are reordering
evolution, and transforming our very physical and mental bases. An examination of the
literature indicates that the dominant, Eurocentric ethical systems for these new
technologies are derived from Christianity, Judaism or Islam (“Abrahamaic” religions)
or from presumably "secular” roots. The ethical system in the Abrahamaic religions is
“revealed” by “God”, but the new developments challenge some of the core
Abrahamaic ethical assumptions. Western "secular ethics" are ultimately derived from
the idea of "humanity”, a Eurocentric concept of humans as “sacred” which probably
derives from the ideas of the Renaissance Humanists. But, in an increasingly non-
human and “post-human” world, humanity has to be transcended in search of ethics. As
the production, consumption and creative bases of the world increasingly shift to Asia,
Asian thought could provide answers to these culture impregnated issues. A major
trans-Asian approach, Buddhism, is not revealed, and has a strong core of observations
and philosophy. Buddhist approaches with change and process as its core have direct
relevance to a future where both the human and his environment are constructed and
reconstructed.

The paper explores the literature of the core Buddhist position on the human
body and mind, as well as the environment he operates in, as not given or sacred but
constructed and changing.

The paper concludes that an orientation from this core Buddhist perspective of
continuous change, no permanent self and both human and nature as constructed would
fit better as a cultural orientation to examine and live in a future where humans and
nature are continuously reinvented and reconstructed. Buddhist ethics from such a

perspective may better fit the emerging world.

Key words: New technologies, Ethics, Eurocentrism, Buddhism
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Women and Political Leadership: Challenges and Constraints:

With Special Reference to Local Government in Sri Lanka

W. H. P. Lakmali! and L. A. P. Madhuwanthi?

Department of Public Administration, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
prasangikawilladdara@gmail.com

Despite Sri Lanka being one of the first countries in Asia to give women the
right to vote and be elected to political office, women’s representation in formal politics
have remained minimal, depriving women of any effective voice in governance though
women constitute 53 percent of population. The worst representation of women can be
seen in the local government level, even though local government is the base for women
to enter into political arena. Thus, the objectives of the study is to identify major
challenges Sri Lankan women politicians face when entering into local government
politics and to evaluate the impact of each and every challenge which diminish
women’s representation in local government politics. Further a comparison is made to
recognize major challenges in Sri Lanka against Asian and Pacific region.

Since very few women politicians are in the Sri Lankan Local Government
context, only seven women politicians have been selected from Colombo and Kalutara
districts as the sample of the study and interviews were conducted based on a structured
questionnaire prepared by the researchers in order to include the four major challenges
mentioned in the conceptual framework (Social, Cultural and Religious barriers,
Economic barriers, Political barriers and Psychological barriers). All the possible
secondary sources were used to collect data as well as primary sources. In analyzing
data, qualitative techniques and MS Excel package were used.

The study found that, economic factor as the main challenge that Sri Lankan
women politicians face when entering into local government politics and secondly
political factors. Challenges emerged from Social, Cultural, Religious context and
Psychological perspectives are ranked as third and fourth respectively according to the
answers given by the respondents. Finally, key strategies were suggested under each

main barrier to encourage women’s representation in local government politics.

Key words: Women, Political leadership, Challenges, Local government
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Grievances of Sri Lankan Housemaids in the Middle East:

Is it the Result of Vacuuming Political Rights?

R. C. Palliyaguruge

Department of Social Sciences, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
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Sri Lankan Housemaids have been tortured in the Middle East. The research
problem of this study is to question root causes behind this empirical context. This study
aims at exploring the foremost root causes behind the problems of Housemaids in the
Middle East and, to identify the impacts of their grievances on socio- economic
development of Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan Housemaids in the Middle East are separated
from the political rights. This situation is conceptualized in this study as “Vacuuming
Political Rights of Sri Lankan Housemaids in the Middle East”. This political context as
one of the major causes behind the grievances of Sri Lankan Housemaids in the Middle
East is tested here as a hypothesis. This is a qualitative analysis. Therefore, Case
Studies were used to collect primary data. The cases of ten injured housemaids were
examined. In addition to that, members of their families and government officials were
interviewed. The secondary resources, such as previous research papers, books, news
papers, law reports and internet sources were used. This research revealed that
Housemaids in the Middle East are tortured by their bosses. Lack of Political rights and
Civil rights, week attention of the officials in the embassies and High commissions,
home-sickness, weaknesses of the bilateral agreements were revealed as the root causes

behind this problem.

Key words: Housemaids, Middle East, Vacuuming political rights, Home sick,
Weaknesses of the bilateral agreements
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Double Troubles or Not? Factors Affecting the Role Performance of

Rural Woman in Dry Zone Agriculture
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!Department of Agricultural Extension, University of Peradeniya; 2Department of
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srajamanthrie@yahoo.com

Sri Lankan agriculture is a culture itself. Rural woman plays a key role in it.
Rise in women’s participation in agriculture was evident by 34% in 1996 and by 41% in
2006 (Census and Statistics, 2007), revealing a rising trend of women’s involvement in
agriculture. Human Development in South Asia (2002) stated that South Asian woman
keeps the rural life alive and she suffers a lot for it. Similarly in Sri Lanka too rural
woman struggles with domestic, livelihood related and social drudgeries every-day.

This paper examined factors affecting the role performance in domestic,
economic and social spheres of rural woman in dry zone agriculture. The study area was
Anuradhpura district which has the highest female labor force participation (40.7%)
(Census and Statistics, 2007). The study sample was 150 rural women involved in
agriculture from six rural villages in Anuradhpura. Primary data sources were household
survey, case studies, in-depth interviews, key informants’ discussions, time use diaries
and participatory observations. Secondary data were obtained from literature and
reports. Descriptive statistics and narratives were used in the interpretation of results.
Factors affecting multiple roles were studied under five categories, namely: socio-
cultural, economic, personal, occupational and environmental. It was found that
respondents’ domestic, economic and social roles were affected by socio-cultural
factors by 68%, 93% and 42% respectively whereas by personal factors by 57%, 73%,
and 41% respectively. Further, her economic role was affected by economic and
occupational factors by 62% and 71% respectively, while domestic role by
environmental and occupational factors by 47% and 43% respectively. Socio-cultural
factors affected her roles most, in which gender stereotyping was critical. Except for age
maturity, work experience, kinship and education other factors affected her roles

adversely.

Key words: Rural woman, Factors affecting, Dry zone, Agriculture
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Education and Women’s Participation in Punjab
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The important aspect of social life now-a-days is mostly confined to the gender
issues in various socio-economic-health-demographic and cultural classifications of
people in Punjab. Violence on females of any age is the regular feature in our social,
political and cultural lives. Unfortunately females are neglected in a historical process at
the helm of male dominant society. This feature is perhaps still persisted in the recent
period, though the extent may be different. This paper examines the work participation
rate (WPR) of women in Punjab (India) based on the census conducted in 2001. As per
2001 census, the work participation rate of women was 21.6% in Punjab though they
constituted 47.17% of the total population. It was well documented that the educational
condition of women has improved in the past few decades but their work participation
rate is still low. Here, the paper tries to see reasons pertaining to this difference. There
are many determinants of work participation rate but this paper is limited to education.
It is based on the hypothesis that women work participation rate increases with
educational development. The correlation matrix between occupational composition and
educational development shows significant relation. This implies that education is one
of the reasons for increasing work participation rate. In addition, it was found that
women with primary education are actively engaged in the agricultural sector. Finally,

the paper Concludes with some general observations and suggestions.

Key words: Gender inequality, Economic participation, Education, Workers, Regional

analysis.
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Stepping Into the Outer World: Women in Politics in Colonial Bengal

1889-1920

Rachana Chakraborty

Department of History, University of Calcutta, India
onlyrachana@gmail.com

During the first half of the nineteenth century, Bengal’s encounter with Western
modernity, shaped Bengali culture in unique ways. It was the first to witness a cultural
revival along the lines of liberal enlightenment and to address the women’s question as
well. The new role envisaged for the women of Bengal, however, did not seek to create
independent women who would be self reliant or share equal status with men. However,

an interest towards the public domain soon surfaced among a section of women.

The objective of this paper is to trace the first stirrings of political participation
of some of the exceptional women of Bengal who dared to step into the predominantly
‘men’s world’ and thereby initiate a struggle against colonialism. The journey which
began with Kadambini Ganguly was followed up by Saraladevi Chaudhurani, daughter
of Swarnakumari Devi, Hemantakumari Chaudhury, Lilabati Mitra, Kumudini Maitra,
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Sarojini Naidu, and Begum Ammam Bibi. Women’s
participation in the freedom struggle gained a new dimension with the advent of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Although in late nineteenth century Bengal, such women were few, yet there
were indeed some exceptions who dared to cross over to the ‘outer domain’. The first
stirrings of political consciousness among Bengali women were articulated through the
freedom movement. Once this process began, issues of gender inequality came to be
voiced. If not for all, for at least the more sensitive women, participation in the freedom
movement initiated a protracted struggle against two different marks of servility:
colonialism and patriarchy. The politically conscious women of the first half of the
twentieth century started discussing the issues of gender subordination in more

sophisticated terms.

Key words: Bengal, Gender, Politics
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Scenario of Women Empowerment of India

Shakuntla Gupta

Punjabi University, Patiala
shakungupta56@yahoo.co.in

Women empowerment is an issue of global importance today. The socio-
economic empowerment of women in the family and in the society in reality is the need
of the day. The main objective of the study was to analyse the present scenario of
women empowerment in India on the basis of their participation in decision making,
access to money and credit card, literacy rate, work participation rate, status of
employment, infant mortality rate, maternal mortality rate, life expectancy etc. The
second objective was to suggest some policy measures on the basis of the results of the
study. Secondary data has been used to achieve the objectives of the study. For the
analysis of data, simple averages and percentages have been calculated and the
technique of correlation analysis has been applied.

The findings of the study reveal that women in India are going to be empowered
as their access to education, health, money, property and decision making is gradually
improving. In India, the female literacy rate has increased to 65.5 percent, female life
expectancy has increased to 64 years, female infant mortality rate has declined to 55,
sex ratio has increased to 940 as per 2011 census. Female work participation rate has
reached to 25.4 as per National Sample Survey Organisation estimates 2007-08.

However, as per study results the changes are rather little and slow. The level of
social, economic and political empowerment of women is low due to various socio-
cultural constraints. Still women continue to be the victims of social humiliation of
divorce, rape, crime and even death before birth.

Globalization has opened up new challenges for the realization of the goal of
women empowerment. In view of all this, it is suggested that government should design
such strategies which may enhance the capability of women to empower them to cope
with the negative effects of globalization. Here also, as a policy, a change in the social

value system may be advocated for the real empowerment of women in India.

Key words: Women, Empowerment, Female literacy
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Innovations in Criminal Law Against Abuse of Women: Sri Lankan

Perspective

M. A.D.S. J. S. Niriella
Department of Public and International Law, University of Colombo

jeevaniriella@yahoo.com

In Sri Lanka, women are subjected to violence in a range of contexts, including
physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse. It takes place both outside and
inside the home which results in physical and emotional pain.. In considering the
women's physical security, Sri Lanka represents the group that ‘lacks physical security’.
Being a member of State to the international and regional instruments in preventing and
eradicating violence against women, Sri Lanka has introduced some penal laws to
ensure women’s protection. However, the protection of their rights in the criminal
justice process and assistance provided to them are issues which are not addressed
adequately.

This paper critically evaluates the developments in substantive and procedural
criminal laws in Sri Lanka. Further, the prevalence of the problem, types of violence
that Sri Lankan women are being subjected to with its consequences, the international
jurisprudence and the extent to which the penal laws should be further modified in order
to protect women from abuse will be discussed. This research is based on both library
and fields research which involves reviewing of publications and interviews with
relevant authorities.

This study found that lacking a reliable mechanism for maintaining crime
statistics and data relating to violence against women, absence of effective substantive
and procedural criminal laws that aligned with international and regional standards to
punish the perpetrators, lack of proper system of rehabilitation and assistance for
victims have aggravated the situation and led to serious social problems such as an
increase in the rate of sexually transmitted diseases, sexual exploitation of women,

unwanted pregnancies and psychological harms.

Key words: Criminal law, Sexual abuse, Domestic violence, Trafficking, Sri Lanka
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Beyond the ‘Daily chores’

L. B. Manamperi
University of Sri Jayewardenepura

This research is conducted with the purpose of exploring the reasons which have
caused the Sri Lankan women to penetrate the conservative line of thought through
expatriate employment and other professional avenues. My study is based on the
expatriate women and also the employed Sri Lankan women in different spheres
holding both high and low positions.

In my investigative analysis, several issues have been identified pertaining to the
employed women in Sri Lanka.

The first such issue is the critical plight of the married women employed in
Middle East as house-maids despite the social, vocational and financial insecurity. The
next issue at focus is the dearth of Sri Lankan women who’ve reach higher footholds in
their career. The views of several Sri Lankan female employees and employers who
represent different social and professional calibers are considered in this respect.

Furthermore, the statistics obtained from the relevant authorities regarding the
employed women in Sri Lanka also are incorporated when reaching a conclusion.

As the last issue elaborated in this research, the impact of marriage on the women’s
employment is analyzed with the observations from the marriage proposals published in
local newspapers.

Conclusively, the looming economic pressure is identified as a superseding
factor in expatriation of women while the tendency of women being educated with
relatively less qualifications to suit the job market is viewed as a disturbing factor for
their professional advancement. At the present context, the significance of marriage as a
determining factor for the women’s employment is almost nonexistent unlike in the

past.

Key words: House maids, Vocational and Financial insecurity
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Problems of Migrant Workers in the Middle East: A Case Study of

Return Female Migrants in Sri Lanka
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There is overwhelming evidence that the increase in labour migration from Sri
Lanka to the Middle East (ME) was due to the rapid development of economic and
social activities in oil exporting countries. Of a total of 248, 096 of Sri Lankans who
had migrated for employments there, 247, 119 had gone to the ME. The number of
female migrants has increased significantly over the last three decades. Approximately
half of the estimated 214 million international migrants worldwide were females. In Sri
Lanka, women migrants have increased for the period during 1996-2009 with the
exception of 2008 where male comprised 51 percent of the total migrants. The
contribution of formal foreign employment remittances to Sri Lankan economy was
LKR Million 382, 801 in 2009. Migration also alleviates unemployment and income
deficiency among the poorer segments of Sri Lanka’s population. Nevertheless,
domestic women workers in ME are subjected to abuse, violence, salary discriminations
and inhuman working conditions. Limited research has been undertaken to identify
problems of domestic women workers in ME. The objectives of this study were to;
identify the problems faced by female migrants, examine the reasons for the identified
problems and identify the institutional intervention in the prevention of problems. A
total of 60 female returnees including 39 from Kuliyapitiya West Divisional Secretariat
Division and 21returnees who had come to complain their problems to Foreign
Employment Bureau were selected for the study. The overall findings highlight that,
83% of female migrants have been suffering from mental and physical harassment and
salary discriminations. They have also been deceived by job agents regarding the
workload and salaries. The study further revealed that the problems were highly
dependent on migrant’s age, gender, ethnicity, education level and pre-migration

training.

Key words: Gender, Middle East, Female migrants, Returnees
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The Impact of Socio-Economic Changes in Female Employment

Patterns in Sri Lanka

U. P. Lekamge
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The introduction of free education system [1943] and the open economy [1977]
in Sri Lanka have established a reversal of gender rolesand increased the female
representation in the local job market and the migrant sector worker category. The
traditional domestic housewife role changed to an active worker who contributes
immensely to the wellbeing of the self, family and the country. The scholars were
interested in this phenomenon and they identified two types of ‘sexual division of
labour’ in feudal society based on gender; ‘horizontal and vertical’. Barret (1988) calls
this ‘industrial apartheid’ and Coulson et al (1975) too have discussed the role the
housewife play in capitalist economy. Barron and Norris (1976) identify the sexual
division of labour of the workers in the economic sphere as ‘primary and secondary
sector’. The main objective in this research is to find out how the female employment
patterns in Sri Lanka have changed from ‘horizontal secondary sector’ t0 a ‘vertical
primary sector’ due to the influence of free education and open economy. The research
design used was survey. A structured questionnaire was used as the method of data
collection. Randomly selected sample of 500 females [250 urban and 250 rural] were
given the questionnaire to be completed. The official statistics issued by different
Departments, Ministries and the Central Bank of Sri Lanka were utilized in preliminary
literature survey. In the study it was identified that the contribution made by the Sri
Lankan females in all sectors of economy has been outstanding and the urban females
enjoy more opportunities than rural females. In a social dimension there has been a

recognizable move from ‘horizontal secondary sector’ 10 @ ‘vertical primary sector’.

Key words: Sexualdivision of labour, Industrial apartheid, Primary and secondary

sector, Horizontal and vertical division of labour
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Women Empowerment through Cultural Tourism: A Case Study in
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Cultural tourism is one of the fastest growing tourism niche markets in recent
years. It has received much attention in developing countries and economically
impoverished regions around the world, where it is being promoted and widely adopted
as a regional development strategy to contribute to the socioeconomic development of
the lagging areas. At the same time, cultural tourism generates income, economic and
social benefits for host communities living in rural and remote areas ensuring the
women empowerment which is one of the dominated discussions at local and global
scales.

The main objective of the paper is to analyse the contribution of cultural tourism
for women empowerment with particular reference to the North Central Province of Sri
Lanka. Further, attention is given to analysis of women’s involvement in cultural
tourism activities.

A representative sample of both cultural sites and rural villages with cultural
tourism attractions and activities were selected for the detailed study. A 30 percent
sample of host communities that are living within 02 km of surrounding areas from
selected research sites (villages and towns), were selected from each village using
random sample technique.

Given the exploratory nature of the research, various research techniques like,
field surveys, questionnaires, interviews, observations, group discussions, have been
employed. Quantitative as well as qualitative analysis were used for data analysis.

The overall findings of this study are that cultural tourism has contributed to
entail optimal women representation in cultural tourism, women domestic improvement,
entrepreneurial development, saving improvements, women representation in business
sector, women’s right of decision making and the like. The findings of this investigation
can assist rural developers in the implementation of community development strategies

based on women’s empowerment.
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Does Gender Matter in Employment?:
With Special Reference to Managerial Positions in the Licensed

Private Commercial Banks in Sri Lanka

N. A. K. Weerasinghe! and L. A. P. Madhuwanthi?

Department of Public Administration, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
kumuduniweerasinghe@gmail.com

Sri Lankan women participation can be seen in every sphere of the country in
varying degrees. However, in certain circumstances, it is likely to perceive that, a
variety of constraints would hinder the women involvement and discriminate her in the
society. Thus, the study mainly attempted to assert whether there is such kind of
conviction, which creates constraints for women to attain managerial positions in the
private sector with special reference to Licensed Private Commercial banks in Sri
Lanka.

Accordingly, the study is focused to identify the perception of selected
organizations on women participation in managerial positions as well as to find out
whether there is gender inequality in the composition of Managerial positions in
selected organizations.

In the study both the quantitative and qualitative approaches were used in order
to satisfy objectives of the study. Accordingly, 30 employees from 9 private commercial
banks including 8 domestic banks and 1 foreign bank which are located in the Colombo
city were selected as the sample of the research by considering the convenience for data
collection and accessibility. Questionnaires were used as the main method for primary
data collection. Secondary data were gathered through published and unpublished
sources. In order to make quantitative and diagrammatical base for data analysis,
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS 16.0) and Microsoft Office Excel 2007
were used.

The results revealed that, very limited female participation could be found in top
managerial positions in the selected banks. Further, huge household responsibilities and
long office working hours, would lead working women to struggle in striking a balance
between personal and work life, especially married women and females in extended

families. When considering the context of working environment, discrimination could
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be observed in terms of salary and opportunities for career enhancement. Also in the
organizational perspectives, male employees are more likely to be positively perceived
by the banks rather than female employees.

In conclusion, study reveals that the female employees in the private banks are
more likely to be kept in middle level positions whilst top positions are held by male
employees, showcasing the gender inequality in the selected banks.

Key words: Gender, Employment, Managerial positions, Licensed private commercial

banks
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Drought and Vegetation Monitoring Using Geographic Information

System and Remote Sensing in Rajasthan, India

K. Rajendram and N. R. Patel

Department of Geography, Eastern University of Sri Lanka
rajan_srilanka@yahoo.com

Rainfall of Rajasthan is variable, seasonal, and unevenly distributed resulting
frequent occurrence of droughts, aridity and degradation of vegetation growth. Frequent
occurrences of droughts in Rajasthan have resulted in significant economical losses,
ecological degradation and environmental deterioration. The objectives of the study are to
assess potential of long-term time series of vegetation index from Advanced Very High
Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) as descriptor of drought, to study the spatial and
temporal pattern of drought and to analyze vegetation trends using long-tem NDVI from
AVHRR for drought and desertification monitoring. The NOAA-AVHRR 15 days
composites of GIMMS NDVI for 28 years (from1983), monthly rainfall data for the same
28-years period over 102 rain gage stations and the crop statistics were used in this study.
To monitor the drought and vegetation greenness variability annual, seasonal and monthly
NDVI and its mean, standard deviation, and NDVI Anomaly Index (NAI), integral NDVI
(iNDVI) and rainfall ratio were computed in pixel level. To study the spatial and temporal
pattern of meteorological drought condition, standardized precipitation index (SPI) were
computed at different time scale for all 102 rain gauge stations and then SPI results were
interpolated. The spatial pattern SPI during drought years are having higher negative
anomaly from July to September in greater part of Rajasthan. In 2000 drought, an extreme
value of SPI reaches up to -3.69 in September and —2.84 in August, which exhibits the
severity of drought condition. The trend and linear association between NAI and SPI
showed that there is a significantly strong high positive correlation in October in all agro-
ecological zones in Rajasthan. The correlation between INDVI (biomass) and rainfall
reveal that, the relationship is relatively strong (>0.5) in the hyper arid and arid districts
(i.e Jaisalmer, Bikaner, Churu), The trends of integral NDVI/RF ratio results suggest that
about 35 % of study area has experienced decreasing trends of vegetation growth, ongoing
degradation, and desertification process.

Key words: AVHRR, NDVI, Vegetation, NAI, Drought, SPI
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Using Remote Sensing and Geographical Information System for
Analyzing Urban Information System: A Case Study of Belgaum City,

Karnataka, India.

Rita Basanna® and A. K. Wodeyar?

Department of Geography, Bangalore University,Bangalore
basanna.rital88@gmail.com

Remote sensing and geographical information systems (GIS) are the best tools
which can be applied in the analysis of Urban Information System (UIS). The geo-
spatial technology that combines the technology of Remote Sensing and GIS holds
potential for timely and cost-effective assessment of natural resources. Land use/Land
cover generally refers to the categorization or classification of human activities and
natural elements on the landscape. The present study evaluates the effectiveness of
Satellite data and computer aided GIS techniques in generating land use map and
database for the study area. The main objectives of the research are to demarcate the
study unit, to study the growth of city and to study the changes in Land use and land
cover (Phase wise). Primary and secondary data is collected to carry out the research
work. Primary data is collected through questioners and personal observation.
Secondary data is collected through Belgaum district Censes Book, Town Directory
Gazettes, Journals and Government offices. The methodology adopted categorizes the
present study broadly in five stages —Literature and discussion, data collection of the
study area by field survey, data processing, preparation of maps and presentation.
ArcGIS 9.2 and ERDAS imagine 9.0 software have been used as tools to map the land
use of the study unit.

A statistical approach can solve any problem technically and can provide
accurate results. The surrounding boundary of the study unit is demarcated by applying
statistical techniques which covers 231.51 Sq.Kms of area. A perfect positive
correlation between the population growth and physical expansion of the city can be
seen. The research shows the amount of changes that have taken place in Thirty four
years (1970-2004) and which is taking place just within six years (2004-2010) which

means the acceleration of changes is faster every year.

Key words: Geographical Information System, Remote sensing, Urban information
system, Land use and land cover
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Characterization the Gem Bearing Sediment Deposits Using GIS

Technique in Kalu-Ganaga River Basin, Sri Lanka

B. A. S. Kumara! and H. M. R. Premasiri?
Department of Geography, University of Sri Jayewardanepura; ?2Department of

Earth Resource Engineering, University of Moratuwa
sumanajith192@yahoo.com

Sri Lanka iswell known for supply of most valuable of gemstones in the world,
and dominated by varieties of corundum; spinel, garnet, beryl, tourmaline, topaz, and
zircon. The most popular and main gem mining fields fall in Rathnapura and Elahera
areas. In most localities, gem minerals are recovered from residual alluvial and eluvial
deposits, though deposits of hybrid origin are also common.The gem deposits are
predominantly associated with river flood plains and paddy fields. There are masses of
gravel and other residual or detrital materials that have been concentrated by weathering
and mechanical processes. The gem bearing beds in the Rathnapura areas are mostly
alluvial in origin and thesequaternary gravelsbeds are inter-layered with site, claysand
and lateritic beds. Angular rock Fragments are also present in the gravel and in residual
deposits. The gem deposits of Sri Lanka have been studied by many previous workers
(Adams, 1929; Coates, 1935; Wadia and Fernando, 1945; wells, 1956; Cooray and
Kumarapeli; 1960; Cooray; 1967; Katz, 1969, 1972 a ; Silva; 1976; Dahanayakeetal.,
1980). Most of these studies were mainly focused on to determine mode of occurrence
and sedimentary environment. But the present study was mainly aimed to characterized
gem bearing beds with respect to source and distribution within the basin. In this study,
present gem deposits/ beds were mapped and collected data on characteristics of gem
bearing gravel layers, their association and gem potentiality etc. Finally spatial data base
was formed using GIS tools and model the distribution and characteristics of gem
bearing layers. The results show number to layers have gem bearing layers. Mainly

confined to Pelmadulla area gem bearing layers are located in special variation pattern.

Key words: Gem beds, Alluvial gem deposits, spatial data base, Modeling
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Application of GIS in Chamarajanagar District Administration: An

Integrated Approach

M. Harish! and M. Pushpalatha?
1Centre for infrastructure Sustainable, Transportation and Urban Planning
Indian Institute of Science; 2Maharanis Science College for Women, Mysore

amoghait@gmail.com

The paper investigates a detailed study on application of Geographic Information
System (GIS) technologies in the offices of Chamarajanagar district for district administration.
The key reason for choice of research is that GIS have a potential for district level management
in developing countries. The technology is utilized for diverse issues of spatial in nature, such as
planning for roads, health centers, construction of channel, agriculture development, forest
management, revenue, election etc.

The GIS technology helps and illustrates the problems existing in districts that can be
planned for development. Therefore, it has been a recent trend to study and relate GIS
technology to solve problems of administrators, planners, District officers etc for better planning
and management of data whenever it is required through visualization.

The set of GIS technology has been substantiated with a set of measures taken for
improvement of district administration and highlighted them. This greatly challenging role can
be taken up using the departments using GIS technology in social planning for the development
in district.

GIS technology will help resource management, route optimization and interlinking of
multiple resources for better planning in the district.

The GIS database should be published and updated very frequently in concerned
departments. All GIS should be interconnected for easy verification, co-relation and generation
of statistics and propagation of GIS is essential for public and administrators. The GIS district
data can be made sharable among the departments and made user friendly, and also GIS
database should remain in public domain.

However, such work needs to be expanded specially among researchers, governments,
and communities. This can lead to a beneficial strategy that helps to solve the related public

issues, through the use of Geographic Information System technology as a tool in the district.

Key words: Administration, Planning, Potential, Technologies, VisualizationGIS
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Based Crime Mapping and Analysis: A Case Study of Mudugiri Town

Police Station Jurisdiction

G. R. Pramod Kumar?, P. Ravikumar? and R. K. Somashekar?

Department of Environmental science, Bangalore University, Bangalore
pramodgowda@gmail.com

Madhugiri, also known as Maddagiri is a Taluk headquarter in Tumkur district
in the Indian state of Karnataka, geographically located at 13.66°N and 77.21°E, with an
average elevation of 787 m (2582 ft), located at ~43 km north of Tumkur town and 107
km north-west of Bangalore city. The present study aimed to analyze the crime scenario
in Madugiri town police station jurisdiction by using Hot Spot and Buffer Analysis.
Based on Madugiri police station records, the crime data were classified under various
group of offence such as Murder, Robbery, Cheating, House theft, Motor-vehicles theft,
Missing, Mobile theft, Pick pocketing, Burglary, Chain snatching, Quarreling and
House breaking (day), House breaking (Night), etc. The distribution of crime incidence
showed that KHB colony, Madugiri old and new bus-stand around Madugiri fort,
Gowribidanur road, Koratgere road, Sira road and Madugiri market areas were affected
by notorious activities. Crime maps generated were able to identify and differentiate hot
spot of crime and their displacement, illustrate the relationship between the mapped
crimes patterns and socio-economic characteristics of Madugiri town. It was concluded
that in Madugiri police jurisdiction, crime rates were not so high, but still occurrences of
crimes like house theft, material theft, etc., were of a great concern. The crime patterns
change over space and time in an area and hence the data so generated will be of
immense help to Indian Police Department to utilize GIS tools and techniques instead of
traditional pin and dot maps to determine spatio-temporal crime pattern as well as to
capture crime series and forecast future crime occurrences. The public can also be
educated with the visual information obtained through GIS analysis to clarify crime
concerns and enlist community action and finally to arrive at reducing overall crime

disorders.

Key words: GIS, GPS, Hot spot analysis, Buffer analysis, Crime analysis
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Forest Fire Susceptibility and Risk Mapping Using Geographical
Information Systems (GI1S) and Remote Sensing (RS) for Protected

Areas: Case of Horton Plains National Park, Sri Lanka

H. M. B. S. Hearath! and M. S. L. R. P. Marasinghe?
Department of Geography, University of Sri Jayawardenepura; ?Department of

Wildlife Conservation, Battaramulla
bhearath@yahoo.com

Horton Plains National Park is a protected Area in the central highlands of Sri
Lanka and is covered by montane grassland and cloud forest. This plateau is rich in
biodiversity and many species found here are endemic to the region. Horton Plains
National Park is the headwater of the three major rivers in Sri Lanka, Mahaweli, Kelani
and Walawe. It is one of the main tourist attraction areas of the country. Hence it is
utmost important to protect this National Park, considering it’s ecological, hydrological,
and economic significance to the country.

It has been experiencing number of conservation issues including man-made
forest fires from the past to the present. Though the occurrence of forest fires fairly low
they lead to considerable damages to ecosystem along with number of other negative
consequences. In the event of a prolonged spell without rain, and a lowering of the
water table in the peat swamp forest, the National Park is very prone to fire. Therefore a
precise evaluation of forest fire problems and the understanding of the areas at fire risks
need to be closer concentration. Decisions on forest fire management can only be
satisfactory when a fire hazard zone mapping is available. Geospatial technology,
including Remote Sensing (RS) and Geographical Information Systems (GIS), provides
the information and the tools necessary to develop a forest fire susceptibility map in
order to indentify, classify and map fire hazard area.

The objectives of this research study were to identify environmental and human
induced factors for forest fire hazards in Horton Plains National Park and to identify
susceptible areas for fire hazard and finally to prepare susceptibility and risk map in
order to facilitate decision making for fire hazard control. Data, such as soil type,
topography, and other environmental factors were collected and were converted into a
spatial database using GIS. Parameters to reflect the factors that influence fire

occurrence, such as fuel type, vegetation cover, temperature, wetness, etc were extracted
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from Landsat-7 ETM and IRS imagery. Slope and aspect of topography were generated
from the digital terrain data of Survey Department. Soil type data was digitized from the
soil map of the Irrigation Department. Forest fire susceptibility was analyzed using the
factors causing forest fires by likelihood ratio method and the spatial relationships
between hotspot-occurrence location and each factors contribution in hotspot
occurrence were derived using the frequency ratio model.

The results derived in this study can help the concerned authorities for forest fire
management and mitigation in protected areas in Sri Lanka. The models used in the
study are valid for awareness so that necessary prevention measures can be taken during
the time of forest fire. In this paper, forest fire susceptibility map was developed in
order to determine the level of severity of forest fire hazards in terms of susceptibility to

fire by assessing the relative importance of fire factors and location of fire ignition.

Key words: GIS modeling of fire, Protected area management, Fire ecology
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Remote Sensing and GIS Applications in the Study of the
Geographical Distribution of Ancient Settlements in the Kafr el-Sheikh

Governorate in Northern-Central Delta, Egypt

Lennart Strémquist

Department of Social and Economic Geography, Uppsala University, Sweden
lennart.stromquist@lifab.se

This paper exploresthe potential of geographical methods, combined with
toponymical and historical research in explaining the regional distribution of historical
settlements in the northern-central part of the Nile deltain Egypt. The geographical
analysis was based on satellite remote sensing, studies of ancient maps, limited field
control and overlay techniques applied in a GIS.

The study area corresponds to the present governorate (province) of Kafr el-
Sheikh. The aim of the project was to get an overview of the position of ancient
settlements and to analyse how toponymy and linguistic studies could contribute to a
tentative dating of such places. This paper focus on how landscape information was
revealed and combined with research in humanities.

The study focus is on a relatively late period in Egyptian history. The area was
probably sparsely populated until it shifted from wetland pasture to more intense land-
use as a result of Roman drainage projects. The northernmost part of the area was
extensively settled only during Late Ptolemaic-Roman times and again abandoned in the
early Islamic period. The northern part of the study area is dominated by abandoned
settlements (tells) from the period, whilst most of the still existing villages from the
same period lie in the south,i.e. on higher ground that have been less prone to large-
scale environmental change.

Various types of satellite data wereused in the study, i.e. Aster, Landsat ETM,
Spot XP and IKONOS. Ancient maps surveyed by the French expedition to Egypt 1798-
1801, topographical maps from the 20" century and modern photogrammetry based
topographical maps were used in the same GIS to analyse landscape change during the
last centuries.

Only 78 tells (ruin mounds) in the study area are registered by the Egyptian
Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA). They, however, represent only a small portion
of the ancient settlements, which could be traced and identified. As a result of the
integrated study approach almost 300 ancient settlements could be identified in the
study area.
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Key words: Toponymical, Linguistic, Ptolemaic-Roman, Photogrammetry, Settlements
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The Buddhist Approach on Rules and Regulations as a Motivation Factor

H. R. N. Peiris

Department of Public Administration, Uva Wellassa University
nishadinip@gmail.com

A “rule” is a statement drawing a line between what must be done or not in a
particular situation. “Regulation” is the official rule made by an authority, which
explains the procedures. Both involve punishments. As a fact, no one likes to be bound
by rules and regulations. But, rules and regulations are needed to discipline society, to
maintain peace and harmony. The Buddhist approach regarding rules and regulations is
some what different from the other approaches. Purpose of rules and regulations is to
prevent a person from doing harmful things to him self and other members of the
society. Buddhist teachings not only discourage a person doing bad deeds, but also
encourage the person to do good deeds. As a result, rules and regulations act not as a de-
motivating factor but as a motivating factor. The purpose of this research is to identify
the characteristics of Buddhist approach to rules and regulations which can be applied to
any organization to discipline the people.

Documentary study of Buddhist Human Resources Management concepts and
that of modern management theories is the method used in this research.

According to the Buddhist teachings the one who has an ill behaviour is a sick
person. So the action that is taken should be a treatment for his illness. Purpose of
pointing out a wrong deed is to help that person to correct that deed; and the punishment
should be the treatment for sickness. When the punishment is over that person would be
cured.

The characteristics of the Buddhist approach in rules and regulations can be
summarized under following topics.

Need for the rules and regulations

Relationship between rules and regulation and organizational vision

Philosophy of the enacting rules and regulations

Buddhist way of disciplining

Philosophy of the settling disciplinary matters
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Framework to Capture, Represent and Realize Motivational Concepts

of Good Governance on eBusiness Solutions

Geethika Dantanarayana! and Parsad Jayaweera?
Department of Computer Science, University of Ruhuna; ?Faculty of Management

Studies and Commerce, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
gilmini@dcs.ruh.ac.lk

Majority of electronic solutions developed to facilitate business enterprise
operations fail just because of they do not pay considerable attention on high level
motivational concepts in relation to good governance and idealistic missions of
enterprises. On the other hand enterprise modeling with all these considerations can also
be seen as a complex and time consuming process involving a variety of participants.
One promising approach to tackle this situation should be the separation of concern
during enterprise solution designing. As a result it is important to develop different
models during the different phases of the development workflow such as Motivation
(Goal) models, Value Models and Business Process Models.

However, since all these methods describe each layer discretely, it is often hard
to find relationships between different modeling concepts at different enterprise
modeling layers such as the ones listed above. Further, often it is impossible to support
much needed bi-directional traceability between higher business motivational level
designing decisions and processes that are executed on lower ICT technical platforms.

In this work, we have reported intermediate results of an on-going research project that
finds systematic approaches to Business Motivation Modeling and hence support
Business/IT Alignment issues faced by eBusiness Industry today.

More specifically, in this paper we have illustrated the capability of the
framework that has been proposed to capture and then to represent motivational
concepts in relation with good governance and idealistic missions of enterprises. Further
we have demonstrated how these higher level motivational requirements could be
realized on lower layer of enterprise development while ensuring afore said bi-
directional traceability.

We have adopted a research methodology based on Design Science for the
development of proposed framework. In order to be compliant popular
recommendations from global forums and international industry standards, for the
Business Motivation Modeling Layer, our approach has been based on Business
Motivation Modeling standards proposed by Objects Management Group and Business
Value Modeling Layer is based on UN/CEFACT Modeling Methodology and e3Value.
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Good Governance in Sri Lanka: Challenges and Prospects

A Case of Navithanveli Predhesiya Shaba

M. A. M. Fowsar

Department of Social Sciences, South Eastern University of Sri Lanka
fowsar2009@gmail.com

Good governance has become a serious concern in developing countries. In Sri
Lanka, a number of initiatives have been introduced to build good governance in local
government level. Some provincial governments have passed regulations that support
the local government to build good governance. It is expected that this will facilitate
citizens’ involvement in the public policy processes. This paper examines the level of
good governance and discusses the initiatives taken by Navithanveli Predhesiya Shaba,
to build good governance. Further to identify the challenges and future prospects in
building good governance in the institution. This study is a critical one based on
interpretative analysis which has used quantitative and qualitative data. The stated
purpose is examined by studying both primary and secondary materials. The primary
data has been collected through key informants by interviews and focus group
discussion. Four persons have been interviewed as key informants and five focus groups
have been discussed. The Secondary data has been collected from books, official
documents, reports, journals and news paper articles. The major finding of the study is
that the above institution is ineffective in building good governance due to the
challenges which have been faced by the institution owing to various reasons including
lack of knowledge of good governance, desperate and frustration of involving in

political activities of the people, etc.

Key words: Good governance, Local government, Political participation
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English Language Proficiency through Buddhist Literature, Culture,

Art and Architecture

R. M. Rathnasiri

Department of English, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
rathnasiri92@hotmail.com

The objective of this paper is to introduce the utility of innovative and
unprecedented techniques of teaching English in a short period of time.

In the present context, the Buddhist Monks, Nuns and scholarly Laypersons as
Dhamma Propagators all over the world should be proficient in the use of an
international language for the propagation of Dhamma. Therefore, they should be well-
versed in the English language to make the above noble service a reality as well as to
pursue research work in that regard.

The all the grammar lessons and all the basic sentence patterns in English can be
applied in Communicative and Written Exercises by means of Buddhist teachings,
Buddhist literature and Buddhist arts. For instance, SVC Pattern (Subject—Verb-
Complement), Active Voice, Passive Voice, Eight methods in the Synthesis of
Sentences, Adjective Phrases, Adjective Clauses, Noun in Apposition, Phrase in
Apposition, Conjunctions, Affixation etc. can be applied by means of the STRUCTURE
of STUPA, MOONSTONE, PUNKALASA etc. For instance, (Active Voice) —The
foundation of stiipa symbolizes cycle of births. (Passive Voice) — Cycle of birth is
symbolized by the foundation of stipa. (SVC — Noun) — The foundation of stiipa is a
symbolization of cycle of births. (SVC— Adjective) The foundation of stipa is
symbolical of cycle of births. Thus, all the grammar lessons can be used. This method is
unequivocally empirical and so it is to be pragmatically proved.

All the grammar lessons can also be included in a single JATAKA TALE.
Construction of sentences, combination and transformation of them can be done through
a pair of sentences based on BUDDHIST CULTURE or BUDDHIST LITERATURE.
This course which adopts innovative pedagogic techniques of English teaching provides
learners with a comfortable access to the overall development of English Language

proficiency.
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Effective Methods of Acquiring English Language Competency in Sri

Lankan Tertiary Education Sectors

D. A. T. D Kumarasinghe
thilinadevinda@gmail.com

English is a highly demanded subject. In fact it can do wonders. English
language plays a vital role where communication takes place in today’s world. It is
much indispensable in its use. Now it has become a lingua franca. There is a new
inspiration in learning English, so that it is called “Kaduwa”. In fact it is not a tool
but it is an jewel where a user can shine to be above the rest. Therefore, a necessity
to identify the most convenient and effective methods of learning English is
apparent. With the intention of achieving that task, this study was carried out in
order to find out the Effective methods of acquiring English language competency
in Sri Lankan tertiary education sectors, in association with two groups of
university students. First of all, a hypothesis was speculated that it was a self study
which improves proficiency in English. A sample was selected to fulfill this task
and the participants were examined by giving a qualitative questionnaire and
advancing a discussion with a simple memory test. Finally, all the collected raw
data were analyzed by comparing and contrasting the similarities and differences of
the two groups. According to the feedback the previously set hypothesis was
proven wrong and new knowledge was generated. Finally the findings and
recommendations including new suggestions for the future researches were
introduced. In addition, the learners are successfully informed about the effective
methods of acquiring a vast English knowledge competency at the end.

Key words: English language, Language acquisition, First language
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Phi-feature Agreement in Sinhala

M. G. L. Ananda

Department of English, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
mlalithananda@gmail.com

Recent research on Phi-feature agreement has often attempted to incorporate
discourse phenomena such as topic, focus, and modality into the discussion. Miyagawa,
S (2010) argues in relation to Japanese that in discourse configurational languages,
topic/focus establishes an Agree relation in the same way as Phi-feature agreement in
agreement languages. Aygen, G (2006), with empirical evidence from Turkic languages
Tuvan and Kazakh and European Portuguese, Hungarian, and French, proposes that
agreement on C(omplementizer) is involved in licensing Nominative subjects only in
the presence of Epistemic modality on the T(ense) head.

The phi-agreement in Sinhala is manifested only with respect to some speech act
moods such as imperative, interrogative, permissive, and hortative. However, when a
particle indicating evaluative, epistemic, or evidential modality occurs immediately
after a DP, the verb takes —e suffix, manifesting some agree relation (a).

a) Nimal/api/mama/eya — lu— gaha - kaepuw-E

N(Nom)/we/l/he (she) — Md Evid — tree — cut-E

Nimal/we/l/he/she, it is said, cut the tree

This paper argues that the Phi-feature agreement in Sinhala (Indo-Aryan, spoken
in Sri Lanka) is executed jointly by T(ense) and a MoodP located between T and C. T
has the interpretable Tense feature to value the Case feature of subject DP. MoodP is the
locus of mood and modal features. Both T and MoodP inherit their respective features
from C. The modal features that are inherited by MoodP are epistemic, evaluative, and
evidential, whose respective heads are located higher than T and lower than C, as in
Cinque (1999) hierarchy. It is argued that, by establishing a functional relation between
T/MoodP and a functional category, a reasonable explanation for Sinhala verb
agreement can be formulated. As for methodology, the data will consist of natural
speech and grammatical judgments of native Sinhala speakers. The theoretical basis is
the Minimalism (Chomsky 1995- ), and Cinque (1999). Analysis and findings will be in

line with the native speaker judgments and cross linguistic facts and observations.
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Recorded Histories Documented as in the form of Dramatic Texts in

Sri Lankan Tamil Theatre

N. Karunaharan

Department of Fine Arts, University of Jaffna
nkarunahara@gmail.com

Tamil has long tradition of theatre performances in Sri Lanka. According to the
historical evidence, the historical plays were written and performed from 1833 onwards.
The texts were written in all the genres of theatre forms in Tamil tradition, such as
koothu, villasam, Isainadakam, prose drama and dialogue play. There are more than
sixty texts, both published and unpublished texts are available in Tamil. The texts are
mainly subjected on the historical events; story of local kings, historical events, story of
a country or region, life of saints, life of spiritual leaders and political leaders etc. The
authors had various intentions to write those texts and they contextualized and
interpreted the recorded histories with their own perspectives.

This research is Dramatic texts based analysis and concentrates on the published
dramatic texts subjected on the colonial period in Sri Lanka. The various versions of the
texts will examine by using graph. Mapping method will apply for the analysis of
theatrical aspects of the texts. Consequently study about how the elements;
subject/theme, plot, language, characterizations and scenography represent the historical
events. The production and performance of the plays also will be highlighted by using
reception theory.

The most of the stories in the texts retell on the stage consistently with various
versions and these plays had played various roles in the Tamil society. It teaches the
unwritten histories of Tamils, reflects the memories of the people, function as
monuments and so on. Theatrically also these plays contributed new idioms to the Tamil
theatre traditions. According to the spectators’ perspective the texts and the
performances created space for aesthetic experience and also expressed collective

memory of a particular society.

Key words: Histories, Dramatic texts, Expression of society
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Was there a Direct Link between Spread of Alcohol Intake and
Violence during British Colonial Period in Sri Lanka?: An Analysis

Based on Poetry Written in the 19" Century in Sri Lanka

Olaganwatte Chandasiri Thera

Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
Chandrasirihimi@hotmail.com

Campaign to spread the use of alcohol was seen by the Colonial rulers as the
path to enrichment, who strove to popularize it at every opportunity. This approach
resulted in increasing number of workers wanting more and more alcohol to drink. The
profit from these ventures enriched a section of the indigenous population. Whilst
fleecing the last penny seemed to be the foundation on which the colonials based their
economic policy. As was traditional amongst the colonial elite, alcohol, beer and the
substances were served at celebratory functions. Some groups in society and social
workers were opposed to the increasing use of alcohol amongst the population and
made public protests. The government however, saw this as a source of increased
revenue. Spread in popularity of alcohol would lead steadily to disastrous social
consequences. The objective of the study is to find whether there is a straight link
between alcoholism and violence and to prove that, for this research primary and
secondary sources have been used from original booklets written on the subject in Sri
Lankan Museum Library, National Archives in Sri Lanka and London British library.
Data analysis and the other information collected revealed that there was a direct link
between expansion in alcohol use and violence, which led to a radical change in society.

Key words: Alcohol, Violence, Printing, poet
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Language Anxiety and Learner Performance at Examinations

S. S. Pereira

Department of English, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
windyperera@gmail.com

Learning a second language which could be identified as a dire need in this
twenty first century, can be a very complex and a challenging experience for many. It
can be a “profoundly unsettling psychological proposition” (Guiora, 1983 cited in
Horwitz et al, 1986:127-128 cited in Tanveer, M 2007). Termed language anxiety, this
fear and nervousness attached to language learning is conceptualized by Horwitz et al as
“a distinct complex of self-perceptions, beliefs, feelings, and behaviours related to
classroom language learning arising from the uniqueness of the language learning
processes”. Language anxiety which is a psychological construct is a complex
multidimensional phenomenon. In the current literature it is often studied in three
components: communication apprehension, test anxiety and fear of negative evaluation.

This paper primarily aims to investigate whether language anxiety is an
affective variable in learning English as a second language. It also seeks to explore this
phenomenon and assess whether it has an impact upon the students’ performance at
written tests on English. The methodology employed will be both quantitative and
qualitative as it involves both a statistical analysis and a descriptive analysis. The
sample consists of 100 grade eleven students of an urban school and the data collected
through the questionnaire will be triangulated with the data collected from the semi

structured interviews with the subjects.

Key words: Second language, Affective variables, Language anxiety, Communication

apprehension
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The Influence of Learners’ Interest on the Effectiveness of Compulsory

English Course:

Special Focus on the Second Language Acquisition of University Undergraduates

K. G. S. R. K. Jayawardane

Career Guidance Unit, University of Sri Jayewardanepura
kgsrksameera@yahoo.com

The purpose of this study is to examine the undergraduates’ interest in learning
English as a second language and it adopts both quantitative and qualitative approaches
to identify factors which cause lack of interest among undergraduates to attend the
Compulsory English Course conducted by the English Language Teaching Unit of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura. Data were collected by means of questionnaires,
focus group discussions and semi structured interviews. All together 120 students from
two courses including 100 students from Compulsory English Course and 20 students
from English for Employment Course were selected as the sample for the survey to
obtain quantitative and qualitative data.

The results indicate significant differences between these two courses revealing
a number of affective factors such as learning environment, teaching methodology,
learning materials, time table etc that decrease the interest of undergraduates in
Compulsory English Course conducted by the English Language Teaching Unit of the
university. Based on the findings, a number of recommendations and implications were
made to upgrade the Compulsory English Course. At last, it is hoped that the results of
this study could be of much benefit for revising the teaching methodology, materials,
syllabus etc of the Compulsory English Course of the University of Sri

Jayewardenepura.

Key words: Education, English language teaching, University undergraduate
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Translation of Sri Lankan Literature into French: A Case Study on

Romesh Gunesekara's Reef

H. S. M. M. Jayawardena

Department of Modern Languages, University of Kelaniya
samanthil25@gmail.com

In 1994, British Sri Lankan writer Romesh Gunesekara's debut novel Reef, was
short listed for the Booker Prize. The novel was later translated into many languages
including French. Reef was translated into French as Récif (Serpent a plumes, Paris) by
Marie-Odile Fortier Masek in 1995. The present paper examines the French translation
and the strategies used by the translator.

Product-oriented Descriptive Translation Studies are an important area of
academic research in Translation Studies. The translated text is the starting point for this
kind of a study. The text chosen for this research Récif is set in Sri Lanka. The influence
of the Sri Lankan culture, Buddhism and the Sinhala language is noteworthy. Sinhala
terms are often used by the author in the original: exclamations, swear words, terms of
address, food items, religious terms, species of flora and fauna and also terms such as
‘men’ and 'no?' the popular question tag used in Sri Lankan English.

The object of this study will be whether the translator preserves the Sinhala
terms and/or the English terms typical of Sri Lankan people in the French translation.
Récif, similar to the original, does not offer footnotes or a glossary to explain Sinhala
terms. Respecting the culture and the language represented by the source test, Fortier
Masek does not attempt to translate Sinhala words into French. However, it is
interesting to note that certain expressions in English are translated. The translation of
the question tag ‘no?’ by using different expressions raises concerns and is discussed in
detail. This paper points out that such strategies, along with clarifications and added
information found in the translated work, could prevent the reader from ‘receiving the

foreign as foreign’.

Key words: Translation, French, Romesh Gunesekara
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Improving Foreign Language Teaching/Learning in Exolingual

Learning Contexts

S. N. Punchihetti

University of Sri Jayawardenapura
subhashinie.punchihetti@gmail.com

In the globalised world today, more and more people aspire to become
multilinguals. However, most people acquire their target foreign languages in their
native countries, without having ever visited a place where those languages are used in
day-to-day communication. Such learners, whom we name ‘exolingual’ learners in this
paper (as opposed to ‘endolingual’ learners who acquire languages in learning contexts
where their target language is spoken outside the classroom), have a greater risk of
falling short of achieving their objective. Many reasons for such failures could be linked
to obstacles which are inherent to exolingual language learning contexts. However, in
the field of acquisitional linguistics, foreign language acquisition is often studied
alongside first and second language acquisition, that is, under language acquisition in
endolingual learning contexts.

Our objective in doing this study was to research into an exolingual context of
foreign language learning and to precisely identify obstacles linked with such learning
contexts. In order to do this, we opted to study a particular exolingual context of foreign
language learning: namely the context of foreign language learning in Sri Lanka. The
selected target foreign language being French, the methods of research included
observations of French classes, studying of French text books used in those foreign
language classes and discussions with students and teachers of French.

At the conclusion of the study, we discovered how little the contexts of
endolingual and exolingual language learning have in common. Except for targeting a
common language in its fundamental form, endolingual and exolingual language
learning situations differ largely from each other when we consider their classroom,
social, cultural and academic set ups; teaching and learning methods, techniques and
material; learner motivation, objectives, etc. As an obvious consequence, the outcome
of the teaching/learning process in the two different learning situations too is hardly the

Same.
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Literature and Territoriality: Configuring Spaces by Jaffna Tamil Writers

S. Sivagurunathan

University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka
gowrijaff@yahoo.com

At present when cultural difference is increasingly becoming deterritorialized
because of the mass migration and transnational culture of the postcolonial world, a
special attention is shown through literary work in understanding the ways in which the
questions of identity, belonging and cultural difference are spatialized.

The concepts of Tamil identity and nationalism in Sri Lanka have always been
associated with territory and expressed by Tamil authors in their writings. Territory is
not simply where one lives, but one which is controlled and directed in political terms
and through literature Tamilian identity transcends ethnic borders and clinches a sense
of territorial possession.

This paper on “Literature and Territoriality: Configuring Spaces by Jaffna Tamil
Writers” attempts to pinpoint that contemporary writings of Jaffna Tamils, the writers
from the Northern part of Sri Lanka, are concerned with legitimizing the new
configurations and fostering a feeling of belonging and identity by invoking a history
and tradition.

The objective of this paper is not to present a comprehensive reading of
contemporary Jaffna Tamil authors and to rewrite a literary tradition but to reveal the
role and function of literature in English by Jaffna Tamil writers in constructing,
maintaining and legitimizing Tamilian identity through spatial configuration. Critical
descriptive analysis is applied in this research paper.

Literary work of any community does not stand in a vacuum but it always covers
the quest for national identity of that particular community. In this regard literature of
Jaffna Tamils not only legitimizes a strong sense of territory and deals with political
resistance but implies dislocation of power through fragmentation and loss of identity as
well.

This presentation by focusing on spatial registers such as space, territory, nation,
and home aims to provide a critical analysis of socio political conditions in which the

literature of Jaffna Tamils has been produced.
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Call Me Woman!: Women as Agents of Violence

Shamara Ransirini

Department of English, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
shamara_ransirini@yahoo.com

The notion that women are inherently inclined towards peace and non-violence
has been problematized by feminist interventions mainly in gender and security studies.
Yet, “women as agents of violence” pose an apparent challenge to feminism which as a
discourse foregrounds an egalitarian and humane agenda. This ethically ambivalent
category however, also enables a space to recast women from the popular imaging as
victim to perpetrator of violence. Recent feminist studies have called for the need to
locate women’s agency in violence in a broader spectrum. This paper takes a similar
stance in analyzing narratives of and about women, to explore women’s sense of agency
as perpetrators of violence. It will do so by critically engaging with a range of literary
and non-literary texts from authors of different cultural/social/political locations: Nihal
De Silva’s The Road from Elephant Pass, Maxine Hong Kingston’s The Woman
Warrior and Bharathi Mukerjee’s Wife. The paper hopes to further demonstrate the need
to make critical interventions in the performative spaces accorded to women in the
popular imagination as militants, suicide bombers, and agents of other forms of physical

and psychological violence.

Key words: Violence, Women agents, Interventions

! My burrowing of title from revolutionary Ellen Kuzwayo’s autobiography (Call Me Woman, Aunt Lute
Press:USA, 1995) is coincidental, and not deliberate. My interest lies with the defiant tone underlying the
title which however, also ironically recalls the foregrounding of gendered subject “woman” which
implicitly generalizes and seeks to obliterate individual women’s agency.
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Internet: A Mode of Teaching French Literature in a Foreign

Language Classroom

I. U. Chandrasekere
Department of Languages and Cultural Studies, University of Sri

Jayewardenepura
iroshac@yahoo.com

Literature is an integral part of the pedagogical process of a language teaching /
learning environment. The starting point is the assumption that literature offers learners
forms of access to the language that are so rich and varied that no one can afford to
ignore them. The way in which literature is approached as the subject matter of teaching
is therefore crucial: it makes learners aware of a particular cultural phenomenon and
how it is coded in language; it allows them to progressively identify a movement of
meaning through a particular grouping of texts; and it provides them with tools for
analysis and definition of issues that allow them, in particular, to continue their
trajectory as enthusiasts of literature.

The emergence of new technologies sees their incorporation in teaching French
as a foreign language all over the world. Internet-based teaching is becoming a frequent
and more popular pedagogical method in teaching French and provides both teacher and
learner with more opportunities to widen and strengthen the knowledge of language and
its acquisition.

The traditional method of teaching literature can be monotonous and tedious in a
fast moving world and to keep abreast with the changing facets of teaching / learning
environment, Internet based activities have been introduced in a literature lesson.
However, the problem is how effectively the Internet can be incorporated in teaching /
learning French literature.

This paper emphasizes on the evaluation of Internet based activities to teach /
learn literature and corresponding constraints. Particular emphasis will be on the
feasibility of the e-based study pack on literature proposed to the First Year French
students of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura. It is assumed that the Internet based
activities add a new dimension in teaching / learning French literature, especially for

foreign language learners.
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Linguistic Competence of Using English Tenses by Tertiary Level
Students in Sri Lanka: Special Focus on the Undergraduates at Uva

Wellassa University

J. M. P. V. K. Jayasundara

Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka
jayasundarajmpvk@gmail.com

Currently, English reigns supreme in all aspects of the societies in most of the
countries worldwide. In Sri Lanka also English has now become the most extensively
learnt second language as a result of global influence. The present study intends to
explore the linguistic competence of using English tenses by undergraduates in the
writing and speaking performances in their academic environment. Hence, the study has
focused on the performance of 100 undergraduates who are currently following
different Degree Programmes at Uva Wellassa University. Consequently, written
assignments and oral tests have been used as research instruments in order to investigate
the linguistic competence of using English tenses in their academic environment. In
addition to that, the statistical software, ‘Minitab 14’ was manipulated for analytical
purposes. However, the findings of the research revealed that most of the
undergraduates are in need of more competence in using English tenses, especially in
the Simple Present Tense as they frequently commit errors in the use of 3" person
singular form. Further, students lack the ability to use passive forms correctly. Besides,
selecting the proper tense has become another major difficulty that they face in their
academic performances in both writing and speaking. Therefore, the study attempts to
enlighten English teachers islandwide about the fields where undergraduates have
difficulties in using English as a second language while emphasizing the requirement of
making students better equipped with the knowledge of English. Accordingly, the
findings are significant in developing innovative approaches to teach English, especially
in tertiary level education in the Sri Lankan context. Moreover, future researchers will

be benefited with the results explored through this research.

Key words: Tenses, English, Undergraduates, Linguistic, Competence
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Are The Social Issues Realistically Portrayed in Sri Lankan English

Short Story?

D. N. Aloysius
Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, Rajarata University of Sri Lanka
aloysiusrjt@gmail.com

Genres such as poetry, drama, novels or short stories are created by literary
talented personalities in a country based on one’s experience or on social problems
which prevailed or are prevailing in a particular community or society. In Sri Lanka, too,
the situation is the same. For instance, when some literary works in Sinhala and English
are closely examined, it is apparent that majority of such literary creations are absolutely
based on one’s experience in his life time or social problems confronted by the people in
a particular country or during a particular time period. The research problem of the
present study is whether social problems of Sri Lanka are virtually portrayed in the Sri
Lankan English short story. It is really significant to investigate this issue so as to
ascertain the link between the prevalent social issues and their relationship with the Sri
Lankan English short story. The objective of the study is to find out whether the Sri
Lankan English short story writers have addressed the social problems in a realistic way.
Methodology applied in the study was entirely based on secondary data. Relevant short
stories, critical essays and articles on them were closely investigated. Some comments
made in journals, magazines and newspapers were also examined and analyzed. Selected
Sri Lankan English short stories written by Seeta Kulatunga, Neil Fernandopulle,
Gunadasa Amarasekara, Vijitha Fernando and Chitra Fernando were the other sources,
which were critically analyzed for obtaining the relevant information to observe whether
the short story writers have identified the most significant social issues prevalent in the
society during the 1970’s, 1980’ and 1990’s. It was ultimately found that the most
prominent social issues such as abject poverty, migration to the Middle East as
housemaids, discrimination due to the low caste system, war victims, and violation of
fundamental rights of poor and helpless people have been realistically addressed by the

Sri Lankan English short story.

Key words: Social issues, Sri Lankan English short story, Portrayed realistic
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A Comparative Study of the Syntactic Analysis of Pali and Sinhala
Languages

Nawalapitiye Anuradha Sudhammika Therani
Department of Sinhala and Mass Communication, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura

Early Sinhala Literature is based on the Pali literature. Most of the time the
writers have translated Pali sources into Sinhala. (i.e. Pali Bodhiwamsa>Sinhala
Bodhiwamsa) At that time, the Sinhala writers have employed the make out in Sinhalese
in place of the word Translation. The researchers have shown the early Sinhala texts
(i.e. Amawathura/Saddharmarathnawaliya) as the adaptation of the original Pali
Sources. The main objective of this study is to find out the nature of the methods of
adaptation, and to which extent Sinhala language has diverged from Pali in case of
syntax.

The syntactic study deals with the word order, case in noun, voice in verb, the
agreement of the subject and the predicate, etc. As far as Sinhala is concerned, the
above categories had evolved considerably already by the 9" century. As a result,
syntactic features had diverged from middle Indian languages including Pali. This
divergence is clear from the Dhampiya Atuwa Getapadaya and the inscriptions in the
earlier period. The way syntactic features developed into a profound level by the twelfth
century is evident from the texts of Gurulugomi, (i.e. Dharmapradeepikawa,
Amawathura) and in contemporary slab inscriptions.

The objective of this study is to observe the similarities and differences of these
two languages and to examine the Sinhala syntactic characteristics as they differ from
Pali syntactic characteristics.

The methodology used in this study forms a revision of previous research on the
given topic and a comparison of Sinhala and Pali syntactic features as is apparent in the
data. The study will apply knowledge in grammatical analysis and translation methods.

The results of this research are as follows: there are more similarities and some
differences; some special syntactic characteristics have laid these two languages. So that
early Sinhala language is based on the Pali language.

Key words: Sinhala language, Pali language, Syntactic analysis
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Communicative Skills through Task Based Learning

T. C. Peiris

Department of English, National Institute of Education, Maharagama
Chandrikapeirisé1@gmail.com

Task Based Language Learning (TBLL) focuses on the use of authentic
language and directing students to do meaningful tasks using the target language. Based
on the constructivist theory of learning, and with the acceptance of the communicative-
language teaching (CLT) approach in the early 1980s the term, task-based language
teaching (TBLT) came into widespread use in the field of second language acquisition
(SLA) in terms of designing communicative tasks to promote learners’ actual language
usage (Jeon and Hahn (2005).

According to Gillian Porter Ladousse and Tom Noble (1991), ‘It can clearly be
argued that being able to speak in a sustained manner, or to use “long turns”
successfully in a foreign language, constitutes an authentic task and is a skill that
language learners need, whether it be to sell a product, entertain dinner guests, or to
explain a problem. The oral-presentation activity provides an excellent opportunity for
the learner to develop this skill, speaking for several minutes in a structured way,
delving into various aspects of a single topic.” (Gillian Porter Ladousse & Tom Noble —
Forum xxix — 2 April 1991 p.31)

The objective of this research is to improve the communicative skills and
confidence of the English as a Second Language (ESL) learner by using ESL itself
effectively in the learning-teaching process in the ESL classroom. In particular, the
study focuses on the use of stress-free oral presentations in groups as a major
methodological tool in achieving this objective.

The sample consisted of twenty nine teacher-students of the National Institute
of Education (NIE), Maharagama, who are following the Diploma in Teaching English
as a Second Language conducted by the NIE.

They were given a series of opportunities to do different kinds of presentations
on different topics depending on their syllabus. The marking criteria were known by

them before preparation. At the end of each presentation, they were evaluated and the
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weaknesses and the strengths were discussed in a constructive way in order to further

improve their presentation skills and confidence.

During the observation and at the end of the process it was found out that this
methodology was very effective and successful in teaching communicative skills in the
Teaching-Learning process.

Observation Schedules, interviews, and evaluation sheets were used as research
instruments to measure the strengths and weaknesses of this methodology and to arrive

at the above conclusion.

Key words: Task-based, Oral-presentation, Communicative-skills
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The Importance of Teaching Techniques to Improve Cognitive

Processes in Interpreting Courses

R. D. H. Vithanage

Colombo Institute of Research and Psychology
dilharavithanage@yahoo.com

Oral translation or interpreting has always been understood as a task involved
with high proficiency in two languages or a superior form of bilingualism practiced.
This study aims at identifying the importance of studying human cognitive processes
operational in language interpreting, especially in the process of training interpreters.
During the study, it has been identified that many of the interpreting courses, their
trainers and amateur interpreters have overlooked the role of cognitive processes
namely, attention, memory, speech perception, comprehension and speech production
during the course of interpreting. The main objective of the study is to challenge the
current point of view of the interpreters and trainers that the language proficiency is the
utmost need of a good interpreter. The study puts forward the question whether efficient
bilinguals / translators can still go wrong in their interpretations and what are the
underlying causes for the errors and omissions made by them. In carrying out this study,
a sample of 15 undergraduates who had offered translation methods as a core subject for
their B.A. degree at the University of Kelaniya were tested for the errors and omissions
they made during interpreting tasks. By comparing the results of two interpreting
attempts and a translation, the relationship between the cognitive factors and
interpreting is emphasized given the fact that for most of the errors and omissions, the
cognitive intrusions could have influenced. Several techniques are suggested to be used
in future interpreting-training in order to enhance the quality of interpreting. The
findings of this study aim at delivering ideas for future research in this line by applying

these methods introduced.

Key words: Interpretin, Cognitive processes, Attention, Memory, Interpreters.
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Tussle for ‘Standards’ in ESL Writing in India: A Study of School

English Teachers’ Insistence on ‘Correctness’ and ‘Appropriateness’

Deepesh Chandrasekharan

The EFL University
deepesh.chandrasekharan@gmail.com

Though both writing and speaking are means of producing language, writing is
generally accorded greater status by teachers because it is recorded and therefore more
permanent. Unlike speech, which is decided based on the actual listener, writing usually
involves taking into account not the actual reader but an imagined reader. In most
academic contexts however, students write knowing that their teacher is the reader.
Therefore, such writing bears the burden of inviting bigger scrutiny by teachers who are
very particular about ‘correctness’ and adherence to ‘standards’. Several scholars have
questioned this insistence on ‘appropriateness’ and ‘correctness’ (Fairclough (1992),
Clark and Ivanic (1997)) and have pointed out how social judgments about intelligence
and ‘educatedness’ are made on the basis of ‘physical’ aspects like handwriting,
spelling and punctuation or depending on the grammaticality of sentence structures.

Schools are known to uphold the notions of ‘correctness’ and ‘standards’. In the
grassroots-multilingual Indian context, questions need to be asked about the importance
school English teachers place on these aspects while assessing their students’ writing
and about how consistent each teacher’s view of ‘standard’ is with that of the others.

The paper reports the findings of a qualitative study involving school English
teachers’ perception of ‘correctness’ and ‘standard English’ and the importance they
laid on spelling, punctuation, handwriting and grammatical correctness. It uses sample
answers by learners and points out the inconsistencies and subjectivities that are found
in understanding ‘correctness’ and ‘standards’ and problematizes them. It also
investigates the need for teachers to take into account use-related aspects like context,
purpose, identity and social relations and tries to analyze if possibly more important
aspects of writing such as the choice of wording and the style of writing are neglected in

the keenness to be normative.

Key words: Standards, Correctness, Grammar, ESL writing, Indian schools
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Influence of Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) in the
Acquisition of English as a Second Language by Polytechnic Students

of Sri Lanka

H.P. T. S. Jayawardena

Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education
sanju.thilasni@gmail.com

Levy, M. (1997) explains Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL) as
“the search for and the study of applications of the computer in language teaching and
learning.” This research investigates the effectiveness of CALL in conducting English
courses for polytechnic students in Sri Lanka with special reference to students
following Higher National Diploma in Engineering, Management and English at Sri
Lanka Institute Advanced Technological Education.

The hypothesis that CALL made a positive impact on the polytechnic students
that learnt English as a second language was supported on the objectives that motivation
of the students to follow the course was sustained, that their level of attendance
increased and that their performance in the language tests improved. Data used in this
work was collected via questionnaires forwarded to the members of the sample selected
as well as observations of the instructors/lecturers that represented the three courses.

At the end of data analysis this research found noticeable improvement in the
performance of students in English since the incorporation of CALL in English language
programmes followed by them. The student autonomy, authenticity of material and
technological paraphernalia that CALL involves seemed to take their appeal resulting in
the development of their language skills. Advantages of using CALL in language
programmes of polytechnic students led this research to advocate the incorporation of
Internet and other language software into second language courses and at the same time
it emphasizes adequate training and awareness building initiatives for the staff
conducting these courses, for enabling them to handle the technical interruptions and
trouble shooting promptly for delivering and ensuring a satisfactory learning

experience/environment for students learning English as their second language.

Key words: Polytechnic, Appeal, Authenticity, Impact, Training
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The Impact of 1Q Level and Socio-Economic Background in

Improving English Speaking Skills of University Undergraduates

M. H. P. K. Gunasena

Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka
pradeep_gunasena@yahoo.com

This study focuses on the development of speaking skills in English of
university undergraduates with specific reference to the impact of two social
psychological barriers. In relation to social barriers, the emphasis is on the socio-
economic background of the undergraduates. Then in relation to psychological barriers,
the study deals with the level of 1Q of an individual.

The subjects of this study are the first year undergraduates of Buddhist and Pali
University of Sri Lanka, with the majority of students being Buddhist monks.

Obijectives of this study are: to identify the speaking difficulties of university
undergraduates, to develop possible remedial measures for the identified speaking
difficulties, to provide them with a better teaching/learning environment that addresses
their specific needs.

A representative sample of approximately 75 students was selected based on
random choice and a questionnaire was administered on them in order to examine their
socio-economic background. The students’ level of 1Q was tested using a standard 1Q
test to determine their level of 1Q. A variety of speaking tests were held to discover the
students’ speaking proficiency in English. At the end of the study the findings of the
questionnaire, the scores of the 1Q and the marks of the speaking tests were correlated to
investigate the relationship among the socio-economic background, the level of 1Q and
speaking skills.

Except in a few rare instances, in most of the cases there was a significant

correlation among the three factors observed in the study.

Key words: 1Q, Social barriers, Psychological barriers, Speaking skills

245


mailto:pradeep_gunasena@yahoo.com

The Changes of the Readership in a Digitised Age

P. Abhayasundara and U. P. Lekamge

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Sri Jayewardenepura
nishadapraneeth@gmail.com

The unprecedented changes the information and communication technology
[ICT] revolution brought to the human society have been immense. In all elements the
influence of technology can be seen in a remarkable way. In studying the accumulation
of knowledge also it is understood that the older generation relies more on the printed
materials like books, newspapers, journals and magazines. But the present, younger
generation has become more interested in utilizing the sophisticated technology in their
educational and recreational purposes. Castells’ [2005] concepts‘network society’ and
‘the informational mode of development’ indicate the nature of technological
globalization. Simon [2001], Carol et al [2008], Siemens and Nahachewsky [2010]
andMardis et al [2010] have studied the e-reading of the children whereas Twyla et al
and Doiron [2011] on the adult readers. Li [2008] and Schlozer [2011] have studied the
e-reading industry in detail. This particular study aims at investigating the type of
impact the technology has imposed on the present younger generation especially in
relation to e-reading. Simultaneously it tries to gather the changesthat have got
established among parents and children in utilizing technology in reading. The present,
younger generation is prone towards digital technologies than their parents. In this
survey hundred [100] families of Colombo have been selected randomly and the reading
habits of the parents and children were compared by using a structured questionnaire to
document the changes established in relation to readership. In analyzing the quantitative
data it was understood that mostly the youth have become addicted to the digitized form
of materials like e-book reading or referencing while the elder generation too utilize it in

a limited manner.

Key words: Readership, Digitised age, Information and Communication Technology,

Information society, E-book reading
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Department of Management Science, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada

University, India; Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, India
meet_abhijeet@yahoo.com

This paper gives an overview of online advertising, discusses the global and
Indian online trends. It examines the online industry in terms of market size, segments,
growth forecasts, drivers, and resistors. It also discusses about the emerging scenario of
the industries in terms of the competitive positioning of major players and their business
models, strategies, and strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. The study tries
to analyze the emerging models that are likely to dominate the industry.The online
advertising industry, which has a major dominance by Google, is likely to see a lot of
hot action in the near future. While this industry will continue to grow and be popular in
the developed world, it is likely to gain a fast growth in the emerging economies of
Asia, especially India and China.

Based on the analysis, it is forecasted that the online advertising industry will
almost double from $ 42 billion in 2007 to $72 billion in 2012 which is a growth of
Compounded Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 11.4%, within which North America will
dominate the industry. Internet use can be expected to exceed time spent on watching
TV over period of time.

The online advertising industry is expected to see a major battle with Microsoft
emerging a challenger to Google’s dominance. The web analytics tool provided by
search engines provides an effective online marketing tool for online advertising

companies.

Key words: Online advertising, Internet marketing, New media marketing
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“Super Heroes” / “Action Figures” and American Global Hegemony:

A Critical Analysis of New Trends in Hollywood Cinema
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slthilinal23@yahoo.com

The paper attempts a reading of a representative sample of recent “super heroes”
/ “action figures” in Hollywood to interpret implicit as well as explicit ideological and
political currents to establish American global hegemony. This will be a reworking of
Edward Said’s notion of “orientalism” in relation to the cultural hegemony of the west.

There are two main objectives of the present study. At one level it investigates
how Hollywood cinema, as one of the most popular modes of entertainment with
increasing free accessibility for audiences across the globe, operates with ideological
and political motives.In this manner, Hollywood plays a role in enhancing American
image and the promoting of its hegemony throughout the world and to a larger audience
at various regional and societal strata.

As its second objective, the study focuses on the present global socio-political
landscape where America plays the role of an active agent, for example through
interventions such as “global war on terror,” and the study examines how these socio-
political interests of America surface in Hollywood.

The primary methodology used in the study is discourse analysis of three major
action figures/superheroes that recently appeared in Hollywood cinema.

Themajor finding of the study, that is, how Hollywood is not an “innocent form
of entertainment” but an ideological institute,iS expected to contribute to an increased
awareness of the functioning of popular entertainment modes as ideological agents of

particular socio-cultural settings.

Key words: Hollywood, hegemony, American, Super heroes / action-figures
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The Potential of Microenterprise Development among the Urban Poor

D. P. S. Chandrakumara and N. M. A. Jayasinghe
Department of Economics, University of Sri Jayewardenepura

chandrakumara62@gmail.com

Microenterprises are crucial for an economy since they have a possibility to
expand to large-scale enterprises over the time while serving as the livelihood of the
poor at present. This paper aims at identifying the potential of (i) initiating
microenterprises among the urban poor who do not presently engage in such activities
and (ii) promoting the enterprises of those who have already initiated such enterprise.
The study was completely based on primary data collected from a questionnaire survey
conducted in a sample of underserved settlements within the Colombo city limits. The
study used simple quantitative techniques based on the Statistical Package for Social
Scientists. The study revealed that those who are engaged in full-time jobs do not have
the opportunity to become entrepreneurs due to lack of time for extra activities.
Especially, the employment of the youth in full-time minor jobs deviate them from
micro entrepreneurial activities. As such, elderly and disabled people and women who
do not have a good educational background and those who have no strong effective
demand in the labor market as skilled or unskilled laborers significantly engage in
microenterprises. Such enterprises have been mostly important in the provision of
livelihood for socially marginalized people. Human capital formatted through education
and training in the labor force of the urban poor seems to be not adequate for their
successful engagement in self-employment. However, a small proportion of population
in the underserved settlements has been capable of expanding their enterprises beyond
the micro-level. Finally, it can be recommended that all these categories of people in the
underserved settlements need the help of education, training and micro-financing either
for maintaining their enterprises as a livelihood or expanding them beyond the micro-

level.

Key words: Microenterprise, Urban poor, Underserved settlement

252


mailto:chandrakumara62@gmail.com

Micro Financing through Women Self- help Groups and Its Socio-

Economic Impact: A Case Study of Konkan Region of Maharastra

M. A. Lokhande

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, India
murlidhar_lokhande@yahoo.com

Micro finance programmes have been receiving a considerable attention world
over for their potential to generate income and employment and alleviate poverty. The
experience shows that the micro finance programme has a high degree of out reach to
women i.e. 82.67 per cent of the aggregate clients in India in 2010, 73 per cent in Latin
America, 70 per cent in Africa and 88 per cent in Asia. In India, National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) sponsored SHG-Bank linkage
programme is the fastly growing micro finance programme in the world covering 97
million poor households as on 31st March, 2011.

The research paper was focused to find out whether micro finance really
contributed to the socio-economic development of the group members? Out of 350
Women groups promoted by Sadbhav Foundation, Raigarh district, Manav Sadhan
Vikas, Kudal, Sindhudurga district and Matru Mandir, Ratnagiri district (Maharashtra

state, India ) 77 (22 per cent) were selected and 154 members were contacted.

After joining the groups, the monthly average income and savings of the
respondents had shown increase by 133.73 per cent and 76.27 per cent respectively. The
confidence level of the respondents had increasd to a great extent. They had reported
active participation in socio economic activities. Overall personality index had shown
growth of 59.01 per cent. It was inferred that micro financing through women self help
groups had brought a positive change in the lives of the members. The study concluded
that poor, discriminated and underprivileged women if join the groups, can come out of
poverty. So, conducive environment is needed to be created in the country to give boost

to women self-help groups.

Key words: Micro finance, Warm money, Social security, Empowerment
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Micro Finance: An Effective Tool for Rural Women Empowerment
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Women empowerment has become a catchword today and has got a significant
place in socio-economic development programs of the government. Microfinance is the
provision of sustainable financial services to low-income people. The Micro-credit
summit held in Washington D.C. in 1997 defined micro-credit programs as those that
‘extend small loans to poor for self employment projects that generate income, allowing
them to care for themselves and their families’.

The objectives of this research paper were to take a brief review of the role of
Micro-finance in the empowerment of rural women, to examine the perception and
attitude of women towards Micro-finance through Self Help Groups, to examine the
role and effectiveness of SHGs in improving socio-economic status of rural women and
to identify the problems of SHGs in empowering rural women and to make suggestive
measures for the future.

The present study is an empirical and analytical investigation based on primary
data collected through well designed questionnaires and personal interviews of the
respondents. It consist 150 sample beneficiaries of SHG members from 10 villages of
Khultabad and Gangapur Taluka of Aurangabad District from Maharashtra, India. 15
respondents from each village were selected as samples, which forms the total sample
size of the study. The data collected from them through various sources has been
processed and analyzed by using percentage and common size statement.

The major findings includes— Micro-finance is playing vital role in empowering
the rural women. Out of the 150 sample beneficiaries, 98 beneficiaries has started their
own small business. 28 beneficiaries are working in a group to sell the Dairy products,
like — Milk, Curd, Pure Ghee, etc. and remaining 24 beneficiaries, as an SHG member,
has taken the micro finance for agricultural purpose to cultivate their own land. This all

indicates an effective role of Micro-finance in empowering rural women.

Key words: SHG, Micro-credit, Women Empowerment, Micro-fund
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for Insurance Delivery

Shirantha Heenkenda
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The main objective of this study is to explore the feasibility of farmers’
organizations as a vehicle for microinsurance delivery for paddy crop cultivated by
small-scale farmers in Sri Lanka to protect against risk of production loss caused by
natural disasters. Principal Components Analysis, a form of factor analysis is used to
elicit the capacity of farmers’ organizations as a stakeholder of the insurance supply
chain using household level data from Ampara District in Sri Lanka. The results show
that the farmers’ organization is most widespread and very close institutional setup for
paddy farmers. Farmers’ organizations are capable of handling financial activities with
transparency, and have healthy financial habits and those farmers participate actively in
farmers’ organization activities. This study provided clear policy insights into the design
of institutions channel that foster cooperation, and of the characteristics of farmers’
organizations. To assist in the farmer organization’s financial activities, the postal
network can act as financial intermediaries in circumstances where the microinsurers do
not have an outlet or branch networks in their target area. For developing the linkages
between farmers and microinsurers, the public-private partnership model can be used
for microinsurance supply to paddy farmers in Sri Lanka. In this context, multi-
stakeholder partnerships should be made imperative for paddy farmers’ insurance

delivery aimed at widespread coverage or large-scale implementation.

Key words: Farmers’ organizations, Financial intermediaries, Insurance delivery,

Microinsurance

255
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Banks in India: Using CAMEL Model
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Performance is the buzz word in new economic regimes. The study examines
and compares the performance of public and foreign sector banks operating
inside India during the years 2001-2010. It uses the CAMEL methodology based on
standard factors such as capital adequacy, asset quality, management capability, earning
and profitability and liquidity position. The financial data for the study has been mined
from the performance highlights of public sector and foreign sector banks published by
Indian Banks Association (IBA). A sample of five public sector banks and five foreign
banks have been selected to measure and compare their performance. Main findings of
the study are that foreign banks perform better in terms of asset quality, asset utilization,
while the public sector banks have higher total advances to total asset ratio and total
expenditure to total income ratio an indicator lower management efficiency. Indian
public banks are consistently heading to achieve higher standards and adopting world’s
best management practices. The main objectives of the study are (a) To compare the
financial performance of the banks under study (b) To determine the factors responsible
for current financial performance and to suggest measures for improvement of financial
performance of banks. In this study, the CAMEL Model used to estimate the financial
performance of banks. This system was adopted in India since 1997, this system
consists - Capital adequacy, Asset quality, Management capability, Earnings capacity,
and Liquidity. CAMEL ratios are mostly used to quantify the financial soundness and
health of banks through micro analysis of balance sheets and income statement items.
These ratios include various financial indicators regarding quality of assets, financial
soundness and management quality, earning capacity of assets, liquidity position and
risk taking behavior of banks. Therefore, the efficiency/inefficiency of sample banks

evaluated in relation to the CAMEL indicators.

Key words: Financial performance, CAMEL ratios, India, Public banks, Foreign banks
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Unified Framework for Public Sector Microfinance Service Delivery

Parsad Jayaweera?, Lalan Samarasinghe? and Buddika Ratnapala?
'Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura; Senova Group of Companies
pja@sjp.ac.lk

When a country is driving towards achieving her social and economic development
goals, a very important and necessary factor is the contribution from Entrepreneurs and Small
and Medium Scale Enterprises (SMESs). In this context, it is very clear that National Micro-
Finance Institutes (MFIs), mainly in the Sri Lankan Cooperative Sector and other public
organizations engaged in micro-financing have a greater responsibility and also have to play a
key role to bring-up citizens at lower layers of as per se El Salvador Enterprise Pyramid. When
studying success cases in the sector, MFIs have to deliver not only pure micro-finance services,
but also a variety of other social services such as capacity building, awareness and soft-skill
development, etc.

However, our investigations show that majority of deficiencies that are currently faced
by the micro-financing service sector, in particular public MFlIs could readily be overcome with
promising productivity and efficiency results by introducing advancements in ICT.

With the experience authors have collected with the engagement in a leading
microfinance solution provider in Sri Lanka and with the involvement in global business
standards, in this work, a unified framework for microfinance service delivery and integration
has been proposed. The adopted methodology to build the said solution could be considered as a
hybrid approach between design science and action research. That is because, adopted cyclic
approach starts with having awareness of the pertaining problems in the sector, then deployment
of IT solutions to mitigate them and finally evaluation that resulted conclusions with important
feedback to the development and deployment. Further, the awareness and the knowledge about
the sector have been collected from active participation of authors in the “community of
practice”.

The developed working model provides a solution to a long standing need for a Unified
Framework Micro-Finance service delivery in compliance with global standards. The
framework capable of provide systematic support for Micro-Finance solution development.
Further the developed framework could facilitate interoperability and integration with new and
legacy peripheral business application around micro-financing sector. We are expecting
involvement and contribution from relevant authorities take forward these benefits for the
community in need for betterment of the citizens.

Key words: Micro-Finance service Integration, Interoperability, Service modeling,
Global standards
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A cross sectional field study was conducted among a sample of 502
undergraduates in state universities in Colombo district. The purpose was to study the
pervasiveness of breakfast skipping and its associated factors among undergraduates.
Convenience sampling was applied to select the sample and investigation was carried
out in all the faculties of four state universities in Colombo. Data collection was done
via a self administered pre tested questionnaire, and it met the acceptable standards of
validity and reliability. It was found that pervasiveness of breakfast skipping is
moderately high in the tested domain though breakfast affects undergraduates’ health
status and ultimately the academic performance. Findings revealed that accommodation,
frequency of skipping the dinner, fast food habits, academic year, daily academic time
table, smoking and financial reasons significantly contribute to breakfast skipping.
Undergraduates staying in own houses are less likely to skip breakfast in comparison to
those who stay in hostels and boarding places. Third years and final years are more
likely to skip breakfast while smokers are less likely to skip. No significant relationship
is found between gender, consumption of nutritional supplements, time taken for
traveling and ethnic group with pervasiveness of breakfast skipping. Health awareness
programs or education of healthy eating guidelines must be initiated for both
undergraduates and food caterers in universities. The quality and price of supplied foods

in universities must also be reviewed.

Key words: Pervasiveness of breakfast skipping, Undergraduates, Food habits
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This paper has two objectives. (1) To identify the degree of People’s attitude
about the Sri Lankan Cricket 2) To examine the perception of the people about Sri
Lankan Cricket after the 2011 "world cup”. Hence this study was based on three
predictions namely 1) There is a negative correlation between beliefs and attitude
toward cricket, (Hy), 2) There is a negative correlation between loyalty and attitude
toward cricket, (H2). 3) There is a negative correlation between preference and attitude
toward cricket, (Hs). At the point of testing these hypotheses, the study was limited to a
sample population for the convenience of the study, Kandy sectarian division, where the
Pallekale international cricket stadium is located and one game of world cup 2011 was
held. Five other sub divisions were selected: those located around the ground, and
sample size of each division was selected proportionate to the sub division population.
Then respondents were from sample random sampling technique with association of
divisional registration unit and random number table. The data were collected from the
respondents by exploring a questionnaire that was carefully conducted according to the
likert scale method. 117 questionnaires were distributed among the sample on the basis
of quota given to each sub division. The three hypotheses were tested using SPSS
version 19.0. For validity and reliability of questionnaire, conbach's alpha (0.73) was
also used. The results show that negative correlation between beliefs and attitude
towards cricket (r= -4.56*). Loyalty and attitude towards cricket also shows a
negative(r= -5.78%). Preference and attitude toward cricket also shows a negative (r= -
4.65%). Based on the findings of the study number of recommendations was made to
the sports authorities and researchers in the field of sport to improve attitude about
Cricket in the country in future. Resulting from implementation of given
recommendations, the respective benefits will be yielded by Sri Lankan sports, at

aggregate level.

Key words: Cricket, Beliefs, Prefer, Loyalty, Attitudes
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A Study of Fear and Stage Fright in English Oral Communication

among Academics in the Humanities and Social Sciences

S. G. S. Samaraweera

University of Ruhuna
sanjaya@eltu.ruh.ac.lk

Although most academics in the humanities and social sciences use reference
materials in English in organizing their lectures conducted in Sinhala, they suffer a great
deal of fear and stage fright while speaking English at private or official meetings and at
public forums. Some have even completed their postgraduate studies through the
medium of English but their oral communication remains very poor as a result of their
language anxiety.

The objective of the present paper is to discuss the major causes of such
language anxiety which, in effect, are the major findings of a survey conducted by the
researcher in relation to a group of such academics from the Humanities and Social
Sciences in the University of Ruhuna. The methodology comprised interviews, a formal
questionnaire, and discussions with about seventy academics from the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences in the University of Ruhuna. The findings reveal
several conditions which affect negatively in their communication in their working
milieu: the standards imposed by the elite in the stratified society of Sri Lanka upon the
quality of the English spoken in public, the negative attitudes the fellow academics hold
towards English oral communication, lack of support from the environment where they
have to practice their English, lack of confidence they suffer as personalities while
trying to speak English, lack of integrative and instrumental motivation caused by the
professional needs of their duties, and their own complacency and lethargy caused by
the professional security they enjoy without any competency in oral communication in
English. All these barriers and difficulties create an environment where the academics
in Humanities and Social Sciences suffer from fear and stage fright in oral English
communication and as a result the competency level of their oral communication in

English remains poor.

Key words: English, Oral communication, Education
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Youth and Their Search for Decent Employment: Attitudes and

Aspirations of Arts Undergraduates in Sri Lanka

H. D. P. Premarathne, N. K. Kulasekara
Department of Paediatrics, Faculty of Medicine; English Language Teaching Unit,

University of Colombo
pri.olindal0@gmail.com

This study focuses on themes related to the issues regarding employment
prospects of local Arts undergraduates that continue to require the attention of all
stakeholders. The primary objective of the research is to explore the basic factors that
affect Arts graduates when seeking employment. Consideration was given to both
external factors such as socio-economic dynamics and internal factors such as
motivation and interests of the students.

Students of Bachelor of Arts degree programme have different aspirations
regarding their studies and job prospects. This study was conducted to assess; their level
of satisfaction of being Arts undergraduates; job preferences and problems they face
when getting decent employments.

250 students of who entered the Colombo University in 2011 to follow BA
degree programme were selected randomly according to admission register. Data was
gathered using an interviewer administered questionnaire and focus group discussions;
223 students belonging to all ethnic groups from different socio-economic backgrounds
responded and four focus group discussions were carried out during a three month
period with their consent.

Majority of the Arts undergraduates (79%) aspire to join in local as well as
government employments. 21% are interested in private sector jobs and intend to
migrate for any job. However, poor proficiency in the English language and lack of soft
skills limit their academic and career opportunities.

Thus, it is important to develop attitudinal changes in them regarding
employments in other sectors while encouraging acquiring the necessary technical, soft
skills and language proficiency. It would be a significant step to minimize under-

employment and un-employment situation among them.

Key words: Undergraduate, Interest, Attitudes, Aspiration, Employment
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This study concerns the documentary evidence gathered from the students who
sought treatment at the Counseling Center at the University of Ruhuna in the year 2008.
A diagnostic survey of the student patients at the centre proves that the most prevalent
types of psycho-social problems have been anxiety, obsessive compulsion, phobia and
somatic disorder.

Anxiety reactions resulted in by minor psychological problems have been the
common disorder among most of the university students. The root cause of such anxiety
reactions has been the weak social support available from their home backgrounds,
guilty consciousness resulted in by failures in romantic relationships, and adjustability
problems.

Phobia suggests an irrational fear about developing social relations with their
peers, facing university examinations, and tolerating the presence of certain harmless
animals or insects in the environment. Obsessive compulsion is a situation where some
irrational thoughts forcefully direct them to involve continuously in some abnormal
types of behaviour or habits such as homosexuality, smoking or endlessly washing of
hands. Somatic disorder is a body pain resulted in by a prolonged psycho-social
problems they have been confronted with. Frequent headaches, pains in legs or hands,
and difficulties in sleeping are some symptoms of the somatic disorder.

This study reveals that all such psycho-social problems have led to the
development of various behavioural disorders among the students in such a way in
which their active participation in academic programs is greatly disturbed. Necessary
treatment to assist such students could be carried out through individual and group
counseling conducted at the counseling center. Some students who are confronted with
serious illnesses such as depression and post traumatic stress disorders were directed to
psychiatrists for necessary medical treatment. Also it was revealed that conducting
seminars, workshops, lectures and discussions for sensitizing students about such
psycho-social problems and the role of counseling is vital to minimize the negative
impacts of such problems and to enhance their educational achievements.
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Sigiri Graffiti and Post-Kasyapa Anuradhapura Society

Prashantha Perera
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The ancient writings still preserve on the inner surface of the mirror-wall at
Sigiriya are popularly known as Sigiri Graffiti. The practice of creating Sigiri graffiti on
the mirror-wall is believed to be lasted until the 13" century, since the dawn of the 7"
century A.D. The composers of Sigiri graffiti represent almost all the segments of the
Post-Kasyapa Anuradhapura society (6" Century A.D. — 11" Century A.D.) not
excluding the king and elites who were at the apex of the social pyramid as well as the
ordinary peasants at the bottom. Hence, the opinions of these poets who belong to a
series of successive generations are of paramount importance in understanding the
social and cultural identity of highly complexed an advanced Anuradhapura society.

The Sigiri graffiti provide us with an invaluable opportunity to understand
certain cultural practices of the Anuradhapura society. The opinions of the general
public on many social institutions such as the marriage, the religion and the education
could also be gathered.

As more than 400 poets have taken keen interest to exhibit their social
backgrounds with the creations, there exists an opening for a scholar to understand the
structure of the Anuradhapura society with much confidence. The earliest signs of a
caste system of the indigenous origin could also be noticed in a critical analysis of
personal information of Sigiri poets. The creations of Sigiri poets emphasize on a set of
cultural benchmarks of the period, some of which are still sensitive, respected and
observed in the traditional Sri Lankan culture.

There are ample evidences to believe the influences of various poetic schools
originated and flourished in India on the creations of some of the Sigiri poets. The
realism and innuendo both have been intentionally employed by the Sigiri poets in their
creations. Therefore, it is required to analyze the hidden meaning of some of the Sigiri

graffiti with a tranquil state of mind.

Key words: Sigiri Graffiti, Social institutions, Cultural benchmarks, Realism, Innuendo
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